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PREFATORY NOTE
TO THE ILLUSTRATIONS

fraat s-
o - -

t 4 us 121 2s Mught be from Enghsh
sources as distnct from Furopean sources generally, and
secandly, that they should be 33 nearly contemporary as pos-
sible with the scenes they represent 1t has not been possible
1o adhere strictly to these two principles 1n every example; for
nstance, [ have had to turn ta French chronicles (wth Flemsh
Wumination) for such allustrations as those of the Peasants’
Reveh f11-13]," where the chromcler s minanunst 1s endeas-
ouning to porteay the actual histoncal events of some eghty
years before, agan I have ysed Fle~ *

-t v .

o7 wwstom bnghsh sources

- west wustrations, while afording wsefu! parallels at 2
ume when the practices of chivalry, the minunae of everyday
Ife and entertainment, o1 the methads ¢ P
indusre * *

must -
Bmn{
scene . -
examp

now I

of Fees =

F—
w i s 1785 water colour copy
1 Figures in square brackets refer to Mustrations 1 the texs



of the Cowdray preture of Edward VI s Riding from the Tower
10 1547 [130], which was destroyed mn the disastrous Cowdray
fire of 1793

Modern ¢ hs and eigh - and
tury engraungs have been used freeb to illustrate places (as
distinct from social scenes), even though the purist mught 1
suppose, complatn that T have used Loggan’s engravings of
Trmty or Christ Church to show n full matunty the founda
tons of Henry VIII and Wolsey, wnstead of confining myself
to plans of the stage which they had actually reached in Tudor
times

I cannot hope to reflect 1n entirety the many syded prcture
presented by Dr Trevelyan but [ hase endeavoured ta cover
as fepresentative a selection as possible of all the places and
activittes mentioned

Detaled descriptive notes on the illustrations wili be found
at the end of the book, these give a summary account of the
source of each iliustration 1ts authorship date and prosenance
and 1ts present whereabouts together with an indcation of any
particular noteworthy features esther m its subject matter ot
manner of treatment

h cen-
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INTRODUCTYON TO
COMPLETE EDITION

af England from the Rorman times ta our awn, but I left to the
last the Qact thae T wauld find most difficult. the centuries
preceding the fourteenth The war has rendered it impossible
for me to complete the work, but 1t has occurted to me that
the chapters which ¥ have already fimshed constiute a con
secutive story of stx centuries, from the fourteenth ta the
nmeteenth and as such some readers may gne 1t welcome
Soctal history mught be defined negatinely 2» the hustory of
menlon L LAt . - .

3 resersal of that method may have 1ts uses to redress the
balince Dunng my own bietme a third very founshing sort
of histary hus come tnto existence the ecanomuc, which greatly
asststs the senous study of socnal istory For the socral scene

Frows out of econorme condiuions to much the same e<tent
that 0ol € eal swants »sbe

e



of the Cowdray picture of Edward VI s Riding from the Tower
1n 1547 [130], which was destroyed 1n the disastrous Cowdray
fire of 1793

Modern photographs and eighteenth- and nineteenth cen-
tury engravings have been used freely to illustrate places (2s
distinct from social scenes), even though the punst might, 1
suppose, complamn that 1 have used Loggan's engravings of
Trinity or Christ Church to show 1n full matunty the founda
tions of Henry VIII 2and Wolsey, tnstead of confining myself
to plans of the stage which they had actually reached in Tudor
times

1 cannot hope to reflect 1n entirety the many sided prcture
presented by Dr Trevelyan, but I hate endeavoured to cover
as representative a selection as possible of all the places and
activities mentioned

Detarled descriptive notes on the tHustrations wiit be found
at the end of the book, these grve a summan account of the
soursce of each illustration, its authorship, date, and prosenance
and 1ts present w hereabouts, together wath an indication of any
particular noteworthy features esther n 1ts subject matter or
manner of treatment

RUTH € WRIGHT



H\TRODUCTION TO
COMPLETE EDITION

Although, | have attempted ¢4 bring thys book up ¢, date 1n

05t receng Publteations (1941} o %as nearly
all writren before the ygp I'then hag 0 Vsew 3 550 husto,
of Englang from the R, N Umes tg oyr Ot but [ fefs 40 the
difficy]

i ny
nelish people p m story bo, Onsisted of
Polcat Annals y py Iitele refere 10 their o, 1 ViTonment,
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S not Merely Provide 1, required Iy
Politeca} histor, Tthag alsggpg OWn pog,
“Concern Iys may pe defineq asthe

betteen ¢ omic ang
tve valye 2nd pecylyay.



daily Ife of the snhabstants of the land n past ages this
wcludes the human as well as the econamue relation of different
classes to one another, the character of famuls and household
life, the conditions of labour and of leisure, the attitude of man
to nature, the culture of each age as 1t arose out of these general
conditions of hife, and took ever-changing forms i religion,
and music, arch , learning and thought

How far can we know the real Iife of men 1 each successne
age of the past > Historians and antiquarsans have amassed by
patient scholarship a great sum of information, and have edited
mnumerable records, Ietters, and journals, enough to provide
reading for whole lifetimes, yet even this mass of knowledge 15
small indeed compared to the sum total of socra! history, which
could only be mastered if we knew the biographues of alt the
mithons of men, women and children who have Ined i
England The generahizattons which are the stock-in trade of
the socsal Iustorian, must necessarily be based on a small
number of particular mnstances, which are assumed to be ty pical,
but which cannot be the whole of the camphicated truth

And small as 1s the mass of accumulated knowledge in pro-
portion to the vasiness of the theme how pinfully small 1s the
selectron from that mass which I have been able to set down
200,000 words dealing with srx whole centuries of the vare-
gated and wonderful hfe of England Yet even a myllionth past
of a loaf may be better than no bread It may at least whet the
appetite If 1t makes a few people more eager to study the
hterature and records of the past this book will have served

1ts turn

Disinterested sntellectual currostty 1s the Ufe blood of real
crvilization  Social hustory provides one of its best forms At
dottom, I think, the appeal of history s mmagmatne Our
imagination crases to behold our ancestors as they really were,
gomg about thewr daily business and daily pleasure Carlyle
called the antiquaran or historscal researcher  Dryasdust
Dryasdust at bottom 1s a poet He may find difficulty in
sxprassng 40 Jus neyrhbour the poetry he finds for himself 1
the muniment room But the main unpulse of his Ife 15 the
destre to feel the reality of life m the past, to be familiar wath

12



the chromcle of wasted ume” for the sake of *ladhes dead and
losely hnights’ .

O‘Szc)un b(ggzn life 25 Dieyasdust ~ as an anuguanan - because
that way be could find must poetry, most 'fm"l“, C:l:ﬂc:

unearth was more pocacal than alf Shetley and mare ramant:e
than all Seott

Consider all that Jies in that ene word Past’ What a pathetic,
sacred 1n every sense poetic, meaning 18 umplied in it 8 meaning
growing ever the clearer the farther we recede tn yme - the
roare of that same Past we have to ook through? Hustory after

alf 15 the true poetry And Realty, of nghtly interpreted, 18
grander than Fiction

Tt 55 the deraled study of history that makes us feel that the
past Wi 29 Tead as the present The world supposes that we

Yustenans are absorbed 1n the dusty records of the dead, that
we can see nothing save -

The loss-to-hight ghosts, grey-mailed
As you see the grey siver mist
Hold shapes on the yonder bank

But ta us, 25 we read, they take form, colour, gesture, passion,
thought 1t 13 only by study that we can se¢ our forerunners,
remote and recent, 1n their habus as they bved intent each on
et e orot .

clauen, were 1s the ploughman behind the oven, or the horses,
or the mactune, and hus wife busy all day 1 the cottage, watting
For hum with her daily accumulated budget of evening news

Each one gentle 2nd sumple, yn s commonest powngs and
Comungs, was ruled b a complicated and ever-shifting fabric
of custom and Jaw, society and pohinics, events at home and
2broad, some of them histle known by hum and less uaderstaad
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So then the method of this book s to present a series of suc
cessive scenes of Englsh hife and the first of these scenes
presented 1s the Ifetrme of Chaucer (13501400} T hasealready
confessed that the reason why the book begins at that punt is
personal and acadental Hut wt fact 1t 18 2 good starting pomnt
For 1n Chaucer s time the English people first clearly appear as
a racial and cultural unit The component races and languages
have been melied into one The upper class1s no fonger French
nor the peasant class Anglo Saxon all are Enghsh England
has ceased to be manly a reciprent of mfluences from without
Hencefornard she gives forth her own In the age of Chaucer
Wychf War Tyler and the Enghsh bowmen she s beginning
to create her own island forms n Inerature rehgon economic
socrety and war The forces moulding Logland are no losger
foreign but natne She no Jonger owes her progress to great
foresgn churchmen and admunustrators to Norman wdeas of the
feudal manor to Angevwn lawyer hings to cavalry armed and
traned on French models fo the fnars coming over from
Laun lands Henceforward England creates her own types and
her own customs

When 1n the Hundred Years War (1337 1453} the God
dams (as Joan of Are called them} set out to conquer France
they went there as foreign imvadens and thesr successes nere
due to the fact that Fngland was already orgamzed as a nation
and conscious of her nationhood while France as vet was not
And when that atterupted conquest a1 length faled England
was left as a strange 1sland ancl ored off the Contment no
longer a mere offshaat or extension of the Furopean wostd

1t 1s true that there was nothing sudden i thas growth of our
distinctive nationhood The process nesther began nor ended in
the lifetsme of Chaucer But duning those vears the principle 1s
more active and more obseryable than in the three previous
centuries when the Chnistian and feudal en shzation of Europe
meluding England was not national but cosmopolitan In the
England of Chaucer s time we have a pation



‘The publishers’ grateful thanks are due to
all those who have given permussion for
photographs to be taken of the mss ,
prnted books, pictures ot antiquities 1
their care ot ownership, of have allowed
photographs mn their possession 1o be
reproduced Full detals of such ownership,

et¢, will be found 1n the descnptive notes
for each item.






CHAPTER ong 340 1400

CHAUCER S E’\'GLAND
FIELD vipppg, AND MaNog Hotsg

In Chaucer ¢ Englang We see for the firg time the Mmodern
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when therefore he set the pattern of modern English poetry for
centuries to come, he set 1t in forms and metres dertved from
France and Italy, 1n both of which countnes he had travelled

several tumes on busiess of State None the less he struck 2
- - e 4 T e
', one
. . ot fook
for tn Dante, Petrarch, or the Roman de la Rose, and do not
find even 1n Boccaccio or Frossart
Other charactensstics of the new born nation were expressed
mn Langland s religious allegory, Prers Plowman Though he
too was a learned poet and a Londoner most of his life, he was
by ongimn a Malvern man, and used the form stif common
the West country, the alliteratine blank verse derived from
Anglo Saxon poetry That native English form was soon ta be
generally displaced by Chaucer s thymungs, but the spint of
Piers Plowman fived on in the religious earnestness of our
fathers, theirr lind atthe gdoing of others
and their oceasional sorrow for thewr own English Puntanism
1s much older than the Reformation, and the tvo dreamers’,
Piers the Plowman and Bunyan the tinker, are more ahke m
smagination and n feeling than any other two wrters divided
by three centuries
While Langfand and Gower, without straying mnto heresy,
bewniled the corruptions of medieval society and religion,
looking back to the ideals of the past rather than forward to 2
different future, Wychf hammered out red-hot a programme
of change, most of which was long afterwards put nto force
by Enghsh anu clencalism and English Protestantism  An
open Bible in the new common tongue of England was part of
this programme Meanwhile John Ball asked 10 medieval terms
the most modern question of all

When Adam delved and Evé span
Who was then a gentleman ?

For in the economic sphere also the medieval was begmning
to yicld to the modern, and England was beginning to devefop
socral classes pecubar to herself The break up of the feudal
manor and the commutation of field serfdom were proceeding



apace The demand advanced by the rebefhious peasants thatall
T o1t U LILif smeeon baz 4 B D ar cann | today, but

dom, were constantly on stke for igher pay 1 spprased
modern Faglish fashwn Moreover, the employers aguinst
whom these strrkes were directed were not so much the old
Foudal lords as new middle classes of leasehold farmers manu-
facturers and merchants. The coth trade, destined to maké
the wealth and remould the soctety of England, was already it
the reign of Edward 151 fast encroaching on the medieral
marketing of our raw wool overseas And the State was alread?
making wntermittent artempls to untte the mterests of the
mutually jealous medeval towns in 2 common policy of pro”
tection and canteol for the trade of the naton

In pursart of this policy sea power must be mamtamed 0
home waters and Edwaed IIL's new gold comage represen!

b standing arted and crowned s a ship (s} Chaucer
merchant

Wola the see were kept for snything
Betwrxt \iddleburgh and Qrewell

& Edward 11« new gold comage



(namely, between Holland and Suffolk) National self-
consciousness 15 beginning to dissofve the local foyalties and
the nigid class dwvisions which had charactenzed the cosmo-
politan society of the feudal age And so, m the Hundred
Years War to plunder France, the King and nobles find them-
selves supported by a new force, a democratic ymgoism of the
modern type, taking the place of feudal polity and watfare At
Crecy and Agmcourt, that ‘stout yeoman , the archer, 15 1 the
forefront of his country s battle, fighting shoulder to shoulder
with the dismounted hmights and nobles of England and
shooting down, tn heaps of men and horses, the antiquated
chivalry of France {2}

"The institution of justices of the peace local gentry appointed
by the Crown to govern the nesghbourhood 1 the Kings
name, was a move away from inhenited feudal yunsdictions
But 1t was also a reversal of the mosement towards bureau-
cratic royal centralization 1t recogmzed and used local con-
nextons and influence for the King s purposes, a compromse
significant of the future development of Englsh socety as
distinet from that of ather lands

All these movements - e social, ecch
national ~ are reflected 10 the p dings of Parl a
charactenisncally medieval msntution 1n ongin, but already on
the way to be modermzed It 15 not merely a council of great
nobles, churchmen judges and envi) servants, brought together
to advise or harass the hing The Commons ase already
acquinng a hmited impostance of thewr own In lngh poliics 1t
may be that the members of the Lower House are only pawns
1n the game of rival parties at Coust, but on thesr own account
they voice the econome policy of the new middle classes n
town and nillage often selfish enough they express the nation’s
anger at the misconduct of the war by land and sea and the
perpetnal demand for better order and stronger justice at
home, not to be had ull Tudor times

Thus the age of Chaucer speaks to us with many voices not
unintelhgible to the modern ear Indeed we may be tempted to
think that we understanden more than in fact we do For
these ancestors of ours, 1n one half of their thoughts and acts,
were stll guded by a complex of ntellectual, ethical, and

22
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(namely, between Holland and Suffolk) Natwon
cansciousness 1s beginning ta dissolve the focal [oyal

the npd class divisions which had charactenzed the

politan society of the feudal age And so, 1n the H
Years War to plunder France, the King and nobles fin

selves supported by a new force, a democratic jingoism
modern type, taking the place of feudal polity and warf
Crecy and Agincourt, that stout yeoman , the archer, 1
forefront of his country s battle, fighting shoulder to s

with the dismounted hmghts and nables of Englan
shooting down, 1n heaps of men and horses, the anti
chivalry of France [2]

Theinstitution of yustices of the peace local gentry ap
by the Crown to govern the neighbourhood 1n the
name, was & move away from inhented feudal junsdi
But 1t was also a reversal of the movement towards b
cratic royal centralization 1t recognized and used loca
nexions and influence for the King s purposes a compr
significant of the future development of Englsh socs
distinct from that of other lands

All these ts ~ socal, 1
national ~ are reflected 1n the proceedings of Parhiam
) 1siically medieval m ongin, but alrea

the way to be modermized It 1s not merely a council of
nobles, churchmen, judges and enil servants brought tog
to advise or harass the King The Commons are alr
acquining a limited importance of their own In high polin
may be that the members of the Lower House are only pa
1n the game of rval parties at Court, but on their own acc
they vorce the economic policy of the new mddle class
town and willage, often selfish enough they express the natio
anger at the misconduct of the war by land and sea and t
perpetual demand for better order and stronger justice
home, not to be had till Tudor times

Thus the age of Chaucer speaks to us with many voices n
umnielligible to the modern ear Indeed we may be tempted
think that we ‘understanden more than in fact we do T
these ancestors of ours 1 one half of their thoughts and act
were spll guided by a complex of ntellectual ethical, an
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from a community of semu bondsmen toan individualist socsety
1n which all were at least legally free and 1n which the cash
nexus had replaced customary nghts This great change broke
the mould of the static feudal world and hberated mabite
forces of capital labour and personal enterprise which 1n the
course of time made a richer and more vaned hife 1 town and
wiilage and opened out new possibilittes 10 trade and manu
facture as well as to agnieulture

In order to understand the meaning of this change it 1s
necessary to grve a brief account of the older system that was
gradually displaced

The most charactenstic though by no means the only
method of cultvation 1n medieval England was the open
field ' It was established throughout the Midlands from the
Isle of Wight to the Yorkshire Wolds It imphed a village
commumty worhing huge unenclosed fields on a prineiple of
stnip allotments Each farmer had a certain number of arable
stips of half an acre or one acre each His long narrow strips
did not ke next to one another 1n a compact farm which would
have involved the expense of hedging they were scattered over
the open field between those of his neighbours

The outline of many of these stups ploughed by the
farmers of Saxon medieval and Tudor Stuart times can suif
clearly be <een. The ndge and fursow of pasture fields that

' PR P R s

made by the turn of the plough 1n order to carry off the water
Often though not always the curved ndge or land thus
cleatly wisible today represents a stnp that was held and
worked long ago by a peasant farmer who also held and

1 See C S Orwin The Open Fields (1938) for the best account of

the system

2 The first sentences of Dorothy Wordsworth s Journal written
after @ paght of ram illustrate the nature and appearance of ths
system of surface dramage once almost unnersal in Faglish

d
Noﬁ;ﬁe; 20 Jan 1798 The green paths don the hilludes are
channels for streams The young tcheat 1 streaked by sfver fines of

1 ater running between the ridges

24



Ths system of servile tenure wath the Gred warkdays of
service on the lord s demesne beld good all over England not
onlv 1 the regions of open field stnp cultnaton but i the
south-east the west and the north, lands of old enclosure

~

where other $ystems of cultvation wers = ~~
taa
man

o« asuuety canstiuted by the
v the manor or hiy agents on the one side and by his
peasant serfs on the other The freeman were few and far




worked many other strips 1n other parts of the open field The
strips were not, in most cases, divided from one another by
%rus] balks, but only by the open drain made by the plough
3. 4,

The strips or 'lands” were not severally enclosed The whole
vast ‘open field was surrounded, when necessary, not by
permanent hedges but by movable hurdles There might be
two, three, or more of these great arable fields belonging to
the village and subdivided among the farmers, one of the fields
lay fillow while the others were under crop

The meadonlands for hay were cultnated on a similar
principle Both meadow land and arable, after hay and corn had
been cut, were thrown open for common pasture, the grazing
rights being ascribed to each man by stints and regulations
settled by the village community as a whole, to do justice to
each of its members

This system of cultrvation, ongmated by the first Anglo
Saxon settlers, lasted down to the time of the modern enclo-
sures It was economucally sound as long as the object of each
farmer was to raise food for hus famly rather than for the
market [t cambined the advantages of individual labour and
public control, 1t saved the expense of fencing, 1t gase each
farmer a fair share in the better and worse land, 1t bound the
villagers together as a2 commumiy and gase to the humblest
hts own land and his voice 1n the agnicultural policy to be
followed for the year by the whole village

On this d of peasant cul s was heanly
superimposed the feudal power and legal nghts of the lord
of the manor The peasant cultnators, in relation o each ather
were a self governing community, but m relation to the lord
of the manar they were serfs They had not the legal nght 1o
feave their holdings they were ascraptr glebae, bound to the
soil' They must grind their corn at the lord s mill {6} They
could not give their children in marniage without lus consent
Aboye all they owed huim field service on certain days of the
year, when they must Iabour not on their own land but en s,
under the orders of hus bailff {5] In some illages many of
the strips 1n the great field belonged to the lord, but he also
had 1n most cases a compact demesne land of his own

26 ,



off from Jabour on thew own stnps only on such workdays
23 the custom of the manor assigned to the lord In <ome ca<es
the wdlens themselses actually preferred the old system of
personal servioe

The commutation of field services had thus made some
headway before the twelfth century clased Butin the following
tentury the process Was very frequemty resersed  Workdans
for which money pavments had been substituted in the age of
Becket were bemng agam demanded 1 the age of Simon de
Montfort and 1n seme cases new burdens were imposed A

7 The shepherd s L fe

R Peasants keep sheep




between, fewer than they had been in Anglo-Savon times,
particularly 1n the Danelaw

But, for a true picture of medieval agriculture 1n England,
we must never forget sheep-farming and the shepherd s hfe
Our ssland produced the best wool n Europe, and had for
centurtes supplied the Flemish and Itahan looms with matenal
with which they could not dispense for luxury production, and
which they could get now here else The woolsack, the symbolic
seat of England’s Chancellor, was the true wealth of the King
and of his subjects, nich and poor, cleric and lay, supplying
them with coin over and above the food they wrung from the
soil and themselves consumed Not only the distinctively
pastoral regions, the great Yorkshire dales and the Cotswold
hlls and Sussex downs and the green oozy 1slands of the fens,
but ordmary arable farms had sheep tn abundance Not only
the great sheep farming barons, bishops, and abbots - with
their flocks counted by thousands and tens of thousands,
tended by professional shepherds - but the peasants of
ordinary manors themselves dealt 1n wool, and often together
owned more sheep than were fed on the lords demesne
Indeed the proportion of English sheep reared by the peasants
was mcreasing 1n the reign of Edward IIT as agamst the
number reared by lay and ecclesiastical landlords [7, 8] !

The lifetime of Chaucer roughly corresponds with the years
when the disruption of the old manorial system was in most
rapid and pamful progress But the change was not complete
] long after hus death and 1t had begun long before us birth
As early as the twelfth century the lords of a number of
manors had adopted 2 custom of cormmuting for money rents,
the forced services due on therr demesne lands The serfs did
not thereby become freemen in the eye of the law, they were
stll subject to other servile dues, and even their Iability to
work for certain days on their lord s land mught be revived of
he chose to renew hus clam  Meanwhile 1t stood commuted
from year to year For expenence had taught the baliff that
the demesne was better cultnvated by hired men working all
the year round, than by the grudging service of farmers called

1 See Esleen Power, Medieval Enghsh W ool Trade, 1941, chap 11
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tabourers who had notand were able, i the general scatoity of
fiands, to demand much fugher wages than before, whether fram.
e bailef of the demesne ot from the farmers of the epen ficld
Some lords stll rehed on the compulsory labour of the scrfs
10 cultivate the home farm, but the decreased aumbers and the
increasing recalentrance of the vitlagers from whom such ser-
ez were due clopzed the wheels of the old aystem Qften,
when the baihff pressed a villesn to perform hus field work, he
‘8’ 1o berter bl on the other side of the forest, where
every town and every village was sa short of labaur after the
Black Death that hagh wages Were given to ymougrants, and
10 questions asked as to whence thev came A sesf, “bound to
the sod of @ manor by taw, mught detack humself 1n physical
teatity, unless andeed he was encumbered by a wife and

children whose rargratian was mote defficutt Such flights” of
znple nllems nenalle tha srnme and acaras © ke -

except for a low money rent

More and more, therefore, 25 Chaucer was growing to man-
haod, the lords abandoned the attempt to cultivate thew
demesne Jands by the old method, and consented to comemute
field sernces for tash Since there was more comn per head of
the reduced population, 1t was easier for the sexf to save or
borrow enough shillings 10 buy fus freedom and to pay money
Tent for hus fann And manv of the peasants kept sheep, by the
sale of whose wool they obtasmed comn 1o buy therr freedom

“Mith the money recerved 1 heu of field service, the lords
could offer wages to free labourers But thev could seldom offer
eotgh because the price of Jabour was now so fugh Many
fandlords therefate ceased 1o cultnate the demesne. themsebves,
and 11 0 on fease 10 a new class of yeoman farmer These
farmers often took over the lord s cattle on  stack and-fand
lease Sometumes they pad money sents, but often it was
agreed that they should pay 1 kind, supplying the household
of the manor with s food and drink The Yord s farnily had
aliays been fed from the produce of the home farm and, now
that 1t was let, the old kindly connevion was contimued with
muneat convemence On some manars 1 pastoral drstrects



general ighteming up and definng of the lords” clawus charac-
terized the thirteenth century, particularly on certam great
ecclesiastscal estates where commutation had formerly been
creeping

One cause of this feudaf reaction was the rapid increase of
pop and the 1 fand-hunger of the thirteenth
century As the famufies of the viffens muluplied, the number
of strips in the open field assigned to a single farmer grew less
The pressure of popufation on the means of subsistence, and the
competition for land to farm, enabled the lord s badsff to dre
harder bacgatas with the villewns, and to re enfarce or enforce
more strictly the demand for field work on the home farm as
the condition for tenure of other lands

When therefore the fourteenth century began, the lords of
the manors were in a strong position But then the tide turned
once more The increase of population had slowed down in the
reign of Edward If and it was agamn becormng usnal 1o com
mute field services for money rents, when the disaster of the
Black Death {1348-9) tame to speed the change

Yhen a third or possibly a half of the inhabrtants of the
Fangdom died of plague 1n less than tmo years what nas the
effect on the social and economic position in the average
Enghish village ” Obviously the survivors among the peasantry
had the whip-hand of the lord and tus barff Instead of the
recent hunger for land there was a shortage of men to il it
The value of farms fell and the price of labour went up at a
bound The lord of the manor could no longer cultnate his
demesne land with the reduced number of serfs whie mam
of the strip holdings 10 the open fields were thrown back on
fus hands, because the famalies that farmed them had dred of
plague

But the lord s difficulry nas the peasant s opportumty The
siumber of strips in the open field held by a single fasmer were

4 by the ) of deseliet hold and the

willemn cultsvators of these farger unus became mn effect iddle
¢lass yeomen employng Tured Jabour Naturally they sebelled
all the more agamnst their own servile status and aganst the
deraards of the baslff that they should sull perform thesr
‘workdays sn person on the lord s demesne Nleanwhile free
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9 Sowing prain

where the peasants grew rich by selling wool, the bonda
tenants took a lease of the whole of the lord s demesne a3
drvided 1t among themselves

In 2 number of different ways, therefore, new classes of sul
stantial yeomen came into existence Some of them farmed 1}
Jord s demesne, others the new lands lately enclosed from th
waste, others took ever strips i the old open field fo] Som
dealt 1n corn, others i sheep and wool, others 1 a mre
husbandry The increase in therr numbers and prospenty se
the tone of the new England for centuries to come The mou
of the English yeoman - his independence, Tus hearty goo:
natuse, hus shallan archery [xo] ~ fills the ballads from the tim:
of the Hundred Years War to the Stuart era?

The wide gap between lord and v dlen that had chasacterizec
the soctety of the feudal manor ss beng filled vp Indeed the
villewn serf 15 10 process of extinction He s becommng a yeomar
farmer, or else a landless fabourer And between these twe
classes enmuty 1s now set The peasantsy are drvided among

h as employers and employed, and an early phase of
theur strife 1s seen 1 the famous Statutes of Labourers

t The word yeoman meant any sort of countryman of the
muddiing elasses uswally 3 farmer, but somrtimes a senant or apn
armed retmner (like the hnights and the Canons veomen n the
Canterbury Tales) In the earhier baltads Robin Huod 13 not 8 disgussed
cart but a yeman The tdea that a yeoman must be s frecholder
owhing hts own land 15 ser3 late indeed




1o Practising at the butts

These Parliamentary ans to keep down wages were passed
at the petitiot of the Commons, at the mstance of the smaller
gentry and tenant farmers  husbands and land tenants’ as
the Statutes called them The policy was dictated by the new
agricuttural muddle class rather than by the old-fashroned
feudal magnates though the great Jandlords supported the
demand of therr tenants, because high wages tadiectly
endangered the payment of rents But the duect quarrel lay
between tno classes of peasants the small farmer and the
landless labourer whom he hured thewr fathers mught have
norked theit strps of land side by stde 10 the vllege feld 2nd
laboured together as serfs on the lord 2 demesne, but the sons'
Interests were opposed

These Parlamentary laws 1n restraint of wages mark the
gradual change from 2 society based on local customs of
“erona Lgam  nbnn mann B

1t bl Wake> U L0 4 tesser degree of prices also Speciaf
justices are appomnted to enforce the Parhamcn!ary fates, and
to pumish those who demand more '

So the battle of the landless labourers agasnst th,
backed bv the Parltamentary justices wem ?7;, fromE(;a:":::
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the ficld work of the villen on the demesne lands readening
stnfe yet more acute

The battl for freedom differing in sts precise character
from manor fo manot and from farm to farm Yed to sporadic
acts of violence that prepared the way for the nismng of 1381
The preamble of a statute passed by the Paclizment of 1377
1s sigmficant. The lords of manors a5 well men of Haly
Church as other  compla n that the villesns on thesr estates

sffirm them to be quit and ustesly d scharged of all manner of
sesfage due as well of ther bady as of therr tenures and will
not suffer any distress or other yustice 1o be made upon them
but do menace the nunissters of the ¢ fords of hfe and member
and wh ch more 15 gather themselves w great yours Bnd agree

by such confederacy that every one shall 2 & athet to resist their
Yords with strong hand ¢

1f such had for years been the state of the countryside we
Y f a v

v v
resist the Parliamentary laws fiung wages and untons of villein
farmers to resst che tustar of the manor had taught whole
communties 1o defy the govermng class by passive and acte
Tesstance “NVor was soctal discontent confined to the viliage
In the market towns overshadowed by grest abbeys ke
St Albans ard Bury $t Edmunds not only the serfs but the
burghers were at constant stnfe with the monks who refused
he mumiespal Uberties which suecessive Yangs had readdy sold
0 towns forrunate enough to have grown up on royal land

The Englsh rebels were aot Wke the Jocquense of France
starving men doven to violence by despair In wealth end
independence their posison was impraving fast but nat fast
enough 1 sanisly thew new aspisations And many of them
1ad the self respeet and discsphine of soldiers having been
armed and dulled 1n the mlina Vot 2 few of the famous

¢ Statutes of the Reabm 1 p 2

s
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11 Many of the English rebels had the self respect and disciphne ol
soldeers

English longbowmen were found 1n the rebel ranks And 1
the forests lurked formidable allies of the mosement, Robm
Hood bands of autlaws peasants whom upper class justice had
drnven to the greenwood, professional poachers broken men,
eriminals, and discharged soldters of the French war
These various forrmdable elements of social resplt had been
inflamed by a propaganda of Chnistian Democracy, demanding
101 God s name freedom and justice for the poor Such was the
preaching of John Ball and of many sinerant priests and friars
(r2] And the pansh priest, being usually of much the same
class as the villein farmer, often sympathized with his desire
for freedom The 1dealism of the mosement was Chrstian, 1n
most cases not unorthodoy, though some of Wychf s Lollard
preachers were molsed But whether orthodox or heretic, the
rebels had lost all sespect for the prvileges of the wealthy
Tourdimren, e Qrsanan gy Whrd e upnan das
1n resistance to the demands of the poor The nch monastenes,
prelates, or laymen, w ho tooh the tithe of the pansh and starved
the parson, were hateful ahike to the priest and his pantshioners



In the soutyy castern half of Loglang the chref arey of the
revolt the Monastenes yere Specially UBpopular ang suffered
much from the violence of the rebels The Prior of Bury gt
Edmungs Was murdereg b his guwn serfs In London W at
Tylers men beheaded the r\!chblshop of Canlcrbur) on

eca hancellor of the realm pe tepresented

ng Bishop of
0rw1ch Jed 4y on the army thay SUPPressed the nsing 1n
3t Angla Ty, S 2nd the o, tive
elementy alwayy Present together m the Chnstpap Church
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sent round by the poputar leaders that “ John Ball hath rusgen
sour bell Headed sometumes by the pansh priest, sometimes
by old archers, 1n a few cases by sympathetic gentry, the half+
armed villagers and townsfolk rose They invaded the manor-
houses and abbeys, extorted the rights they clmmed, and bumnt
obnoxious charters and manor rolls Some murders were com
mutted, and the gentry fled from their homes to hide 1n the
thickets of the woods, whence the outlaws had just emerged

Then took place the most remarhable incrdent of our long
socsat history ~ the capture of Londan Many of the wilage
bands had been advised to march on the capital, where the
popular leaders had alhes The London mob and a party
among the aldermen opened the gates to the rustc armues The
pante of the governing class was such that the impregnable
royal fortress of the Tower was surrendered to the rebels,
much as the Basulle was surrendered 1 1789 Unpopul

h were dered, wcluding the midd Archbishop
Sudbury, whose head was placed over London Bndge [+2]
Lawyers were specally ob And 2 of foreign
artisans was perpetrated by their trade nvals !

The cause of law and order had been lost by the poltrooner)
of the Government 1t was revindicated partly by courage and
pantly by fraud The boy hung Richard II whom the rebels
had everywhere declared to be on their side met their London
army at Mide End and granted commutanon of ail servile dues
for a rent of four pence an acre and a free pardon for all the
rebels Thrty clerks were set to work drawing up charters of
Lberaton and of pardon for the men of each village and
manor, as well as more generally for every shire After this
great concession, W hich satisfied the majonty of the rebels, it
became possible to deal sternly with the more recalotrant
Wat Tyler was slain at Smuthfield 1n the presence of the meb
he fed [13] After that bold stroke by Mayor Wafworth the

1 The only seference in the Canterbury Cales 1o the events of 1381
accurs i The Nun s Priest s Tale when the farm hands are chasing the

fox




13 Wat Teler slan at Smuthfichd 1n the presence of the mob he ted

upper class recovered ws coursge called out ns men at-arms,
put down the nsing m London and sn the provinces, and
punished 1t with cruel seventy The chanters of hiberation,
which had senved therr turn were repealed by Parfizment as
11z g been evtorted under duress

The rebellion had been 2 grear sncident and ats hrstaty
throws a floed of bight on the Enghish folk of that day His-
tor1ans cannot decide whesher it helped of rerarded the move-
ment for the abolition of serfdom which contmped at such
the same pace afier 1381 25 before But the spunt that had
prompred the nsing was one of the chief sexsvns why serfdom
died our 1n England as 1t did not die out en she Contnent of
Rurope

Personal firedom became unisersal at an early date m our
country and this probably 1s one reason for the weological
attachment of Englishmen to1he very name of froedass  Bog



many of the serfs won this freedom at the price of divorce from
the soil, and the ever wmcreasing wealth of the country was
d by greater mequal of income The feudal
manar under its lord had been 2 communty of serfs all poor,
but nearly afl with nghts of their own 1n the land to which they
were bound, the land was tied to them as well as they to the
fand The modern willage under the squire was a society of
wealthy farmers, village craftsmen and a proletaniat of free
but landless labourers constantly dnfting off to the towns The
change from the one form of society to the ot er was fong
drawn out through centuries from the twelfth to the nineteenth
Typical of the new England of Chaucers day was the
yeoman farmer, Clement Paston whose descendants became
great landowners and pohticiars  East Anghia i the following
century Of hum 1t was told that -

He was a good plan husband{man] and lived upon his land
that he had in Paston and kept thereon a plough all turtes
the year and somenmes in barleysell two ploughs The sad
Clement yede [went] at one plough both winter and summer
and he rode to mull on the bare horseback with his com under
him and brought home meal again under lum and also drove
fus cart with divers coms to Wynterton to sell as a good
husband{man] ought to do Also he had m Paston a five score
or a six score acres of land at the most {about four times &
normal villesn holding] and much thereof bondland to Gemyng
ham Hall wah a hitle poor water mill runming by the nser
there Other Inelode nor manors had he none nor 1n none other
place (6 14 16]

Himself free he marred a bondwoman  He saved enough
money to send their son to schaal and thence to the law and
so founded the fortunes of the {famous \orfolk famuly that in
two generations acquired many manors 1n many another
place - and left to posterity the Paston Letters

The story of the nsing of 1381 rerminds us how it policed
was the England of that da) and how weak the arm of the faw
T - % viofence were everyday

- wist each guard his own

s peace had never been

«



335 Thewate md( theet aps serin e nl streamy

gy O Quomamdomings al
5*% fouser o teerat

Ao 6 of fupefomned deodt

16 Carang the com wphalt



very strong, but 1t had probably been stronger in the reign of
Edward I and possibly even under Henry I The Hundred
Years War ennched wndiiduals with plunder and ransoms
from France, and swelled the luxury of court and castle, but
was a curse to the country as a whole It increased disorder and
violence, by rasing the fighting nobslity and their retaners
above the controf of the Crown

The King was powerless to act against the great nobles,
because tus military were the ded
by the nobles tk 1 His army d, not of hus own
Lafe Guards and regiments of the fine, but of numerous smail
bodies of archers and men-at arms enhsted and pad by earls
and barons kmghts and professionat soldiers of fortune, who
hured out their services to the Government for a greater or less
time Such troops might do well for the French war, and might
rally round the throne on an occasion hike the Peasants Rising
when all the upper classes were threatened by a common
danger But they could scarcely be used to suppress themselves,
or to arrest the employers whose badges they wore on their
coats, and whose pay yngled mn thewr pockets Once indeed,
1 1378, the Commons insisted thar a special commussion
should be sent 1nto the country to restore order But the new
body was necessanly composed of great lords and thew
retaners who were soon found to be even more mtolerable
than the lawbreakers whom they were sent to suppress The
Commons next year asked that they might be recalled, a> the
King s subjects were being brought into  serfage to the sad
Seigneurs and commussioners and their rettaues

A very sumlar story 1 told in Prers Plowman, where Peace
comes to Parhament with a petition agamst Wrong  who in
his capaoty of Kings officer has broken mto the farm,
ravished the women, carnied off the horses taken wheat from
the granary, and left 1n payment a tally on the Kmgs
exchequer Peace complams that he has bren unable to get
the law of tum, for he mamtaineth his men to murder mine
awn’ Such were the King s officers as known in the country
districts They were really ambitious lords using the hings
name to acquire weath for themselves These evils were partdy
the result of the bankruptcy of the government The King
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17 and 18 Every man was etpected to ‘take his own part with st

In most of the counties of England the King’s wnt ran
though 1t was often evaded or defied Murderers and thiees,
when not 1n the service of sume great lord, were often obliged
to fly to the greenwood, ot to take sanctuary and then forswear
the realm Sometimes they were actually arrested and brought
mnto court Even then they often slipped through the meshes of
law by pleading their clergy or by some other lawyer s tnck
But, at worst, a great many thieves and 2 few murderers were
hanged by the King s justice every year The engne of law
worked 1n the greater part of England though cumbrously,
corruptly, and at random

But 1n the counties bordering on Scotland the King's wrt
can scarcely be smd to have run at all War sefdom ceased, and
cattle raiding never On those roadless fells, society consisted
of mounted clans of farmer warriors at feud among themselves
and at war with the Scots No man looked to the King s officers
to protect or avenge lim In the land of the Border ballads all
men were warrors and mest women were heromnes

To Chaucer it was an unknown dsstant, barbarous land -
much further off than France - far in the North, I cannot
tellen where’ There the Percies and other border chiefs were
building magmficent castles to resist the siege of the King of
Scotland s armtes — Alnwick, Warkworth, Dunstanburgh,
Chipchase, Belsay, and many more The lesser gentry had
their square *peel tawers ’, stnaller copres of the castles of the
great, there were no manor-houses, 2 product of refatne peace
The peasants Ined in wooden shanties that the rasders bumnt

at



fist with arrow or keufe

253 matter of course while the snhabitants and their cattfe hud
1n the woods or sheltered 1n the peels [1g-21}

Thus state of thangs outlasted the Tudors wha gave such
firm peace 0 the rest of England Only after the umon of the
Crowns on the head of James Stuart had made an end of
Border War {s6o3) d1d peaceful manor houses begia to nse
bessde the castles and peel towers of the north

One result of thus lang contiuance of warkike habits, anud 2
sparse population was that a greater famiianity between fugh
and low prevated i those witd regons and lasted into madern
umes The moorland shepherd and the hnd  as the northern
farm hand was called never became as subject to squise 2nd
Tarmer as the pauper lahourer of the so xth 1n days to come
‘There was always a breath of frecdom blowng off the moors

While the north was stdl armed and fortified for war, and
while the Marcher lords sl rehied on their castles to hold
down the Welsh in the more civihized pasts of England o was
no Tonger usual for Jords and gentleren to build fortress-
homes meant to withstand the ssege of  regular army $vhde
the Black Pnnce was ravaging France war was no longer 3
normal intsdent 10 the English countryside But local vsolence
was Aways to be frared, whether from the retamers of 2 bad
neghbour the rebellious peasants of 1be village ot outlaws
from the grecawood

Modafied precautions were therefore taken m the domestic
aschitecture of the day “The manor-houses that rose through



19 Alnwick Castle, Northumberland

20 Peel tower ~ Smastholm Tower, Roxburghshire (note the
oirdline wall far enclacne retatnere’ hite and rattle)
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31 The fortified tower of Great Sﬂkekl Church, C\zmbrrhnd

ot the southern and midland counties were seldom more than
w0 storeys bugh and they were not competely castellated, but
they presented narrow shot-hole windows on the sides that
overlocked the moat, across which entry was made by the
drawbndge The mner and safer aspect thas locked on to an
enclosed courtyard had larger windows and more domesticated
achitecture The courryard was surrounded by suites of
woms, the demands of luturous Iving had recensly added
more sccommodation 1o the high hall, pariour and latchea
which had met the needs of a simpler age Holes 1n the soof no
longer sufficed to conduet the smoke of the heasth anay from
theoats and eyes, noble fireplaces were now built i (he
dwelhng rooms and great chimngys 1 the thickness of the
walls Butthe farm and the cottage nere still without chymneys
Near the menor house lay the formal garden or Jady s pleas-
aunce, the tradinonal place for flrtation according to the
poetry of the laws of love (22 23]

In hilly countrv 3 moat fitled with water was less wsual and
the nise of ground tevk 1ty place tn the scheme of defence.

.
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19 Alnwck Castle Northumberland.

20 Peel tower Smatlholm Tower Roxburghshire (note the
girdhng wall for enclosing retainers huts and cantle

7 - -
2 <
*



While the square keeps of the Norman warttors were beng
deserted as no langer habitable, same of the finer Plantagenct
aastles wete being enfarged and adapted to the uses of a new
2ge. Not a few of them continued s royal or private palaces
down 1o the tme when Milton s Comus was acted @ Laudlow
Castle Finally Cromwell s men stormed and dismantled 2

farge proportion of the castles which had ull then setved as
homes of the great,

The fasms and cottages of the poor were built of logs or
planks, or of uprights and beams supporting rubble and clay

e floors were usually bare earth, and the roof of thasch
Butsunce these bumble homes have disappeared, we know very
Ittle about them Something has already been sad abaut therr
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aenon the wsllage stabble and pasture, the poor beasts, half
the siz¢ of modern cattle, were lean with scant fare and tough
withyears of twgging at the plough but some were slaughtered
every \Lartnmas to be salted for the winter s food or were
%elled fresh for Chnvtmas feasting {25 32]

Bacon w2s 3 mare common diah on the cattage table but the
number of prgs in the village herd depended on the extent and
character of the waste On some manors the heaths and woods
bad shrunk to small prop before the h of

st farms enclosed for agriculture In others particularly
9 west and north the aste was essentral to the Lfe of many
famihes Loneh squatters wath or withaut leave buddt thee
butg and fed their beasts an some outlnng but of land And
eery lawful villager required tumber from the trees on the

25 Spuning and carding wool
-
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whabitants during this period of social change and strife But
nothing 1s more difficult to assess than the real degree of the
peasants poverty or well being which differed greatly not only
from place to place but from year to year \any of them by
feeding sheep acquired considerable wealth by the sale of the
wool the great English wool mart was supplied largely by the
peasants Their bread and ale depended on the uncertan
harvest of the common field and n bad seasons there was local
shortage or famine But meat cheese and vegetables made up
an equally important part of their diet Many peasants hept
poultry and ate the eggs Most had a plot of land with therr
cottage where peas beans or more pnmitine worts Mere
grown and where sometimes a cow or pig was kept The
farmers of the open ficld whether serf or free had each his
24 Haddon Hall Derbysh re (note the t o courtyards of ths

half fortified manor house)




oxen on the village stubble and pasture, the poor beasts, half
the size of modern catile, were Jean with scant fare and tough
with years of tuggmne at the plough, but some were shaughtered
eseny Martmmas to be salted for the winter s food, or were
ufled fresh for Chrstmas feasting [25 32]

Bacon was a more common dish on the cottage table, but the
number of pigs 1n the vellage herd depended on the extent and
character af the waste  On some manors the heaths and woods.
had shrunk to smal} prop before the h of

assart farms enclosed for agneulture In others, partscularly
sn west and north, the waste was essentral to the hfe of many
families Lonely squatters wath of without Jesve, bult therr
huts 2nd fed their beasts on some outhying bit of land And
eery lawhul villager required timber from the trees on the

25 Spinming and rerding wool
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inhabitants, during this peniod of social change and stnfe But
nothing 15 more difficult to assess than the real degree of the
peasants poverty or well-being, which differed greatly not only
from place to place but from year to year Many of them by
feeding sheep acquired considerable wealth by the sale of the
wool, the great Enghsh wool mart was suppled largely by the
peasants Their bread and ale depended on the uncertain
harvest of the common field, and 1n bad seasons there was local
shortage or famine But meat, cheese, and vegetables made up
an equally important part of therr diet Many peasants Lkept
poultry and ate the eggs Most had a plot of land with therr
cottage, where peas, beans, or more prumttive worts mere
grown, and where sometimes a cow or pig was kept The
farmers of the open field, whether serf or free, had each his
24 Hadden Hall Derbyshire (note the two courtyards of this

half fortsfied manor-house)
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oven on the village stubble and pasture, the poor bewsts, half
the size of modern cattle, were lean with scant fare and tough
wath years of uggng at the plough, but some were saughtered
every Vartinmas to be salted for the winter 5 food, or were
kled fresh for Chrstmas feasting {25 321
Bacen was a more common dish on the cottage rable, but the
number of pigs 10 the viltzge herd depended on the exteat and
character of the waste  On some manors the heaths and woods
had shrunk te small prop before the b of
assart farms enclosed for agrscuiture In others, particularly
t west and rorth, the waste was essentsal 1o the hie of many
famthes Lonely squatters mith or without leave built theie
hts and f2d theur beasts on some owtlying bit of tand And
every lawful villager requured timber from the trees on the

2, Spieoing snd carding ool
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waste, to buld Ius cottage,. ta warm hus hearth and cook his
food, to make his cants, ploughs, farm tools, and houschold
furniture The nights of the customan tenants differed from
manor to manor, but often they had the privilege of cutung
wood for building and carpentry, and of taking sticks for fuel
by hook and crook , that s, by pulling branches from standing
trees The waste, too, meant pigpannage and extra pasture for
cattle and sheep, the latter often the most valuable wtem in a
peasant s budget by the sale of the wool In these respects the
comfort and wealth of the willager dsminished as the cornfields
encroached on wild nature There was gam with loss and loss
with store
Bur there ts other meat besides beef and mutton, poultry and
bacon The waste and the woodland swarmed with game In
the fung s forests, an ever dimimshing area, and w the warsens
and enclosures of lords and gentry, which were always on the
increase, the deer and lesser game were guarded by severe laws,
and stll more effectss ely by keepers who admunustered club law
aof thetr onn without bothersng the King's cousts Poaching
was not only the hnelihood of outlaws but the passion of men
of all classes - gentry clerks of Holy Church, besides farmers
and workmen seeking a pheasant or hare for the pot?
In 138g the Commons complaned 1n Pashament that
artificers and labourers, and senants and grooms keep grey-
hounds and other dogs and on the holy davs when good
Chnistsan people be at Church, hearing dnme service, they go
hunting 1n parhs, warrens, and coneynies of lords and others, to
the very great destruction of the same il indeed 1s the heart
of mant Henceforth fet no layman with less than forty shithings
ayear m hand, and po priest ar cferk with fess than ten pounds
mcome a year, be so bold as to heep sporting nets or dogs So
the Statute decreed, how far st was ohserved may welf be
doubted t There were moreover, grear regons of moos fen,

¢ The o il affceacy of 2be peacher tumed gamehesner o

2s old a3 Chancer

A thuef of venison, that hath forlaft

His Iherousness and 3l his olde eralt

Can kepe 3 forest best of any man (Docsor s Tale)

2 Statutes of the Realm, 51, p 65
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and woodlang where game was not Stnctly presers ed and coyld
be taken wyepy little or pg nsk of challenge

bbits, then called ‘coneys , were 2plaguen Many parts of
Medieva) England, ang Were snared ang dug out by ail classes,
€XCPLIn prrvae Wartens [33] Tq take and et Small birds Jike
thrushes ang larks yag then a5 gy 10 our g

e Connnem, they were limed ang netted 10 gregy Dumbers
both b, nts the Porting Bty [32) Dy
most of all dd ;¢ rejoIce the farmer o heart to shay secretly for

Teams ang meres, and
tews {ponds) of ™anor hoyse and abbey
© read

The Bentry speny MUCh of the,, lives hunnng the deey with
houng, o, ! at pheasapy, Parindge, on g
JI0g out gy night to net the f, t
b A b o . ' and the bag,

S 2nd tlyng | Urhamen, efe
ore
the gallery of fag; the lighter 1des herr g, hy
more sergyg BEre war op, 0ad, and ¢ its, nzn’onzl
Pohtics o, &) admxmstmmn * The ro\e;nen of
28ricultyrg) Methods g,y 0t interesy gp, h a5 the,
! In the fifre, by the pen o
brdge 3te or 5ol f Mo te theee thou;nd‘;:i‘lcontgf oy
BICR Qo pcgy of thewr G Ster extate 7o o g,
2 The Lnighey op the sture (o -
Commong) BUSY i1 Joeat adm, u".Zn n \x:."n o 1o of
;‘w:n: ed of 1636 Ons whg were kn, hts of i
© fifty odg p,, hament, Eduwarg 1y irea’E 7 shre

o

al ‘E’I!h! 3

41 03 Juspicer f the Peyg 1IXES) 381 a shenggy . 0
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descendants The historan of Inghsh farming has said
*Feudat barors ase cacely represented as fumbling n the
vecesses of thewr areat for ssmples of corn,’s Tt the break-up
of the feudal manar, aod the new ofpt}v]nunmcs " aﬁordlc:l oa(‘
for the masket, ed the way o agneultur
o r'and thereby o conaged the landlord class <o
ke 2 greatet wtesest 1 farmmg methods Indeed, Tord
Berheley, though very exceptonal, was a great impeoser of his
1and 3 founeenth-cenmry Coke of Norfolk
By self-flattenng €atlacs , some of our city-bred folk today
suppose that thew ancestots, because they wete accustomed to
country s1ghts and sounds on workdays as well 2a weeh-ends,
cared nothung for the loveliness around them No doubt many
of thets raed thewe tyes 10 nawsre s beauty s httle 28 the
Philisteses of taday But the poetry of the age of Chaucer and
Langland shows that they were by no meaes alf so indifferent
Here, man alliteras of the md &

)18
2 poacher s accaunt of dawn i e woods as he wats for the
deer

in the monethe of Maye when murthes bene fele,

And the sesone of somere when softe bene the wedses,

Als 1 went 1o the wodde my wecdes ta dreghe,

In ta the schynes my-selfe 2 schoste e o gete

41 ane hert or ane hynde happen as 1§ myghte

And 25 Drvghtyn the day droue from the hewen,

Als I babade one # banke be a bryme syde,

There the gryse was grene growen with floures -

The pomzo e pervyake, 2o the pioe the nche ~

The dewe sppon dayses donkede fult fare

Burgons and dlossomns and braunches full swete,

And. the mery mystes full myldely gane falle

The cukkowe, the cowschate, kent were they bathen,

And the thrastulls full throly threpen s the bankes,
Ant iche foule m that frythe faynere than other

“That the derke was dang and the day & bghtencde
Hertys and hyndes one tullys thay goucn,

The Fove and the fiimarfe thay fede 10 the erthe
Thie bare burlies by hawes, 2nd harde dvedar dryres,
And feches faste to b Sourme and fatills fur 1 mtt

1 Emle o 1t
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the change from medieval to modern maght be ascribed o 3he
age of Chancer He amself Lke Dante 15 known to us clad 1n
the digndied long gown and plain hood ~the distincnely
medievel dress that 1he Franciscan brotherhood still preserves
n our mudst 1 s swnplest faem. But Chaucer s fashmnable
captemparanes espetially the younger sort sbandaned the
decent gown for 2 shart coat ar jacket and displaved the
symmetry of thess legs sn tight fimng hosen The new
resembled n fundamental form the caat and trousers of the
tnodera aate biped But by 5o means m our drab detart and
tmasotom of duliness n Richard 11 s court, coats and hosen
Bhized with colovr One leg maghs be draped 3o red the other
w blue Men wore their estates on thetr backs  2nd flashed
10 jewels and contly stuffs 0o less than theis wives Followmng
the fashion of an extravagant court gided youth was everys
whete espressed m fancy  Sleeves slod upon the canth
shocs with long toe potnts chasned to the wasst prevented the
wearer from kneeling to 53y Yus prayers [42-4)

“Tre long gown dud not however go out of use among the
mote sober pact of mankind ull Tudor times: And sometymes.

fll  ng 15 the translat on of these kaes gven m H 5 Bennett s
L« the Engluk Manor p 271

+ May when there are many thangs to 7j0y 20d 10 the sumoner
eason when oirs are soft 1 wene ta the wood 10 take my tuck and
among the shaws 10 get & shot at hart or hund a8 1t ahould happen
And s the Lord drove the day through the heavens 1 sayed oa 2
bank besde 4 biook where the grass was green and starred wth
floners  primroses penwinkles and the twch pennyropal The dew
dappied the dais €5 most beaunifully and also the buds blassoms and
branches while around me the soft musts began to falf Both the
cuckoo and pgean were tovgang loudly and the throsles m the
‘banky des eageriv poured out thear songs and evesy bsrd m the wand
scemed more def ghred than bus neighbour that datkness was dane
and the dayl ght Terumed Harts and hunds hetske themefves to the

blls the fox and polecat seek thew ranths the hare 3quats by the
l]x:eige; hurr er and hastens thither 4o her Sorme and prepares to
lurk there

The hart paused went on caut owsly Mtanng here and there byt
1ast e bet dows. 2 began op bos feed Then 1 hauled to the book
[re the trigger of the cron bow] snd amate she hart L sa bagy
$hat 3 bur Tum befund the left sholder

posed
3
tha bt ¢ had fatlen dows. dead

4 Qb e hs e e e


















te on o solf hecame an extravagance men of hich rank

$Sath much absurd and ephemeral lvum came i much
sold comfort and new habuts of Itfe that have survived \m\.
N

L
been poured it England during the early sad mose succes! ul

part of the Hundred Years War revalutonszed the prumtie
ecanamy of the Enghsh feudat household just as amang the
ancient Romans the tnbute and plunder of the Meditesranean
overturned the austere simplictts of Camillus and Cato French
nobles taken sm war wated sometimes for vears till sherr
ransems could be wrang from thert peasants and meanw hile
they It ed as honoured guests sn the country houses of thesr
Enghsh captors they hunted with the men made love to the
lades and taught Unglsh provincial sunphetty that svery
gentleman must have this fashean tn bis clothes or that dish
on his table

Lndet such witors luxury increased and with 1t commerce
grew and refinement spread by the sery means which the
maralists denounced The merchants of the town sejoiced to
supply the noblemens courts with evers new fashion and
requirement t dress furmure or food By ther own magm
Feence and outlay the fendal lords were helping the nse of the
mercantile classes wha were one day o take thesr place Host
of our town manufactures and prerseas commerce, and almast
all European tradde with the East sete conducted 1o supply the
uxuries of castle and manor hause and not 33 1 modern
times the needs of the mass of the population Enghsh rowas
and Enghsh trade would have made litle headway m those
davs f they had catered only for the farm a0d the cartase

46 Chauces sexdt g s poeme to s noble conpany
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of hugh reak

the gawn wself became an extaatigance, men oF gl EOE

Wath much obsurd and ephemeral Juxury came n mI.JC)I
solid comfort and new habits of Ife that have sucssed .\.n‘a
for the first time 1 our country, gendlemen’s famulies rotired
from the great hall where they used to feed in patriarchal com-
muntty with their household, and ate ther more fashonable
meals 1 pervate The tribute and plander of France that had |
been poured into England during the early and more successful
part of the Hundred Years War resolutionized the prioutise
economy of the English feudal househald, just as, among the
ancient Romans, the tnbute and plunder of the Mediterrancan
overturned the austere sumpheaty of Camillus and Cato French
nobles, taken 1n war, wared sometimes for years il ther
ransoms could be weung from thesr peasants, and meanwhile
they Inned 25 honoured guests i the country bouses of their
English captors, they hunted with the men, made fove to the
fadies, and taught Fnglsh provincial simpherty that exery
gentleman must have this fashion 1n hus clothes or that dish
on bas sable

Under such tutors lavury wicreased, and wath 1t commerce
grew and refinement spread by the very means which the
snoralists denounced The merchants of the town rejorced to
supply the noblemens courts with every new fashion and
srequirement, (n dress, furnitae, of food By therr own magm-
ficence and outlay the feudal ords wese helping the rise of the
mercantile classes who were one day ta take there place Most
of our 1own manufactures and s erseas cammesce, and atmost
a1t European teade with the Esst wece conducted to supply the
luxurtes ot castle and manar-house, and not, as in modern
umes, the needs of the mass of the population English towns
and Enghsh trade would have made Imle hesdwav in those
days 1f thev had catered onby for the farm and the cottage,
which produced sherr oo fooud while almost all ther elathuo,
furnture, 303 farm 1mplements were home made aither by the
prasant family wself or by the craftsmen of (he wiflage

b Chicne sesco o gem t0 8 b company
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CHAPTER TWO 1340-1400
CHAUCER S ENGLAND
TOWN AND CHURCH

In the fourteenth centurs the Englnh town was stll a rera!
and agricultural commaunty, a» well as a centre of industry and
commerce {t had its stone wall or earth mound to protect ity
dntngushing it from an open viflage But outsde lay the
town field unenclosed by hedges, where each atizen farmer
cultnated hrs own stnps of cornland and each grazed hus
cattle or sheep on the common pasture of the town which
wswalh lay along the rmerside as at Oxford and Cambndge !
In 1388 st was lud down by Parlamentary Statute that
harvest tiune journeymen and apprentices should be called oa
to lay aside their crafts and should be compelled to cut gather
and bring in the corn  mayors buhffs and constables of
towns were to see this done * In Norwich the second oty of
the hangdom the weavers till Jong after this perjod, were
conseripted every year to fetch home the hanest Even
London was no exception to the rule of a half rustic ife There
was none of the ngrd drvisien berween rural and urban which
has prerarted since the Industnal Resolution \o Enghishman
then was 1gnorant of all country things as the great majonty
of Englishmen are today {37 s0f

The town was more insaitary than the viffage and was often
vasited by plague But it was not as in later centuries, crow ded
thick with stums Its houses sull stood pleasantly mmd gardens,

¥ Cambridge was protected nat by walls but by water the river on
the west the hang s ditch on the cast
2 Statutes of the Realm 11 56
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CHAPTER TWO 13403400
CHAUCER S ENGLAND
TOWN AND CHURCH

In the fourteenth century the Enghsh toun was stll 2 rural
and agricultural communits as well as a centre of mdustry and
commerce It had 1s stene wall or earth mound ta protect 1,
distinguishung t from an open willage But outside lay the
town field unenclosed by hedges where each atizen faemer
cultivated his own staps of cornland and each grazed hss
cattle or sheep on the common pasture of the town which
usually lay along the riverside as ar Oxford and Cambnidge?
In 1388 1t was fad down by Parhamentars Sear 7 )
harvest e ~ ~

to lay amide th v
and bring i ayms borhfts and constables of

towns were to see this done ¢ In “orwich the second cuty of
the kungdom the weavers ujf long after this penod were
conscripted every jear to fetch home the harvest Fiea
London was no exeeption to the rule of 2 half rustic Iife There
was none of the rigid diviston betsseen rural and urhan which
has prevarled since the {ndustrial Revoluton o Fnghshman
then was ignorant of all country thungs as the great majority
of Enghshmen are todav {47 5o}

‘The town was more insanstary than the village and was often
wistted by plague But it was nat as i later centuries, cronded
thick with slums Its houses still stood pleasantly amid gardens

2 Cacbindoe was rrotected not by walls but by water the aver on
the aest the hung s ditch on the rast
2 Statutes of the Realm 11 5%
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meme wha nfringed the mght of 3 London Cuszeq o¢
challenged the qunsdicuon of the Mayor

W great as was the poner of London and considerable as
were the *bbertes of other towns thes wese Toyal members ol
2 State whose Parhament legrsianed, portly by their adsiee, on
(heir economic concesns v so far 2 they were natonal, and in
the fourtcenth centory trade was becoming more and mace
national without cessimg to e munrcipad The hrstory of all
Englsh towns was snallowed up m the hutory of England
which they helped 1o make wile w Gevsnany, ot then a
natton the history of N rambe™ N
separate cha

But even .- PN
War naton - ot
ste ro st
win that a
burgher was to plav b=~ = ,
walls and f possible - .
Seotush radess bin = e s ot grear
men at fewd vath the primizges of the borough The principle
of consenption rased no Gifficulty 1n the mind of the medieval
Englishman How indeed could Yo »vra-e

wp ane hrst g woef *

defendh o~ ¢ i '
fcrr pur .

ke d:

belpg. wpintng the town bridge,

ue kanvest of the 10wn fiefds very occzeonatle
cleaning or mending the street in front of s own house, 3 man
ought be calied on for personal seree by the anse auxh'anucs
Such wotk v the common cause was not regarded 23 senvtle
]xj&; work on the lords demesne No one then thought (hz‘l
. }Am rfv, consisted 1n sverding mohtarny or other obligations on
dpu ortance of which the chenshed bberties of his tawn
m!f of s fellaw burghers sltmarety depended S ‘elp and
:; ‘fo\cmmcm wete for jong ventunes taught to the Englah
rmme ::3(::\ l‘;: tawn Ife and to 2 less degree 1 the shire
"‘53“1 i :de“ :’:mr court of the willage There nerg na
ohtical stk eap steong and fiesce o
town of England not :hegsm{e of nal.?o:;ic :::xf; nl‘nr:t?;
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orchards, paddocks, and farmyards For the number
snhabitants was still very smalf - two or three thousand fc
town of fair size

The hfe of the burgher combined the advantages of to
and countryside The sll pervading atmosphere of natu
beauty 1y affected the language and thoughts of
Chaucer was a Lound but, ;m describing 2 b ful 2
sprightly young woman, he employs four metaphors, ©
taken from the Tower munt, the other three from famih
vulgar sights sounds, and smefls of the rustic farm

Full brighter was the shuung of her heue

Than m the Tower the noble yforged neve

But of her song 1t was as foud and serne {brisk]

As any swatlow sitting on a berne [barn}

Thereto she could skip and make game

As any ked or ealf following his dame

Her mouth was sweet as brachet ar the meeth

{hone; ed ale or mead]

Or hoard of apples lmd in hay or heeth
How stmple, strong, et exquisite st 1s - a fost quahty becau
the influences of daily hfe that made it are lost, or at feast 2
overmastered by others more ugly and mechanical It w
equally charactertstic of the age of Chaucer that the your
wornan so beauttfully descnibed was no better than she shoui
have beent

But these kttle towns half rural though they were, ha

burgher pnde of the most exclusine kind  Ther constar
preoccupation was o keep and evtend the praaleges of seli
government and the monopoly of Jocal trade winch they ha
bought from lung or lord abbot or tishop To defend th
metchants of their own town i thewr dangerous journeys, an
to gather 1 theis debis owig in other towns muniapal actio
was quast diplomatic Norwich talked to Sauthampton 2
England to France Commeraal treaties betwern towns wer
common As to London, its power of seff gavernment whicl
erhueded yrusdiction over wide termtories up and down th
tiver, right bave been the envy of rmany Gesman free aities
Woe to the King's officer, or to enc of John of Gaunt

3 The Siller’s Tale
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wmeme’, sho wfanged the nght of 3 London atizen of
e s PR

2 State whose Parlament legisiated, parthy by thewr advice, on
their economc concerns 1n so far as they were nauenal, and
the fourteenth century trade was becoming more and more
navonal without ceastng 1o be mumapal The hustory of alt
Enghsh towns was swallowed up sn the history of England
which they helped to make, while 1n Germans, not then a
nation, the history of Nuremberg and of the Hanse Towns form
sepanate chapters 1a the annals of Eusope

But even o England and even durng the Hundred Years
War, national sentiment 20d layalty to the Kingdom at large
made no such daily and urgent clums 25 did the e patnot-
ssm that 4 man felt for hus own town The first duty of the
burgher was to plav hes part i the ciy miltia, to defend the
walls and if possible the felds of the town against French or
Seotush raxders bands of outlaw,

s, or the retmners of great
conatfa du Ll o « .

b, .t

defend hum and bus fellows from dangers c‘nnsmmly zt‘lus)dmr ?
For purposes of war and pelice, and far tow a-warks of afl sorts
ke diggrng a town dutch or dram, repaming the town brdge,
helping an the harvest of the town fields, very occasionally
cleaning or mending the street 1 front of his own house, a man

tmught be called on for personal se by o
S el o pe: rvice by the avic authorities

The TOMINGN Cause Was not regarded as serule |

i) tk on the lord s demesne No one then thought thar
o TV consisted 1n avouding rlitary ot other obbgatsons on
5 n:i ):;{::r?a;;ce a;: \\h}x]ch the chertshed Iiberties of hue town
S v st sl et el
w the school of tow






s abbey and ts hall which Rufus had toalt and which
Richard 1 was adorning with vafters of oak Westrunster had
become the recognzed centre of royal adminsstration, law, and
Parhament {45) although 1t bad no commerce and nio munt
crpat presileges of ats own and was only a village at great

- a e

povess from which modern English liberty has sprung 15
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a8 very different from s previous relation to the Jews, who
had been mere sponges 1 the King's hand 1o sutk vp b
subjects wealth, belpless clients whom he alone protected
from popultss matice and massaere But the Enghsh merchants
who lent money to gavernment for the tundred Years War
conld gne or withhald therr axd as they chose, and they ok
advantage of the need the King had of them to bargain for
comsmercsl or other advantages for themsehes or ther
Famdlies, for therr aaty, thesr eraft, of their trade

it was 1 these circumstances that the network of Edward
11's Snanciat, home, and foreign poley was elabarated The
Hundred Years War was not merely an adsenture for military
plunder and dynasuc ambmon,, 1t was also an attempt to keep
apen the market for our wool and cloth trade n Flanders and
France ‘Theathiance with Van Arteveldeand the Nemish burgh-
ers apainst France was at once diplomatic and commeranl

Enghah natiwnal pottcy was contnually changing under the
pressuse of the Kang s necessities, and of gival intecests among
bis awn subjects and among hus albes oversea Expentments
protection and free trade, neither vet an estabhished doctnne,
were made m b U The * st era
of 3 fised protectionst policy had not yet come, but the
tountey was atready groping tonards t Navigaten laws 10
exclude foreign vessels from irmding m Enghsh parts were
Passed as early as the reygn of Ruchard 1, but could not be
enfosced because our merchant shypping was not large enough,
unul Stuart umes 1o cope alone with the ever spereasng

volume of aar trade  Enghsh merchants did much of thesr
Overseas wrade in fagedzn bottoms

But the Enghsh manne was a last begwmng 10 be formd-
able Edward HI vsed 1t 1o clear the Channel of foreygn arates,
and succeeded for 2 number of years The fleet that defeated
the French at Slu)'s (1340) was not 2 royal navy t was com-
pased of the merchant ships of wany differen towns, term-
punnty conserpred to fight under & voyal admiral Cannon
bad as ver no plage 10 warfare at sea St as 2t Salams,
rammed and grappled each ather, 3
with swords spears, and arrows,
The Staple where Englsh

shipe
and the fight was conducied

Iike a battle on tand {52}
goods far evport had tq be
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Calus which English 2mms won and held as the port of entry
0o France When the_wool reached Calus 1t was the
comman gractice for the foreign buyer to pay 2 certan sum in
cash and give bulls for the rest The discounting of bulls by
asngnmg of transfecring thet was also usual so that the trade
custom of eirculating bills from one creditor to another 13 st
feast five hundred years old

Most of the Enghish goods exported through the Staple at
Calurs congisted of raw wool but woollen cloth was constantly
gunmg ground 41l m Tudor tumes the cxpart af cfoth killed
the evport of raw wool Butin Chaucer s day end for long after
the men who lent most money to the King were the Staplers
who exported wool to feed the forergn tooms and the customs
levied at the Staple on exported wool were the grea source of
T0yal revenue 2

¢ Lipson 1 p 549 od 1037

3 Both waof and eloth wese vollected taxed and soid at the Staple
Buithe Staple Company the Staplers par excellence dealt 1 wool
st aloth and the r gradual decline was due 1o the increase of the
#xport of cloth by the Merchant Adventurers In the early fourteenth
century w ool exports were 30 0o sacks 8 year 20d Cloth exports sbout
§0co tloths In the muddle of the sixteenth century the ool exports
were 4500 sacks and the cloth exports well over 100 000 claths See
E E Rk The Ord nance Book of the Merchants of the Staple 1937

O the early hstors of the Staple see Euleen Powes op c1

§3 The Master of the Suple i aud ence of Duke Albert
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These London-Calais merchants, with whom the King had
to bargun for loans and levies 2s f with a fourth estate of the
realm, had exten b and p ! connevions with
wool-growing distncts hihe the Cotswolds, where they and ther
mvals the clothiers bought estates and founded many of the
great county farmlies of western England In rg0r was tad to
rest m Chipping Campden the bady of Witham Gresel, fate
atizen of Londen and flower of the wool merchants of
England , and hs stone house 1s stilf an orament of the most
beautsful willage street now left w the sland for Chipping
Campden was not an ordimary Gloucestershure village but 2
collecting centre for England s greatest trade {54 55}

Itis s fact to the age of Chaucer that Professor Postan
pomnts as the great breeding season of Pnglish caputalism; in
the early phases of the Hundred Years War, the time when the
exigencies of royal finance new expeniments n tavation,
speculative ventures with woal, the collapse of Itahan finance,
and the beginmng of the new cloth industry, alf combmned to
bring into exsstence a sew race of war financiers and commer-
cial speculators, anmy puniesors and wool monopolists ¥

If the caputabist as financier and public creditor was found
chiefly 1n the wool trade the begnnmgs of the capitahst as
orgamzer of indusiry were found dunng the same penod tn
the cloth manufacture

While raw woal was sull the chief article of export, domestie
needs were supplied for the most part by cloth made m
England In the times of \ncient Britons Romans and Savons
and ever smee the spare moments of the housewsfe, her mawds,
and daughters had been devoted to spinming  the supposed
occupation of our mother Fve  And equally from the carkest
times the more difficult art of weaving had been practised by
tmen speaally trained s websters stting aff day each a1 the
toom 10 h1s own cottage to provide the coarse clothes of the
Incal peasaniry In the twelfth and thirteenth centunes a better
chss of manufacture was conducted By nemers gustds n
many towns, including London Iincoln, Ovlord and

Nottingham 1n Henty 111 s reign, Stamford cloth was well
¢ Ecomomic Hutory Revaerc, May 1039 p 365
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he world, dictating the policy of our statesmen and provding
he programenes of our paties, Causing allances, treaties, and
vars The cloth trade held ats place s incamparably 1he most
mportant English industry, 1l the far distant day \\h‘en coal
was wedded 1o son For centures it veeupied men's dady
thoughts 1@ town: and vWllage, second only to agnculture, ous
Iiterature 2nd common speech acqused many phrases and
metaphors borrowed from the manufacture of cloth - thread
of discourse , spmajam , unrmelzmystery , web of be
‘foe-drawn,  homespun ,  tease -whde all unmarned
wamen were put down 28 ‘spinsters”

Already 10 the fourteenth century 1t was evident that the
sapid expansion 4f the cloth trade requared a new economic
organization The manufacture of raw woot wto the best cloth
salted not for e craft alone but for many ~ carding, spmmng,
weaving, fulling dveing, cloth fimshing Thercfore 2 large
expanston of the cloth industry for the market at home and
#hroad cauld nat be arganczed by the craft guilds which had
done 5o much to unprove weaving i former centunes The
twrepreneur, with 2 more than local outlook and with money
at huy command, was required to collect the raw matessal, the
balf manufzerured and the fimshed article, and pass them on
from craftsman to craftsman and from place to place, from
dlage to town, from town to port, and finally to bang a
standardized artscle to the best market For all this caprat
was needed

Capitalism as the organizer of mdustry s first clearly visible
m the cloth trade Already w the hfeume of Chaucer, the
apualst clathuer could be found, employmg many different
people in many different places He was 2 soeat type more
modern than medieval, and goite deferent from the ™aster
crafisman lahouring at the beach wah hus 2pprentices apd
Journeymen * The ulumate future lay with the capitahst

s Untd the commg of elaborate ma

oo o romg, of e by . e st
worked fullwng-madlls, the capitabist employed the varots s
their bun homes, and they owned thete own tools angd plant %!\n m
the domeatic” system of wduniry The capitalise had snd i
provide warchouses 10 3tore the gaods eed 10

8~






e world, dictating the pohcy of our sttesmen and proyring
the programmes of our parties, CAVAIRG alhances, treaues, and
sars The cloth trade held s place as sncomparably the most
wportant Enghsh sndustry, tilf the far distant day when codd
was wedded 10 ron For comunes 1 oceuped mens daly
thoughts 1 town and village, second enly ta agriculeute; ot
Ierstare and common speech acquired many phrases and
wetaphors borroned from the manufacture of ¢lath - thread
ofdasourse | spna yarm L eneanel a mgstecy L " web of bfe’,
fine drawn ,  homespun, ‘tease’~whie alf unmamed
women were put down as "sprosters .

Alrtady m the founicenth century 1t was evident that the
sipid expansion of the cloth trade required a new economic
organszation The manufacture of raw ool into the best cloth
cafted not for one craft alone byt for many - carding, spinnng,
weanng, fulling, dyeing, clath-Gushung Therefore a large
expansion of the cloth tndustiy for the matket a1t home and
sbroad could not be organized by the craft gwids which had
done 30 1uch to miprave weaning wn formes centunes The
entreprencur, with 3 more than local outfook and with money
at has command, was required to collect the raw matenial, the
falfmanvfactured and the fimshed article, and pass them on
from craftsman 1o craftsman and from place to place, from
wtllage 10 town, from town to port, and finally to bring a
standardized arucle to the best market For all ths capua)
weas needed

Capitalism a5 the organzer of 1ndustry s first elearly visible
m the cloth trade Already m the lifeume of Chaucer, the
capuahist clothier coutd be found, emplaying woany different
peaple tn many different places He was a socral 1ype more
moders than maedieval, and quite differert from the master
erafisman fabousing 2t the bench with bis apprentives apd
Journeymen ' The ulumate future lay with the capitalst

¢ Unul the comung of elaborste machinery wn 1

ey ot 41 o meen Gt et o s et
wotked fulling-emills. she eapratist employed thy -
e own homes and they e thew mey pocge ToH8 workinen 1












abour 1 the towp 11! pard and uncared for But 1n the gudds
hewseles these had been ch harmony and content

In the age of Chaucer these things were changing The
-wpansion of wndustry and trade wese bringimg vanety of
function and an weseasmg difference of monetan renard The
master was becomng less the brother craftsman and more the
entrigeencut engaged n organtzing the business and selling
the gonds Some apprentsces became masters especially if they
smarntd their master s daughter  But most apprentices could
only fook to became journeymen and few yournevmen could
any longer look to becore masters In proportion to the
meressing numbers engaged m the trade, the number of
masters was lest than of old The harmony of the craft guild
had depended on the identity of wnterest of s members and
o a certatn sense of Soca) equality among thern Hut thus was
groming less every year The dsstincnion between employer
20d emploped was becomng more marked There was also
an wcressing difference between the neh wading master and
the poor manufaetunng master whe wotked w0k a couple of
Journeymen to smake the goods that the great man sold

And 5o we find in the towns of the fouricenth century not
auly sccasionat strkes for hugher wages tuside the guld buy
1n some cases the farraation of permanent yeomen guidds to
champion thenterest of the emploveesand perform the fighung
functions of 2 medern trade ynion In some trades 2ad i sowe
towns these yeomen gutlds also weluded small master crafts
men For they woo were opposed 1o the ticher masters who
weze ceasing to be crafismen at all and were conterned anly
selling the goods ‘The trader and the manual worker were m.
some trades begiming to be separated and the trader was
assurning control of the industry by fus command of the craft
md or the lwery company The manuat worker wherher
Journeyman or small master was losing most of Jus economic
independence and was acquinng an anfenor satus The
ghvernment of the towns was o the hands of the big merchants
But the madern trade umon spint was already active 1

+ The gangy of workmen wha b
foveln churches wnd manot houses of

't the glorous cathedrals and
organtzed not 43 a guild butenacsp

t the Jater Middle Ages w
talust bame Trage umorgmm ;::

.






table privileges and ber snahenable and ever ancreasing wealth,
her leaders took no steps to pactfy the clamour of moral
disapprabation 2nd the growls of envious greed that rose on
©ery side agawst her and her possessions The laity

iy {butwere farbettered dth
Formd: hedaysof Ansclmand Becket, when theclergs
had enyayed a fauly close monopoly of tramed ntelligence The
Church, howeser tefused to do anyihing to satisfy the peneral
distontent and duning the fifteenth centory the storm subsided
But the respite was not fasting and the sefusal of alf reform
under the Plantagenets led under the Tudars to revolution

Many of the clergy themselves were cries of the Church as
outspoken as the lany The scholars of Ovford and not a few
of the priests serving parishes whose tithes went to nich monks
and forergn prelates were reformers and even rebels Moreover
the accused parties themselves denounced one another with the
ntemperance of tanguage habitual 1n medienal controy ersy
The friars attacked the bishops and secular clergy, who repad
thewr abuse with interest In Chaucer s Tales 1t 18 the fryar and
the summoner who expese each ather's saicks, 10 make murth
for the company of taymen From esery quarter within znd
without the Lhurch the air resounded with attacks on the
vanious orders of elergy [67 64

Vet nothing was done The Church unhile the manor and
the guild could not be transformed by the natural warking of
economec change at by the mere pressure of opmion Defingte

fad Qlegslatny e ref,

20d there was no machmery 1o eﬁtcx thern,
1 the hands ot the Pope and the bishg
former ages had done so much now du

were ot
1.

o required,
cxeeptsuch as restad
s But the Pape, who 1n

d fess than nothrag to ¢

m England He ysed hes

et even without the support of the
bishop mught have done 5 1::; “m=‘mn§°§2d‘?; E\ﬁhs},
mn the age of Chaucer were wyp scarcely an e bishaps
hard working highly respectable men v by
8t least ateempt 10 make some reforyy 1n the Chureh 3 ©f not






of secretznal work by the tlergy and of the pnnapal offices af
State by the bnshops was heginning to arouse a teasomable
Jealousy There were naw seady to hand nteliigent and hughly
tramed Jawyers hke hayvet and geatlemen lke Richard
Scrope well capable of conducting the tuglest business of the
State 1t was men of this type who under the Tudar monarchs
eplaced both prelates and nobles as the 1nstruments of 1oy al
government Already under the fater Plantagenets the firgt
sigms of such a change were visible Owing to 2 petition of
the House of Commons of 1371 agaimst the employment of
clergy 1 the coval sersice laymen for some Years alternated
with clerics a5 chancetlors and treasurers of the yealm

Qccupied as they were by the cares of secular affice the
bishaps pad Isttle attention to the de;
diceses If rectorres were empty or filled with scandalous per
sansorunder pard substitites st had always beensa 1§1he Pope
pushied the sale of indulgences and sham rehies the brshaps
could only regard it as a tegitimate prece of busiess wsthoyy
thinking more of the matter they supplied the Pasdoners with
episcopal ferters commending their wares 1o the publje,

Oue branch of therr duties the Proper control of the
Sprtual Counts  the bishops ey
fesults As regards the busmess of aills apd ™arnages, they
tonducted by the Church the ecclesiastical tetbunals were no
more carvupt of nefficient than the lay Judges and Jawyers of
that time But the mare speatfically selimons function of the
bushops court which he usually 1eft to the archdeacon, wae
Qusng grave seandal m Chaucer s day, a5 tus Fragr s Tale

plorable state of their






heretical MisStonanes by John Bt 2guatars of Chrsstran
Democracy yy hether we regard these nterlopers as gou ng
tares 1 the wheat o Js ennching the Lord o harvest they
Plaved a grea Part in the relymoyg and inteflecty} bfe of the
naton They camed the Tatest thoughts
of the ume to Temote farmy apd hamlets whose
DEVEr moed from ghe neighbourhood ang

Tan Jusserangt has
Population ywyep the
They tog Were pre
odern [,

h
bishops ¢ Eternal flap,
SCLE be rpgpm, mhell of frrary

3SaNnt Loeyy Some of the
dents from his bfe ag those of lh:g::is o (::hm‘ o e
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ut there 15 2 greqy deal more 1o b s2ud about the friars than

that Like Rop, Roy they were ‘ower bad for blessing, ang ower

gude for banning The black friars of §¢ Omimcand y ey more

the grey friarg of the gentle 5, Franess hag been the trye evan.

geheal force 4 England iy the thirteent, fentury, and ,;, the

fourteenty, they st shouldereq most of the Mission,
hurch

)
Created a demgpg for Preaching
wakening 1o mtelhgence demandeq more and

€t more of 1he
spoken word, ang could seldom,

8¢t enough of from the
Pansh priegy

nd so the friars sty set the pace 1y the age of Chaucer 1,
P35 1N imtatigy 5 w

f
ell as 1n alry tha g Wychfites lard
Ople If Prop,

" IMportance to the Ppulpy
altar, they were only CATTVING further 5 Movemeny begun by
the frarg (76]

I the o odox secular clergy denounced
filling the, SEMODS Wieh g 4oy
s Partly p, se

ly becay, thy

uncdxfﬂng Staries 14 attrace
0se e, 1







medteval Chugep, 15 the mother of yg all ¥ As Chaucer himself
sard

Ther 13 no newé guise thay 5 nasold

On the gther hand there
Protestantyg, which were ngy m

rom more

rees in prmitive Chyyq

tranity to wpyep Practice indeed seldom conformed by, which
held the fielg n theory

While the Enemies of the friars COMplained ghp they did 1o
much and Intruded 1o busify Where they had ng nghfy) place
the monks of this age were ccused of doing 106 Jyrle The fire
of rehgions enthusyysm ang the Lghe of le:rmng burnt Jog,
Within the wafy, of MoNasterres yp, once had supplied England
With noble leade, hip The Ring no ONger sent for some
sautly abbgg o

tmplore by, to take iy’ o the fang and
¢<change the BOvernment of by
2 great diocese

cler; T did the mg,

ONZEr a5 un ghe days of the Barong 1y Play Patriotic ang
formidaple 0 politres Chronseles Te sty compileq
Monasterses p, the: erely carpeq on the Iiterary tradition
of a gy, 8¢ while ¢he Potldhing Froe, Was setung upa
PeW standard bistory 1, ® thirteeny) Century Matthey
2115 Of Sy Alpyyp, clotster bagq been g ¢, 73t hustoryp but
the monaghyc

TonIclers of Chaucey day cien thy
them Ly, \\alsmghzm had pg Power ty 8rasp the Telaty e
Mportance of evengg or t PPrecrate the SENificance Of whay
13 going on i the yor)q autside ¢, ck
had e thoughy cept ¢

my
k O the nteregrg of hyg House Hig
TR, \I-lnnmg TherplenFmthmlhe Time o n

3
ond pasam ¢, g2 5t Preachyy Medrer of E,,;l:n/fp 58
91 5 ang bassm (C.nrnbndke Pressy P xu



76 The friars were still the great preachers’

sloth of ishaps, monks, and clergy angd the cormuption of the
and lus In the first part of Wychfs
career the friars were s allies agamnst the posiessionate
clergy ', and 1t was only when he propaunded s heresy on
b that the d orders became his mast
effective enemies In theory the friars, unbihe the monks, lved
by begping alms, had 1o property of thets own, and preached
the doctnne of evangehical poverty so dear to St Franess In
practice they had now amassed wealth and treasure which they
stored 1n thetr magmificent convents Whchf Irked thess theory
and condemned therr practice
If we seek the ongms of some of the distnctne traits of
Enghsh Purtanistm, of 118 ascetictsm, 1ts war on i, it~ sab-
batanan nigour, 1ts fear of hell, 1ts attacks on the bishops and
wealthy clergy, s crude denuncation of opponents, 1S
vsgarous and soul-stirring sermons, sts tendeney to unctuous
seatument, wts lapses tate hypocnsy, ws equaktanan appeal to
the poor and lowly, they are all to be found w the medieval
Church, and particularly sn the worl, of the friars But not of
the friars alone, clerk Langland was Bumvan s forerunner, and
Wychf would have found his ideal of priesthaod realized by
Latumer and Wesley Those scholars who have most recently
and mast fully studsed the sermons and other pious hrerature
1n prose and verse of the fourteenth century are mast averse
tion of medieval religion by amy modern

1o ‘the appropnd
pacty or ?hc repudiation of 1t by amy other partv For the
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medieval Church 1s the mother of us all ¥ As Chaucer himself
sod

“Ther n 18 na newé guise that ¢t nas ald

On the other hand there nere elements n later Enghsh

weals or practice For medretal wdeals dened from more
purely ascetic and ann mundane sources i prmithe Chnis-

tanity o which practsce indeed seldom conformed but which
held the field 1n theorv

While the enemies of ihe friars complamed that they dd toa
much 300 meruded too busily where they had no rightful place
the monks of this age were accused of doing too httle The fire
of religious enthustasm and the bght of learning burnt low
vathsn the walls of monastenes that once had supphed England
with noble leaderstp The hing no longer sent for some
santhy abbat to implore hum to take pity on the land and
exchange the government of his House for the government of
a great drorese The closster of Canterbury no longer malled
the Lnnersity of Pans tn scholarshp and phulosophy the
Tigher thaught and education of the country was now con
centrated at Oxford and there the chief wntellectual influences
weze the frsars and the secular clergy “Nor did the manks any
fonger as 1n the days of the Barons %ar play 3 patnotic and

formudable part m pohitis Chromcles were sull compded
montstenas h v they ma a1 f

of a for
new st

«

Pans a1 ot Atvans closter had heen a truly great hustasian but

the monastic chromicless of Chancer s dav even the best of

them like Walsingharn had no power to grawp the relatne
p of events or to

P the fi of what
was gowrg on wn the world outside the abbey, close The monk
had hitle thought except for the mterests of hss House His
3 B L Nanmng The Prople s Fasth v the Tume of 1§
3l 186-8
i pamm G B Oww Preaching v Medieval Engla{:dpppp X
95 5 and pasnm (Cambridge Press)
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s tdle drgp, Imng at the €\Pense of the 'POtensheq kin
dom T, declareq 3t a third of the wegpyy, of
Engl, d he ands of hurch 0t of 1y belongyn,
to the 2 And y he mony, Were Constantly ,y,
financy) st Metimes thy, 8h they Magnificeny archy
tectura] 4, ! for /. ing 3 bcaunf}mg the and its
church €5 ugh sh, SManagement The abbor
Wwho pig, arly ) son d good business abiliry amon,
1S oth, Quahties eems o have p, e 1 latep Umes
thy Ome of ¢, thedra) Priores 11 anterh, o
tnued Nage they finances a adminygge, thete far
Scattereq ales ey he Bl th hut the
Monasg lang, hard 44 the lay € Italian and Englisp,
Moneylang, wh Succeedeq 1e Jew Just a
1gh inter, the mq ks Techoned , €3y prey The
Monasterye, often SPeculateq T of hife annuity known

352 corpy whereb) the abbe, borroued money, 1 return
for ap und, Ttaking 1o heep 1, Creditor £,, the rest of his hfe -
on,

In earler Umes yp. demesne lands of Monasge Manors
admxms!ercd by the abbey g %0 officyals direcy had often
deen admlmble Xamples of estate Managemep, and agricyp

tura Improyem,, Ot onfy 4y, the sheep uns o Yorksture
dales p, ¥ed araple , Pasture repon. of the soueh
Butin th €enth ang fifteenyy, Centurres o, demespe lands
of the abp, we. ‘Nereasingy, let oye N long feges t0 laymep

T
who erthe, farmeq them of subler them ¢, athers |, ths and
Other "ays the Jay contro} apg N mene of Monastic weapyy

€gan Jong before the finag DNolunun

There Were Occasion,) scandaly Monasterse, and the
orthodoy Gower Was ag certamn 4 1y VI that € Monks were
unchaste But (¢ allow ance 'S made f,, the oy standards of
alf classes In thae age and fo, the Peculya, dxlﬁculnee of the
there 15 no fea on ¢ think that ¢he Monavtere

Were wenderfujy, bad 1 thay respecy (enaml\ the ascetie
impulse of former 38es had dreq D ang ¢ monks were
Do longer famous for stricq adhesion ¢, their ryje The ordinary
monk I eq Iu\(unoush by the Standards of that ape dressed
Smartly anq %2s fond of £o0od fooq The forme, restrictinn.
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on bus mestdret had boen selaxed He was fond of Feld sports -
but so were othes men Tt was nov the wnfuiness but the
weelessaess of the mank on which the world commented mo<t
The wost that Langland could s3v of hum was that when
autstie the closster he appeared as -

A ruder, a voamet by streets

Afeader of lovedays {manar-court suungs] and a land buayer

A pocher en a palfrey from manor to manor,

4n heap of hounds st bus arce as he 2 lord were
And the poet looks farward to a dav which indeed came 1n the
uliness of time: N

“Fnem sl the abbot of Abingdon and afl his nsue fos ever

Hane 2 knock of 2 hung and incurable the wound

Already st was to the kingly power that Church reformers,
bafled by Pope 20d bishops were bemanng to turn thew
hopes Parshament was abready demanding a large disendow

ment of the Church which had swallowed so much land from
countless generations of benefactars and gave not a0 2cve back.
Bur the time bad not yet quite come when the general con

serente considered that ay power could dispose of the sacred
endowments of the Church The omnicompetence of the hung
1 Pashament was not yet an established consutuatonal doc

tome The pazallel authonhes of Church and State of Con

‘ecation 2nd Parkament still represented the actual balance
of socrety

10 one grest branch of sefvice to mankind the Church 1n the
23¢ of Chaucer was nerther decadent uor even stagnant The
tonitnuous but ever maving tradition of ecclesiastieal architec-
tue stll proceeded on wte majestic way filling England with

1 Langland s crticm of the monk s hfe was not ke wach
™ ot e including Wyclf s due to want of 2ppreciation of

She teured contemplatne hfe of self

abnegation but to Langland &
Peréepuon that the monks had
;:dd‘! o hat the ok had ceased 1o sealize ‘zg-u seal The

. -
T wtas lums Unconmeeable Mind sose



tawenng forests of masoney of which the beauty and grandeur
have never been nivalled by esther the Ancients or the Moderns.
With a brief pause sn buslding caused by the Black Death, the
march of Enghsh architecture m cathedral, abbey, and pansh
church went forwards through the Decorated and the Flam-
boyant to the Perpendicular, the chief new feature being the
elaboration of tracery, and the size of the great wandows each
with tts framework of stone shafts [80~82] Archdeacons on
therr visitations would condemn a hittle old Norman church,
perfect i 1ts own way, as too smalf and too dark’ In the
newer churches the light no longer crept but flooded m,
threugh the stained glass of sncomparable beauty and richness
of colour No doubt the mediesal Church became too wealthy,
no doubt her mal chiefs and carporatians suffered from the
stns of pride and lwxury and nasrow esprit de corps, butf the
Church bad been as St Francs or as Wychf wished, a poor,
devored evangelst, those cathedrals and munsters would never
have been buslt n such supreme magnsficence, to stand,
century after century sslently prawsing God, guang to one
generation of men after another the purest and highest delight
of worship that can be kindled through the eye

The section of the medseval Church that was under least
diseiphine and had only too little corparate sense was the
army of unbeneficed priests deacons and clerks wn holy orders
who were scattered about the country m every vamety of
employment, often under ne control heyond that of their las
employers In most cases they fulfilled functions performed m
the modern world by laymen They were the clerhs (i both
senses of the word) who wrote papers and kept accounts for
men of affars whether merchants landowners, or officsals
Others fulfilled sacred functions as prisate chaplains m castle
or manor-house or as chantry priests  pard by laymen to <2y
masses for the souls of departed relions Many dafted about
from one job to another forming lazy and crimsnal habats that
made them 1n the end unemployable for any good purpose

The clerls or Suswnass howses and lopad o Seare offices
were performing functions necessary for socrery, and were
nerther better nor worse men than their netghbours But

8o Towerng forests ef mavonry | Cathed
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hospitals  guilds or chantnes the masters whom these
authonities apposnted were secular clergy Clever boys of
humble ongmn rose through such schools to be cledks and
priests for the Church was still the career of ambition most
easily open to the poor But mo attempt was made to teach
reading and writing to the mass of the peeple until the egh

teenth century brought the chanty schools

In 1382 Walham of Wykeham [83] desinng bester education
for the secular clergn founded at Winchester a grammar school
on a scale of unesampled magnificence which became the
model for later found of equal splend: fike Eton A
cestain proporton of the scholars were to be sons of roble and
powerful (ealenttum) persons 2 provision which the historian
of our medieval schools has calied the germ of the publc
school svstemn {84}

The o ancient unnersities of England already existed,
but scarcely vet as rnals for Cambrdge onhy rose 10 national
wmpartance w the fifteenth and sniteenth centuries

In Chaucers das Onford was the ntellectual centre of
England and Wichf s influence was the chief fact 1n Oxford
untsl he and his followers were driven out ar silenced by the
mterference of bishops and hang with the independent hfe of
the Unnversity (1382} If Oxford had been united the mvasion
of her liberties would have been more difficutt But there had
long been two academic parties the secular and the regular
clergy the former taok Wachf s wide while the latter turned
agamst hum

The repulars were the monhks and friars who hid several
great eopvents of their orders attached to the { nnemity In
the previous centuny the friars had been the Jeaders of academic
thought with their Grossetete Roger Bacan and Duns Scotus
and they were sull a great power i Oxford

The seculars who regarded them ches as the Lnnerany
proper consisted of secular clergn  priests Mhe Wackf or
deacons and clerks 10 Jower arders These men were academ
scuns first and churchmen second Fhey nere as jealous for
the liberties of therr Lnnerts 83 2 burghes for thase of hns
town They were always on guard aganst papal and epivcopal

¢ A F Leach I mchester Coliege § oh
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Willam of Weokeham bad already founded his magmficent
New Coflege, with s quadcangular butldings 20d ats  hundred
clesks” With such 2 pattern to copy, the Enghsh college
system grew apace wah eser new foundations during the next
e centurtes {85}
he demand for colleges and the readmess of founders to
suppls the need wete stumulated by religious controsersy The
arthodox desired to place the bovs, who were 10 be the clergs
of the next generation 1 the safe keepeng of such sstitutions
and masters as would preserve them from the Wachf heresy,
which raged in the lodging hovuses and mns where the students
Ined cronded together, discusaing all things m heasen and
<carth with the freedom of ivesponsible and ardent youth And,
apart from all quesuons of divengty, pacents 2nd practical men
saw the advantage of acadesme homes to shelter the young from
matenal and moral dangers posaiblv as bad as the nsellectual
errors of Wychf The college systemn struck o0t 1n England
and Bourshed as nowhere else The business management of
e <ollege Tevenues at this penod seems to have been more
often efficient than the management of monasuc finanee
And o m the fifteenth centuey wiale the foresble suppres-
s10n of debate on religious and ecclestastical questions enppled
for a hundred years the wtellectnal vigaur of the Enghsh

85 “ew Collepe Ovford
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unnerstties, the ramd growth of the college system brought
about an wnprosement in morals and discipline, and a esvilizing
of acadenme hfe, for which later generations of Englshmen
stand deeply 1n debt to the Oxford and Cambndge of the late
mediesal penod

One very important branch of learning had found for stself 2
home that was nerther Ovford nor Cambridge The lay lawyers,

who were bulding up the law ad d in the
King’s Courts, had formed for themselves the Inns of Court
hetween London and W , where legal ed other

than that of the ecclestastical courts, was carned on Mastland
has thus deseribed them

They were assouations of Jawyers which had about them a
good deal of the club, somethung of the Colleye, something of
the trade umon They acquired the tans or kosprces ~ that s, the
town houses - which had belonged to great noblemen for
evample, the Earl of Lancoln s mn The house and church of the
Knights of the Temple came wto therr hands ‘The serjeants
and apprentices who compased the inns of court enjoyed an
exclusse right of pleading 1 court

These common lawyers were, as a class, the first leasned
laymen, and as such were of great importance to the growth of
the nation

1 Collected Papers, 11, p 482
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Ike St Albans, Towtan, Barney, 2nd Bosworth .he}d 1 The

verduct of such 2 battle, even of fought far avay in Yockshire

or 1n the Midlands, was usually accepted \:uhout msrc ado by
Pt A o

oot
the Leng Parhament, when numerous and enthuss = ==
weremantaned by gygrams-t 4

to make regular campat L

and castles and manor

. e Lords of
the Roses had 0o such wow over therr coustsymen since they

tould mahe no appeal to amy principle or to any popular senti
ment on behalf of ) pretensions to the Trown, netther side

could ventute to antogontze opinion by beavy war tasation, by
the pion of wrade or the d

of the countryside,
accordingtotherecent and evil evample of our armies in France

n thys sense 12 48 true that the Wars of the Roses’ were, mili-
tarly speaking, enly a skenerupteon on the surface of English hfe

Butsfby the Wars of the Roses we mean a pertod of social
disorder which gave ise at intervals 10 spurts of real warfare,
st s clear that the whole sactal fabne was affected by the general
state of mrerule So deep and so widespread was the damage
doneby \; and lackof, * thatin the
succeeding century the Tudor monarchy was popular because
1ewas strong and could bridle stout noblemen and gentlemen’

1n what did this sociat disorder constst ? Tt was a rucal pheno-
menon not much affecting the towns But the population of
England was nme tenths rural and the socal dsorder was
ma:\nlv a struggle of landawncrs among one another for Jand

lost men s conduct 13 determuned by the prevasting fashion
of the sortety in which each Ines Jus

sLas i the exphteenth cen-
[ A LTI

1 These batles nere anfl fought with th
Creev 3nd Agincourt by aechers shootimg agraws

men at ars demounted t Gight by 1he prches: sete. perToy nd
mere nom occanonsly tsed 1n the fetd ith ofise, Fannon

@ $anie Imfantry tactics as
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vistted fus flock m this secular capaciy  Such mundane
employment by the patron of the hiving must often hate
mvolied the parson 1 questionable proceedings ¥ The use of
the beneficed clergy by the laity for their own secular purposes
dernving from a past age when only the clergy could read and
write, sull prevailed from top to bottos of soctety  For did ot
the samtly hang Henry VI pay hus ervil servants wath bishoprics
and other Church preferment » How else indeed coufd he pay
them 1 a land whose peeple would not endure tavation?

Sometimes the pansh priest spent most of his time s 2
fasmer, cultivating his oun glebe farm (normally forty to sty
acres of the open field) fike the peasant bors that he was, and
even hinng other lands Parson Trulliber the agneultural
enthustast i Fieldng s Joseph Andrews was a sunnal from
mediwesal custom

Y ery accasonally the open field was enclosed and do ided up
1nte ¢ hdated farms by ag among the peasant culty
satoss themsehies And always there was 4 free land market
among the customan tenants The thrifts peasant of fifteenth-
century Frgland  Iike the peasant of nameteenth centin
France often saved up maney 0 enlarge his lutle holding by
purchase of his neghbours strips

Tahen as a whole the fifteenth centurny was a good tsme for
the peasant and labourer and a bad time for the landjord
Owing 1o the continual recurrence of plague the shortage of
the population had not vet been made up wnce the Black
Death and the decay of serfdom enabled the kabourer 1o take
full advantage of this fact by putting a high price on hus free
seriice \otonhy did the tandlord ind 1t veny expuasne to work
tus demesne land by hinng libaur but he found n equalh
difficult to fet fazms shether on the demesne or in the open
field of the sillage The land hunger of the thirteenth centuny

s The selation of the parsan =ir Diner OQates to his master ~at
Dansel Brackles m Stevenson s Bluck drr 5 hke most ather sooal
facts m the book fohen from a cloce study of the Paston Letters 1w
he fact that B L % &oes nn seum to have known the
Letween 8 fryar and a monk An sther Huminatng and more
of flteeath-century thought and social practice 1 1o be
1 van John s Crappled Splendour (1034}
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"The recurrence of plague was most frequent w the towns and
ports, where the flea-beanng tats muftiplied most, that 15 to
sav, the part of the communmy where wealthavas chicfly made
was the part most often disorganized and reduced by epidermes
For these reasons the total national wecome was fess than in
Chauer » day, but it was more evenly distnbuted The general
economue situation was fatourable to the peasant and the poor !

This pertod of rural soctety 15 best known ¢o us from the
letters of the Paston famuly and other smaller collections, ke
the Stonor and Cely Papers The fifteenth century was the first
1n which the upper classes af bath sexes, and thewr agents, tay
as well 3s clerical customasnly wyote letters —in Frglish
tongue 1515 to be observed The umes rmght be out of joint,
but educotion had clearlv made great stnides since the time
when kings and barons had set theys seals and ioked ther
crosses to documents they had not the skifl to read

In the age of Caxton, Jetters were not written for pastime or
gosup, but had some practeal puspose wn wiew, vaually of faw,

Poammint et b .
bur . . -
article
Mas 15,

. th xht ¢§n.odfi manors for whech the fifteenth-century acconnts
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Knigt to his fady, sung m strains of rapture and i forms of
mystic allegory {92, 3] Such indeed was Nterature as kaown
1o the Pastons and their nexghbours But this poetry of lose,
from ns most heavenly flight 1n Dante's chaste worship of
another man 3 wife, to the more ustal dcalization of courtly
adulter had seldom anythung to do with marnage

To the educared medieval man and woman, marnage was
one relation of hie love another Lave might wndeed chance o
grow out of rearriage, as doubttess t often did 1€ &1d not, the
wife tned to assert her nights by her tongue, somettmes with
success But the Jordshrp was held 1o be vested in the
husband and when he asserted 1t by fist and stick he was
setdom blamed by public opinton In this unequal struggle,
the woman Jlso laboured under the handieap of constanthy
bearng children ~ most af whom soon died and had to be
replaced Such marnage was not an sdeal state of things, but
9z The garden

i»?‘w;.

B2







for centunies 1t sened to people England, a difficult 125k an
those days of plague and medical 1gnacance

A rmb’)cr wf\v E‘fx what marrage might sad should mean had

ot yet been envisaged by general opinion Even the Church
had scarcely been helpful, for her ascetsc 1deal was unswted to
verage buman natuee The Fathers had regarded women wh
suspicion a5 patential snares of Satan The Church had indeed
endeas oured to protect them by her authonty from lawless Tust
and violence and her suppert of the marnage tee had at least
made 1t mare dufimule for 3 man to discard hus wafe - though
dnorce wis sometimes obtmned for money But ecclesiastical
authoryy which mssted that prests must be sehibase,
regarded marmiage as a lower state In this miperlect world the
Taity must be permutted to marry, but the relation of man and
wfe was fat keld to touch 2 high spintwal plane It was not
therefore wonderful that she cergy sanctoned by ther
ceremontats the customs of child betrothat and child marnage,
thereby accepting the matenabisuc view of the laity, that the
1anona} ehoce of the parties most concerned was not necessary
and that the macnage of a boy and gurl cugls be a proper
wabyeny for bartes between other persons '

Since therefore love was not the normal basis of marnage
he Troubadours of Languedot ar the end of the elenenth
wentury and the French and Enghsh poets who suceeeded
them 1n chanting the service of 2 pagan God of Love
tegarded the passion of love 23 beng under no obligation to
tespect so rvelevant a thing a3 the marmage bond 1t has been
shrewdly smd that any sdealization of sexual love 1n 2 socety
where marnage s purely ublitaran must begwn by bewng an
dealization of adultery  But 1t need not so end 2

The great gift of the medsenal poets of the Western warld
wis this vew conceptian of the Jove of man and woman a¢ a

1 The dey
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W0 Wartiors and mapy, s Na douby there were many
2::?)( lovers marrying, af tgmugh the Middle Ages Men did
not atways obey their fathers, and fathers YSIE sometimes

Uman, and oftey, died Joung Chaycer s Frankis Tale 1s 3
beautiful story of 4 MUTIERE made apg may,
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sptritual thing ~ the best of all spiritual things, ransing menand
women above their normal sehves 1 all gentleness and virtue

‘The God of love, a benedicite!

How mughty and how great a Jord 15 he!
For he can make of low hertes high,
And of high low, and like for to due,
And hard hertes he can mahen free

And thereof cometh all goodnesse,
All honour and all gentilnesse,
Worshup, ease and all hertes lust,
Pasfit yo3 and ful assused trust,
Jolstee, pleasaunce and freshnesse,
Lowlthead, largesse and curtesye,
Sembihead and true companie
Drede of shame for to doon amis
For he that trewly love s senaunt »
Were lother be shamed than to die '

Here was a new and constant source of inspuration to the bfe
of mankind based on the facts of nature It was an rdes
unknown to the Ancients,? and unknown to the carhy Church
Could this thrice precious concept of the medieval poets be
alhied, by a further revolution, to the state of marnage * Could
the lovers themselies became husband and wife * Could the
bond of young love be prolonged 6l age and death® This
change has actually taken place sn England i the gradus)
evolution of the tdea and practice of marnage It was not an
wmevtable change In France, for instance, the arran
marnage s stll normat though of course the cnvshzed Freach
parent pays far greater conssderation to the wishes and mutual
compatibihity of the young people than did Mistress Agne>
Paston And such marrisges are often verv happy But m
England the arranged marnage has gnen place to the love
match, the parents hase vielded to the children the choice of
therr own destiny The battle of Gretna Green has been won

This s tctory of freedom and love has behnd 12 2 Jong roli of

1 Sir Thomas Clanvane, The Cuckoo and the Nsghtingale, ume of

Henry IV, formery attnibuted to Chaucer
2 ‘There 1 2 very shrewd analysis of marmage and ke an the
Graeco-Romsn world 1 John Buchan s Augustur, p 244
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courage secretly to phight herself to Richard Calle the bathff of
the Paston estates Such betrothals were regarded as binding
and the Church could not refuse to mawntain them, but they
were sometimes broken by the consent of the parties For years
the girl stood out agamnst the fury and bullying of her famih
ull at last wearied out by her obstinacy and sull desieing to
retatn the indispensable services of thetr too aspinng bahff
the Pastons allowed the lovers to complete therr marnage

Already 1n the popular ballad literature of the later fifteenth
century the motif of the love marnage was more and more
making itself heard as an the INut Brown Mad [o4}
ancestress of the Bahiff s Daughter of Ishngton and a
fhundred other romantically married heroines of ballad ¥ ben
we reach the age of Shakespeare hterature and the drama treat
mutual love as the prope e
basts of marrage The
for matrimontal freedor
popular ton and the \nterest on the
Ehzabethan stage 1s the devotion of Jovers aimyng at marnage
and the adsentures of runaway couples like Master Fenton and
Anne Page Clearly the love marriage was mare frequent by the
end of the Tudor persod but child marnages were sull all too
common n this matter the reformed Church was at first 23
much i fault as the medsiesal In 1582 Bishop Chaderton
married off hs onby daughter foan aged nme to a bov of
eleven the result was bad On another occaston John Rig
marden aged three was carned n the arms of a clergyman
who coaved hm to repeat the words of matamany to @ bride of
five Before the end he strugpled to get down sastng he would
learn no more that day but the parson sad  You must speak
a hittle more and then go plav vou

And so the slow and fong contested evolution towards the
Enghsh love smatch goes on throughout our socaal history unul
i the age of Jane Austen and the Victorians free chosce 10 love
1s accepted as the basis of marnage even in the best society
and any more mercenary arfangement s regarded as exeep
tonal and suspect The lawless and pagan God of Love,
«hose alrar the medreval poets had erected has been baptized

+ Early Frglsh Text Soctety 185y Child Mamages etc p xxu
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London, fat even Norwich farled to supply such oserseas goods
2 would now be found 1n the shops of any small market town

4510 home produce, the preparation curing, and stonng ofthe
meal meat, and game off the estate and the fish from the ro'm}s.
Deszdes the command of the dairy the brew ¥oo = =? -
. .

4 st Ut n€ manor house was spun and
woven eut our and made p 1n Tt ouse or the noghbourhood
under she lady s orders Her daughters did not ga to town 1o
buy thewr dresses, though ane might hope o have the stuff for
ones best dress fetched from London The young men as
brghtly and fancifully clothed as thetr sisters b mam =
lberty eaemn .

The =
ofay . -
round « . repngtiy

The walls of manor house rooms 1n this period were hung
withcloth the hall and better chambers with the rch cloth of
Araas tapestries today of musewm value representing hunting
scenes or relygious or allegonical subjects (41 97] the com
moner rooms with waven hangngs exiher of one bright colour
o of \anegated stnpes Framied pictutes had »e ¢

0 the Fpl + - -
pantec

College 4 = pusn attist Wiliam Baker,
between 1479 and 1488, there must have been much foe
Painting on walls in the England of the Wars of the Roses ~
Bimost all penished long ago [95)

Chimneys tn the wall were more and more replacing the open
hearth 10 the middle of the room whence the smake had
excaped as best 1t could through open windows The Pastons
wese making this great improvement 1 thesr manor houses 2o
early as the reagn of Henry V1 but the change was gradual for

a5 fate as the reign of Elizabeth Walliam Harnison remembesed
and regretted the old syster

Now bave we mane chumntes and Yot our tendeshngs
complaine of theumes cataths, and poses Then had we none

Tan






London, for man N-- e
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Astohor - * +ulit, and storing
meal, meat, ang &me off the estate 3q the fish from the ponde
bestdes the command of the dairy sha s -
L tehas -

a0l "ROUse wag spyp gng

sk vt and made yp 1 ghe house or the neighbourhood
id vt B 10 town 1

PE t0 have the gp, for

S€ T0am3 11 1hyg Penod were hung
vath cloth the pap and beteer chamberg 1) the ity “cloth of
m valye, xcprmnung hunnng
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ith w ne brghe colour

O of variegateq Stnpes Frameq ctureg 2 Yet no place
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and regretreq the old $ystem
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in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries {101, toz] Whatever
they may have been m theory, or 1n the distant past, they were
not i this era sefuges for the poor, or hauses for women with
a special call to the rebigious hfe The records of the frequent
episcopal visitattons show that there was a good deat of female
human nature in the nunneres, and that disciphac was
relaxed, though scandal was only occasional The nun and
particularly the lady abbess or prioress, seldom forgot that she
was a lady born and bred Like Chaucer s Madam Eglentyne,
she was a model of fashion and deportment rather than of
devotion

The rules for dress and conduct drawn up long ago by
founders with ascetsc sdeas were very generally neglected “for
more than six weary centunes the bishops waged 2 holy war
agamnst fashion in the closster and m van  The episcopal
wisitor was often deafened by a flood of shnif female eloguence,
the prioress complaining of the nuns, and alf the dozen puns
together accusing the prioress, ull the good man fed before the
storm, having effecred Ittle by his vistanon In vaw the
bishops pted to dislodge the reg s of huntmg dogs
and other hounds and someumes the monhevs' -with
which, contrary to rule, the poor ladies solaced therr long
letsure At one nunnery m the Lincoln diocese when the
bishap came and depaostted 2 copy of the Bull i the house and
ordesed the nuns @ obes «t they ran after him to the gate
and threw the Bull at his bead screaming that they never
would obsene 1t

The nunneries though numerous were very small Of the
one hundred and eleven Houses in England only four had over
thurty inmates The total number of nuns sn the country was

1 Weknow how the nuns monkevs reached this istand The author

of the Libel of Enghsh Pobey (1336) complamed that
The grete galees of % ences and Florence
Be well fadene withe thynpees of complicence,
All spiceny ¢ and other grocers ware
ALith swete wynes all manere of chaffare
Apes snd gsdes 2nd puarmusettes laviede,
> Nifics tnfles that hizell have sviled

< revurn for which they 1ake angy our good eloth
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the archiecryrgt far ¢
church wyrhy g
%28 2 separate il or chape] carrying
down to Postenty the founder s Pame  There g hope 2 grear
™20 s memory ™ay outlve his fufe half 2 year but by ¢ lady
he must fuyyig churches then or else shall po suffer not
nking on [103 §)
The fifteengyy Century for all ypg troubles wag 5 great ime for
Mereased educationa facihities ang endowmens There hag
Ut there were fmany

193 John Rogy chantry Priest of Guy 5 CHT near 3y ik
Omp ng the 3% ck Rolt
——




between 1,500 and 2,000 But of course each nunnery had abo
servants attached and ane or more phiests

In the fifteenth century these establishments were gomg
dewnhlt fnancistly and otherwise Before Henry VIH took the
matter so drastically 1n hend, eght nunnenes hod been sup-
pressed n the course of forty years at the stgation of
orthodox bishops For example, Bishop Aleock of Ely 18 1496
founded Jesus College, Cambrrdge 1w place of St Radegund s
nuanety, of which ke procured the dissolution on the ground
of the neghgence and tmprovidence and dissolute disposition
and ncentueence of the rebigious women of the same house
by reason of the vicimty of Csmbndge Urmersity The
successors of those swo Cambridge schelars who visied the
Trumpington All i Chaucers day had apparently beenr
paying o much attention to the nuns of St Radegund At the
very end there were only two nuns feft one an absentee and
the other an wfant  So ut least sard the Bishop, anvious to
cleas the ground for 2 more useful insotion

St Radegund s was an excep tty bad case, but 12 remains
true that the nunvestes of England were less useful and
admurable fiouses of religion wn the fater \iiddle Ages than they
are today !

Between the ume of Wichf s enticrssm on the great endow
ments of the Church and the onslaught of Henny V171, gifts of
tand and mones were still commanh made but they now went
fess often to houses of menks nuns and fnary then e~ = s
and schools In these fateer 4 v

P

«tony Lhurch

oo N wwnvl was 0 the fifteenth eentusy as
uvettt! for the educanen of lavmen a5 of priests And the
foundation of a chantny was fargely a self segarding act m a
changr, ane of more priests were pud to sav mass for the saul
of the founder. And whatever one s expectatans about the
next wosld, it was clearly & way of endowing a Iy monu-
aeTA 1 PR S 2w meman, here belon  \ chanin often took
t The suthontatie norks which [ have yuoted on the subyect are
Eileen Powess Aedinal Englul Sumnnes and fer chapter an

Madsme Eglentyne’ m Viedirtal People

130



the architectural form of 3 dehicately wrought side-chapeln 3
church, with the founder s tomb Jargs therain, sometirnet 8
wae 1 wpvite bulding a smalf church or chapel earrying
down to postensy the founder s name  There s hope a great
man s memory sy duthve tus e hall 2 year but by ¢ lady
be must brald churches then or efée shall he suffer not
thinking on (o3 §)

Toefifteenth centun {ar allsts troubles was a great tame for
teresed educational faciltses and endawments  [here fiad
Deen manv sehools i Chaucer s England but there were many
more 01 the eve of the Reformation The fifteenth century
bishops often worldly wise men of 2 good type, Ived 1o
endow schools Municrpal guilds and i idual burghess and
merchants sncreasing 1 wealth and m famsh connevions with

103 John Pous, chantry priest of Gay s CHiF near Warwick
comgiling the Warmick Rolt o
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class of scholarly laymen and scholarly priests, for both had
their part mn the grest movements that shortly took place
Grammar schools were not, as used to be thought, the result
of the English Reformation they were 1ts cause

Before the Greck and Ciceraman Renasssance reached our
1sland at the end of the fifteenth century, secondary educatian,
from anistocratic Winchester and Eton downwards was based
on the teaching of Latin - Virgll, OvId, and some Chnstian
authors The medieval Church had long ago acquired a ltberal
reverence for the ancient writers 1 spute of theyr pagan errors
and out of the liberality grew much that was finest in European
crvilization Boys mn the grammar schools nrote Latin tersc and
prose compostions, and stood up n class to transiate the Latn
authors into Enghsh, already the unsversal medum of instruc-
tion, only 11 some schools French was used alternatively, not
because 1t was any longer spoken by the boys at home, but on
the contrary lest the French tongue be wholly lost  But out
of schoot hours no fanguage must be talked except Latin! For
some centurses to come this amazing rule was sancuioned by the

usual brutalities of flogging Sometimes a lupus or spy was
N . EREN o e - faigned

- ud thts
N . ) 3 dead
Janguage and more 2 real medium of specch to the grammar-
school bov of the fifteenth century than 1o the public-school
bov of the mineteenth ? There are many reasons ta suppose that
it was Famibanty with Latin such as the grammar schools set
out to supph was indeed essential in those davs to any pro-
fessional career It was not mereh the priest who needed at, 1t
was required also by the diplemnat the lawver the envd servant,
the physician, the merchant s accountant the town cleck,
many of the documents connected with thetr dathy work
The sons of the nobility and gentry were educated 10 s arsous
ways, diffenng according 1o the rank or the personal views of
their parents Some stayed in the manor house and were taught
Jetters by the chaplam, field sports by the forester and the use
of arms by an old retaner or neighbour kmght [s06 9] More
usually they were sent awnady from hame an I aghsh practice
that scemed heartless to foresgners, but was perhaps more good
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class of scholarly laymen and scholarly priests, for both had
thewr part 1 the great motements that shortly took place
Grammar schools were not, as used to be thought, the result
of the Enghsh Reformation they were tts cause

Before the Greek and Creeronsan Renarssance seached our
ssland at the end of the fifteenth century, secondary education,
from anstocratic Winchester and Eton downwards, was based
on the teachung of Latln - Virgll, Osvid, and some Chastian
authors The medieval Church had long ago acquired a liberal
reverence for the ancient writers in spite of ther pagan ervars,
and out of the liberality grew much that was finest in Furopean
civilizatton Boys in the grammar schools wrote Lann verse and
prose compaositions, and stood up n class ta translate the Lata
authars wte English, already the unssersal medium of smstruc-
son only i some schools French was used alternatively, not
because 1t was any longer spaken by the boys at home, but on
the contrary lest the French tongue be wholly fost  But out
of school hours no fanguage must be tathed evcept Latn! For
some centuries to come thts amazing rule was sanctioned by the
usual brutahttes of floggmng Sometimes a lupus or <py was
pasd to sneak among the boys and report 1f any of them uved
an Enghsh word in ther play How fully, one wonders did this
harsh prohibrtion actually take effect > Was Latin less @ dead
language and mare a real medium of speech to the grammar-
school boy of the fifieenth century than to the publc-school
bov of the nincteenth > There are many reasons to suppose that
1t was Famuilarsty with Latin such as the grammar schools set
out to supply was indeed essential in those divs to any pro-
fesstonal career It was not merely the priest who needed it, 1t
was required also by the diplomat the lawver the civil servant
the physictan, the merchant s Jccountant the towa clerk,
many of the documents connected with thesr daly work

The sons of the nobdity and gentry were educated n vanous
ways, differing according to the rank or the personal views of
their parents Some stay ed 1n the manor house and were taught
Ietters by the chaplawn, field sports by the forester and the use
of arms by an oid setaimer or 2 aeghbour kayght [rot-gf Mosre
¢ sent away from bome, an Fnghsh practice

usually they wer
that seemed heartless to forergness, but was perhaps more pood
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107 hield sports

boarded i monasteries under the specrtl care of the abbot ¢
At some time between the ages of fourteen and cighteen they
rught go on to Oxford or Cambridge while others completed
thewr education as henchmen or squires at the Ring s Court,
or m the Court-hhe households of prear noblemen There the
acquirements most valued were not Latn, but shill 10 nding,
Jousting at tournaments field sports, dancing, harping, piping,
and singing  and doubtless all the forms of love making
Moralists d d these estahlis a~ the rum of the
youth tratped n them No doubt some were beteer than others,
but the noblemen as a class and therr retinues were going
downlull at the latter end of the hfteenth centun and the men

1 Shortly before the Dussolution the \bbot of Reading writes to
Lord Lisle, 1 have set vour young gentleman with Willm Y awards
m) under-steward, that he may be well seen 10 v a woman for his
dressing, for he 1 too soung to shaft for himsel{ He v the moat
forwardly child n leamung that | bave known (G Baskersile Fnphsh
Monps and the Suppresstan of the Monasternses, p 370
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hools whete the sons of the gentry were educated Winchester
om the first had a contingeat of thus class, and from the first
asanational not merely Jocat grammar school, 1t drew boys
som all ever the south, the Midlands, and even from Cheshue
nd Lancashire Many of the scholars stayed till the age of
ighteen Eton was m great financial dsfficulties dunng the
W ars of the Roses But thus, says Mr Leach,

perhaps hagsened rather than retarded the desclopment of the
school mto & great publie schoo for the upper clisses and the
afistocracy who while paying nothing for therr education pud
targe sums for boarding 1n the houses of the fellons and i the
town of Eton whence they came to be called Oppdans !

And s0 mn 1477 young William Paston was sent from the
Norfolk maner house 1o Fron to learn Latin translation and
composition t verse and prose, and to consort with other

should multply many tmes to get the modem equnatent
N - AL "

1 sdvise you fo think once of the dav {sren day} of your
f;[:hﬁs counsel to tearn the law for he said many tnes that
whosoever should dwell 2t Paston should need 1 {kna

fow ta) defend hamsels o conne fimow

Johns son Walter Paston was sent to the more d
istant
Oxford under chasge of the family chaplan and mzo-of aG‘
works James Gloys His mother \farguret wos ansions lestihe
coluks of the Unnersity shauld persuade tam 10 take Hol)
rders 1 would love heen better 1o b good
a lewnt [unworthy] priest “* eelar tman than
Whsle Walter Paston was at Oxford i t
74 b
seen the walls of Magdalen the college fo s e :;mﬁ‘,::;;
+ Leschy Schocls of Vedieal Englind 15 2,9
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creanse, 25 1 the davy of the grest medeval schoolmen.

Bot dursg thes conservanmie e the colore svater ook firm
ot and thereby 20 end was pre £ Eorland 03 the ancared € p
20d undrarpized bfe of the medvral sodest 10w e teme
dencv of all movemerts to £ 10 frx o e trac Whsh of

et Madalen Colleze, Oddord the oates oot vt

a0 T PtTpmy













another at Guiidhall Of bghtes Inecature there was lrtle
except ballads and they were more often recited or < anted
than wrstten and read The eteroal human appeute for storres
was far the most part sausfied by word of mouth. To il the
fong houts, men and women sullypractsed the socut art of
story telling besides music on wll sorts of mstruments and
stnging of songs

Such was the state of soctety and letters when Cacton set
up s prnting press in England

Wilttam Caxton (1422-97) was a product of the new middle
1 ] . . N

hisawn hobbees with business capactty and tratned zeal As
a successful merchant of the London “Mercers Company he
made enough money durng his tharty years residence 1n the
Low Countnies to be able to devote bis later years to the lterary
pursuus he loved He began by translanng French books 1nto
English While so engaged he fell in with the pew mystery of
prntng with movable types and studied it at Bruges and
Cologne In 1474 § he produced 2bread two of his own
uanslatsons (one of them a medieval romance and the other

The Game and Playe of Chesse) the first
1 our language [r14 16] U st books to be panted

114 The Mercham Adventurers House »here Cacton hved 1n Bruges
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prodiginug Besides hys CORstant and arduous tabours at the
Press fie transtated g T3M 25 thenty bogky He hag ndeed o
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lande for 1q vt ¢ ., B
::n ;;C:;'.:: . - 2 ansueede, that she conde
speke no frenshe And Yhe marchaunt was angry, for he also
coude speke no frenshe but wolde haue hadde egges and she
vunderstade hym not And theene at Jaste another sayd that he
wolde haue eyren then the good wyf sayd that she vderstod
hym wel Loo, what sholde 8 man thyse dayes now mrvie,
egges ot ©Ten Y

anc . . -
ben - .. € 1UsLE CUTYOUS termes

t wc syt And thus between playn rude and curyous,
T stand af

basshed but i my judgemente the comyn fermes that
be dayh vsed ben lyghter to be vnderstonde than the olde and
suncyent englysshe And for as moche a3 this present Booke 1
not for @ rude vplondyssh man to lxboure thesem ne rede s,
but onely for 2 cleske and @ noble gentylman that feleth and
+nderstondeth wn faytes of atmes, m looe and m noble chyualtye,
therefor 1n a meane bytwene bothe T have reduced and trans
fated this sayd booke m to our engiysshe not ouer rude ne

curyous but in suche termes as shall be vaderstanden, by goddys
grace accordynge to my copye

We thus see that Caxton had 2 chotce to make He had no
dict ananes 1o cramp or 0 gwde i As he sat 1n s book-
bitered siudy considening the matter, he bad not, as we have
and as even Shahespeare had an English language ‘given

whose limuts he mught extend but whase famewark he st
accept The number of duslects were almost as numerous a3 the
counties of England and moreover they were perpenually
changing The northerner the west country man, even the
housewafe of Rent with her eyren , could not easily under-
ssad exthes the London merchant or onz another The victary
of the speech of London and the Court may peshaps have been
ulumately mesitable but it was rendered cectan and Taprd
Sirst by Chaucer and his fifteenth-centusy wmtatars who drove
the wost mudland dialect of Prers Ploaman out of the fild

ATHOR hawd — 7

press .

Boak

"w s primng press,



His owrt use of the machine which he estabhished a» part of
ocur sfand hfe was at once weal and practical, but st was not
controverstal Yet the press would henceforth be the weapon
of every pohitial or rehipious controversy, the tempo of the
spread of idess and of knowledge would be mmensely
accelerated But in the year Caxton ded that consequence had
scarcely yer been renfized

On the other hand, Caxton was well anare of the importance
of his work 1n frung the form of the Englsh language for
educated people and he therefore gave much thought and
asked much advice us to the dialect into which he had best
translate the books he printed He described these difficulties
n hus Prologue to the Eneydos,* his translanion from a Frenck
paraphrase of Virgil s denerd

After dyuerse w erhes made transhated and achieved haumg noo
werke m hande, I, sutyng w oy studse where as hoe many
dyuesse pavnfletrs snd bookys happeped that 1o my bande
rame 3 lytyl booke i frenshe wihiche late was transhared oute
of 1atyn by some noble clerke of fraunce whiche bookess named
Ernevdos made m Jayn by that noble peere and grete clerke
Vyrgyle

And whan [ had aduysed me m this sayd boke 1delsbered and
concluded to transiate it 1n-to englysshe And forthwyth toke 3
penne and ynke and wrote a leefe or twevne whyche [ ouessast
agayn to corecte 1t And whan [ sawe the fayrand straunge termes
therin I doubted that n sholde nat please some gentylmen
whiche late blamed me, sayeny that i my transtacyons | had
ouer curyous tenmes whiche coude not be vnderstande of comvh
peple and desired me 10 vie olde and homely termes m M)
translacyons And fayn wolde I satisfye euery man, and so to
doa, toke an olde bohe and redde therem a d certaynly the
englysshe was so rude and brood that I roude not wele unders
stand 1t And certaynfy our fangage now used varyeth ferre
from that whiche was vsed and spolen when [ was bome
And that comyn enplysshe that 1 spoken m one shyre vanrth
from enother In so moche that m my dayes happened chat
certayn marchauntes Rere v & shuppe in Tamyse for to have
sayfed ouer the see mta Selande, and for tacke of wynde thes
taryed atte Forlond {North Foreland in hent} and wente 1o

¢ Eash Englsh Text Soriety, 1890, pp 14
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fande for 1o refreshe them And ome of theym nomed Shefletde
amereer cam 10 ta an hows snd axed for mete, and specyally
hesxyedafter eggys and the goode wyfanswerde that she coude
speke b Erenshe And the marchaunt was angry for he also
coude speke no Frenshe but wolde haue hadde egges and she
vundesstode hym nov And iherne at Jaste another sayd that be
wolde haue eyren then the good wif sayd that she sndermiod
hym wel Loo what sholde 2 man m thyse dayes now weyte
eqges ot eyren ?

Certanly 1t 15 harde to playse euery man by cause of dyvernte
snd chaunge of lngage AR 5om honest and grete clevkes haus
ben wythme and destred mie 2@ wryte the moste Curyous termes
that L caulde fynde And thus between playn rude and curyous
1 stand abasshed hut 1n nry judgemente the comyn termes that
be dayl vsed ben fyghter to be vndewstonde than the olde and
auncyent englysshe And, fag as toche 23 this present Booke 18
not for a rude vplondyssh man o labours therein ne rede 5t
Hut onety for 2 cleske and a noble gentylman that feleth snd
vndesstondeth n fayres of atmes 1 loue 2ad in noble chyualry e
therefor 1n 2 meane byrwene bothe I haue reduced and trans
lated this sayd booke i to our englysshe not ouer rude ne
cursous burin suche termes as shall be vnderstanden by goddyy
grsce acceadynge to my copye

e thus see that Caxton had 2 ¢hoce to make He bad no
dicttanaries fo cramp or to guide fumn As be sat in fus baok

Intered study considering the matter he had not as we have
and 25 tven Shakespeare hat an Enghsh tanguage given

whose humts he tught extend but whose framewatk be myst
accept Tht; number of dislects were almost as numerous as the
countes of Topland and moreover they were tuall;

changing The northerner the west m\fnytr) mznpe?::n ‘h{
‘housewsle of Reat with her eyren  could hot essily under

stand exther the London merchant or one another The wittory
of the speech of London and the Court may perhaps have been
Wit mately meviable bot it was rendeced cortan and zpid
first by Chaucer and bus fifteenth condury uneators who drone
the west rudland dialect of Prers Plowman out aof the field
ameng the educated classes When by the products of Caxton s
press and last and mast of all by the Englsh Bible and Peaye

Booh which 1n Tudor times thanks fo the prnting prs.:






117 The wharves crowded with vessels of many nations
streched down the s from the Brdge

10 the Tower

decosated with ever fresh supplics of travtors heads to the
7oyal patace and armoury at the Tower {117}

The merchant anstocracy that ruled the capital wisely
resisted the temptatson to take an actise part 10 the struggle of
the rival famalies for the Crown (it was only 1o Stuart times that
Landon %25 1n a postion to make and unmuake kings) But
they compelled the armies of the Red and White Rases to
respect London s hiberties and commerce, and each suecessne
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From the mtddle of the fourteenth century enwards the
manufacture and export of ¢loth were growing at the expense
of the export of raw wool In other words the Merchant
Aduenturers were ganng ground at the expense of the
Suplers The cloth trade ennched wland towns hike Col-
chester, whete 1t was collected and the ports wheace 1t was
<hipped especially London But the actual manufacture of the
dloth was carried out cloefly m rural areas and wany country
wlfages acquired a nicher and more varied hie that was partly
industreal 'The skilled manufacture of cloth for the open
market had ever stce the thirteenth century been leaving the
towns and migrating to the country The day was st} far
drstant when the mech ! insentions of the ergh h and
subsequent centuries would reverse the movement and herd
Enghsh workmen back into the cities Except London most

Faghsh towns m the fifteenth century were statwonary or
Aord ;e AR} ’

attempted to prevent the competitton of nival manufacture by
protubiting the wmerchants of thewr towns from deating wih
country cloth makers But these restncting efforts were
spasmodic and vain For in this question the town merchams
had the opposite 1nterest ta the town craftsmen and were mote
wfuental 1w the conirol of mumopal pohicy The great

h therefore d on an ever seale 10
operate the ¢hoth trade in both town and country on a caprghist
system They supplied the raw matenal 1o the village craftsinan
who owned his own loom They then took back the woven

3 See Professor Postan (Bcomomc History Rever \ay
PP 164 5} according f0 1 m the grest increase tn the sloth nadn 1ot
been made n the second balf of the fourternth cent

resumed 0 Tudor tumes 1 the fast twemn ve e 1k 0 V3



government, whether of Henry VI, Ldward IV, Richard 111,
or Henry VI, tegarded the fnendship of her merchants as
mdispen<able to the solvency of the natonal exchequer
Edward IV courted therr friendship in personal and domestic
visits to the Csty, almost beneath the digmty of a king The
Staplers continuied to lend money to government The wool off
the rogat estates, and aff the fand of politrcal magnates ke Lord
Hastings and the Larl of Dssex, was sold sbroad through the
good offices of London merchants Gentry like the Stonors,
owning West Country sheep suns, were proud to be styled
Merchants of the Staple "The *landed and monied nterests
were often disunguishable, even at thss carly date Wealth
acquired in trade already flowed nto and fertilized the fand
The younger sons of the gentry, apprenticed to London
masters, rose to be City magnates

Not only London but the other towns enjoyed peace duning
the Wars of the Roses by the practuce of virtual nentrality, and
by paying small sums for presents to the King and other
pahtical personages, national and local, as alsa to the gudges for
therr favous sn court Thus mn the accounts of the Borough of

»Cambndge w 1484 § we read such nems as

For a present given to the Lard the King, namely, in fishes
£6 53 od

In a present grven to the Chief Justice of the Lord King, namely

m wine, spice, fish, and bread gs
In a present green to the Bishop [sic] of York 8s 8d
For a present gnen to the Duke of Norfolh ¢5 8d
To Wilham Copley for hasmng hes frendship 65 8d
1n wine to the Duke of Norfolk 2 84

Cambeidge town also pad tts burgesses of Parhament 12d
2 day each duning the sesston, total 335, though one of the two
members ‘released his part The new mavor had zes each
year to buy his magmficent robes, and much maney was pad
for ‘munstrels’, and for thar vestments  These sums of
rowrse represented something very much larger i terms of
modern rnone) . A COUNry parson who had [10 2 year from al}
soutces was considered to have a tolerable sncome

1 Cooper’s Amnals of Combndpe, 3, pp 230 31
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ous coust cards 18 stelt based on late fifteenth-century costume
Cards senved, ke chess, to while away the tedious winter
evenngs of the raanor-house and supphed the gambler with
an glternatne to dice

Shootang at the busts was encouraged by proclamation sad
statute at the expense of rval forms of amusement, such a3
*handball, football, or hockey’, in order to preserve Fogland s
military menapoly of archery with the long bow It cematned
a monopoly, because 1t was an art not easilv acquired Hugh

Latimer described how his yeoman fathes s Henny VIs
regn

taught me how to draw how to lay my body 10 my bow 1
bad my bows bought me according 10 my age and strength, as
Yincreased tn them, so my bous were made bigger and brgger

For men shall neser shoat well unless they be brought up to 1t
{see mote, p 43}

At the archery competitions, Jeaders dressed m the parts of
‘Robwn Hood and Lik John led the village procession to
he buns

In 1owns and wealthier villages, many guslds - not merely
the eraft guilds ~ helped to organize pageantry and merniment
On every poswible oceaston, nationa) or local men rejoced
solemn processions, of whuch the Lotd Mayor s Show and the
hung's opeming of Parliament are today among the few suc-
vivors In those times, before 1t was easy tansest one ssavings,
much money was spent on splendour Rich mea wore the most
magmficent and expenstve clothes and showed their wealth
sn plate upon their sideboards The guilds, from which pricsis
were generally excluded, represented the growing mtefhgence
and wmnamse of the Yarty Bt they were permented, a8 was
most of e and thought, by religous 1deas The hine betneen
religion and darly e was not so stactly drawn as 1n modern
times Men combining 1n a guild far a benevolent, a useful, or

even a convivial purpose, lked to gnea teliZiens tnpe th thare
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\deas was patromzed equally by the high and dry orthedox
clergy and by the reformang Dean Colet On the dav of St
Nicholas patron st of boys, or on Holy Innocents Dav 3
boy dressed up as 2 tishop tn schools and cathedraly wentin
processton and preached a semon 10 which pot onhy hts
schoolmates but the Church dignitanes were cxpected to liiten
wath reverence Semetunes regular endowments were kit 10
meet the expense and pageantsy of tins pretty scene 11 which
the Dean hnelt for the child s blessing
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CHAPTER FOLR

TUDOR ENGLAND
INTRGDUCTION

THE END OF THE MIDDLE AGES?

HENRY V11, 485 — HENRYL VIIL, 1500~
DISSOLLTION OF MONASTERIES, 1536-0~

EDWARD 31, ¥§47 ~ MARY, 1553 —
ELIZABETH, 1558-1603

Dates and penods are necessary 10 the study and discussion
of lastory for a!f histonical phenomena are conditioned by time
snd are produced by the sequence of events Dates, therefore,
apply a necessary 1est 1o amy istorical statement and are apt
1o be found mcom ememly cumbenng the path and tnpmng
up the heels of ghb generahization rushing forward with head
marr There 15 no appeal from the verdict of a date

But, unlike dates  periods are not facts They are retrospec-
e conceptions that we form about past events, useful to focus
dhscussion but very often leading hustorscal thought astray
‘Thus while it ss certainly useful to <peak of the Miiddle Ages
and of the Victorian Age those two abstract 1deas have
deladed many scholars and millions of newspaper readers into
supposing that duning certam centuries called the \liddle
Ages  and agan dunng certain decades called Age of
Yictoria everyone thaught and acted more or less 1n the same
wav il at dast Sictona died o the Viddle Ages came to an
od Bt an fact there was no such sameness Tndividual
character variety and an urge to change were matked features
of the Enghish over whom \xctoria presided, and the end of her
TeiRn was verv dhfferent from the beginming So, too, medierat
socen can neh be studied frontfully of e concesse 5t mot 2s 2
static order hut as a continuous evol
defimable date fos 115 begmnung or eng | TIPS 2y

The habut of thinksng about the past a5 druuded snto swater.
tght peniods 15 most dangerous of all i ecanomuc and socral
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histons For pertods have usually been assorted, 2 their
names wmply, for purely pofitical reasons - “the age of the
Tudors , the age of Lows AV, and so forth But ecoromuc
and social life takes little heed of the deaths of hings or the
accessson of new dynasties absorbed tn ats own daidy task 1t
flows on, bke 2n underground niver, only occastonally making
eruption into the upper day hight of polities, though st may alf
the time be their unacknowledged and unconscious arbiter
And 1t ss all the more dufficult to think about economc and
soc1al history i pertods |, because there ss always an oveslap of
the old and the new conunuwing side by side i the same
country for generations and even for centunes Different
systems of praduction - craft and domestic and capitahst ~all
went 00 1n Engiand both in late mediesal and 1 modern times
So, 100, 1 the agricultural world open fields, and enclosures
Anglo-avon and modern methods were found together, from
the Middle Ages to the mneteenth century {49, 50, 125] And
in the social sphere the feudat and the democratic spnit have
had a marellous aptitude for caexistence 19 our tolerant 1eland
If, then, we are ashed to name a date, or even a perrod, when
the Middle Ages came to an end  what can we safeh s’
Certainly not 1485 the year when Tudor rule began, though
1t has been found by teachers and exammners a conyentent pomt
at which to wind up the Middle Ages in England But 1n the
real year 1485, when our simple ancestors gaped and rubbed
the elbow at the news that Henrs Tudor and his Welshmen
had overthrown Richard I a1 Bosworth, they had no thought
that 2 new era was beginning Thev suppaved merel that the
Lancastruans had again got the better for the tume, of the
Yorhuwsts, i the endless and tiresome Wars of the Roses T
true that the events of the mext tenty vears showed that m
fact the Wars of the Roses had almost but not quite eaded on
Bosvorth field But the end of the Wars of the Roses 1s by ag
means the same thing as the end of the Moddle iges m
whatever way the Middle tges dre detined
The viarory of Hoon she Wabhman made o change
distantly comparable m importance to the victon of Willam
the Norman at Hasungs For half a century after 1455, untl
Henny's son took the papal power and the monastic wealth into
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was the Renassance of classical scholarshup and bibi cal
exegesss under Groovn and Lmacre Colet and More the
Enghsh friends of Eeasmus Thete work more than al W alsey s



hts own hands, English soctety continued ety muchas | have
described 1t 1 the last chapter The agricultusal changes sll
continued at a shghtly accelerated pace The Church went on
ust as befare, though exposed to renewed unpopulanty and
denunciation, very similar to the anu-clerrcal outery 1 the
days of Langland, Chaucer, and Wychf, but thete was no
evident certainty that such strictures wonld have any more
practical outcome this ime than so often of old Henry Vi1 and
young Henrv VIII were both zealous i ther orthodaxy; thev
were dutiful in the soastng of hecetics, they frequently
employed bishops as their counsellors of State, after the
medieval custom, culminating m the grand finale of Cardinat
Wolsey, who displayed on a colossal scale the pride and power
of the medieval Church Hicaself the mstrument of papal
power, he greatly ncreased s control over the Eeclen2
Anghcana He treated the Ity nobles and gentlemen bike dirt
beneath his fees, thereby helping to prepare the anti-clencal
revolution that accompanied his fall He kept 2 houschold of
nearly a thousand persons, and marched n state with sises
pullars and pole-axes borne before him Hesides many othes
sources of wealth, he drew the revenues and neglected the
duties of Archbishop of York, Bishop of Dusham, and Abbot
of St Albans the biographer of Wolsey and of Henry vin
estimates that the Cardinal was almost as aich 2 man as the
Kung * He obramed for hss natural son four archdeaconries, 2
deanery, five prebends and two rectories, and onfy fasled 10
hus endeavour to have him succeed in the fabulously rich see of
Durham In proportion to Wolser s pride, luxury, and greed
was his mumficence n founding schools and colleges of
splendour then unparalleled Hero » ~ .t
croman T .

H Y
s . wwauis 2ar more devation than he

senved the religious snterests of the Church In all ths,
Wolsey 1s one of the greatest and the mast charactenstic of
“medieval figures 1 our histary, and hus power wis at s
fuliness more than forty years after Bosworth field {r26}
Another aspect of that half century of calm before the starm,

1 Pollard s Wolsey, pp 320-21



In the secular sphere, Henry VII restored order to the
countryside, and put down retamners That was an importait
socal change, but 1t was not_the end of the Middle Ages’,
cather 1t was the belated fulfilment of a hope of medieval
T AL o adesd Dot mems e

the medieval Parhament was destined to be revned and
strengthened by Henry VIII for modern purposes So, too,
another great mediesal mstitution, the Enghsh Common Law,
survived the Tudor perod to become the basis of modern
Englsh hife and hiberty

In the carly sixteenth century, English trade, though again
on the increase after a period of relative stagnation still ranin
1t old medieval channels along the coasts of northern Furope,
with 2 new thrust into the Mediterranean fot vent of cloth In
epite of Cabat s voyage from Brnstol to Newfoundland in the
regn of Henry VI, the wader outlook across the Atlantic did
not greatly affect Englishmen before Elizabeth was on the

Tt 15 indeed useless to look for any date or even for any
penod, when the Middle Ages ended m England Al that
ON¢ can 53y 15 that n the thirteenth century Enghish thought
and soctetv were medieval and in the nineteenth century they
were not Yet even now we retan the medieval mstututsons of
the monarchy the peerage the Commons 1n Parlizment
assembled the Enghsh Common Law the Courts of Jusuce
‘é\:crpr:(mg the rule of faw the fuerarchy of the established






Tn the secdlar sphere, Henry W11 restored order 1o Wbt
countrysde, and put down retatners That was an important
soqal change, but it was not "the end of the Middle Ages™s
rather 1t was the belated folfilment of 2 hope of medieval
B R

stengthened 6y Henry V1L for modern purpuses So, 100,
another préat medseval insutution, the English Commen Law
survived the Tudor penod 1o become the bass of modern
Eoglui e 20d fberty

In the early sixteenth century, Tnghsh trade, though agan
onthe wnerease after 3 penod of relative stagpation, stll ran
1ts 61d medieval channels along the coasty of narthern Europe,
with 2 new thrust inte the Mediterranean, for vent of cloth In
spite of Caboy s voyage from Brustol to Newfoundiand i the
egn of Henry V13, the wider owtlook across the Attantie $)8
not greatly affect Enghshmen before Elizabeth was on the
throne Untal the reign of her sister Mary, the Fnghsh were
ull 2 French-haung, not 2 Spaniard hattng people for the
quartel about the Ing and about the p of the
¢ World had ot yet ansen

s 1ndeed useless ta ook for any date, or even for any
pood, when the Vhddle Ages ended tn England Al that
one can say 15 that ta the tharteenth centary Enghsh thought
2rd sacaety eve medieval and in the mneteenth century they
e not Y&t even now we retam the medieval institutions of
the moparchy the peetage the Commons 10 Parlament
assembled the Fnghish Lommon Law ahe Courts of Justice
mterpreting the rule ot law the herarchv of the tstablished
Church the pansh svatem the umiversines the publts schnols
nd grammar schouls And unless we becams

a ozhtarian
state apd forget all our Englehny there will stways be some.
thing medies al 10 our ways of thinking, especually 1o our 1dea
that people and tDrpﬂrall:?:\-s_‘)lxiig nghts and Wbernes whick
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downward sith eves ncreasing momentum towards the iy
estates and farms of the righteenth and nineteenth centunes
308 the ndustnal capitatism of modern tumes This may welt
betroe But st 13 3 question whether the end of the Middle
Ages mught not as well be sought 1n the consummation of
etanomuc 2nd soqial change tn the rogn of George HI, as
the Tudor beginmngs Nar wn fact dud these things begun first
under the Tudors 3s noted in former chapters of thus baak
captabism was established 10 some snpontant trades long
before So too the emancipation of serfs and the comsequent
break up of the medieval manor system had actually been

sccomplished before ever Bosworth Field was fought
Where then shall we place the end of medieral society and
reontmits g1 the fourteenth the sivieenth or the eiphtecath
- =Vt abet das matter ty thay

ble that
. - - replace
the old Owing to the mechanization ot ite yan nas changed

more 1 the last hundred years than 1 the previous thousand
18 not unbikely therefore that the real bepnming of modern
tmes  of modern times are o melude our own will be
allocated to the growth of the Industnial Renolution rather
than 15 the. Renaussance and Reformaton Ao even in the
redlm of thought and rebgion the mpact of suence and
Darwin mav come 10 seem as memorable as the smpact of

Erasmus and 1 uther
135 of course the Renaissance and the Reformation of which
psople are chuefly thinkamg when they asenbe the end of the
Mhddle Ages to the sivteenth century' In the spheres of
'






downnard with ever increasing momentum towards the big
estates and farms of the eighteenth 2nd mneteenth centuties
and the industmol capitalism of modern times This may well
be true But it 13 3 question whether the eod of the Middle
Ages roight not as well be sought 1n the consummavon of
economic and socal change 1w the regn of George 111, as m
the Tudor beginmngs Not in fact dud these things begin first
pndes the Tudors 28 noted 1 former chapters of this book,

pital was estabhished 1n some wmp trades lang
before. So too the emzncipation of serfs and the consequent
bresk up of the mediesal manor system had actuaily been
accomplished before ever Bosworth Field was fought

Where then shalt we place the end of medienval society and
economucs 1 the fourteenth the staeenth or the exghteenth
centuries® Perhaps it matters litfe what does matter 18 that
we shoutd understand what really happened It probable that
ese long 2 new perspective of penods a the past will replace
the old Owing to the mechamzavon of ife man has changed
more in the last hundred vears than in the previous thousand
1t 13 not unhkely therefore that the real beginning of modern
tupes  of modern tmes are to icfude our own wilt be
slocated to the growth of the Industnal Revoluuon rather
than to the Renaissance and Reformation And even tn the
realm of thought and rehgion the mpact of science and
Darwn may come to seem as memorable as the mpact of
Frasmus ang Luther

Tt of course the Renasssance and the Reformation of whyeh
people are chuefly thinking when thev aseribe the end of the
Middie Ages 10 the sivteenth century ' In the spherey of
thought and retgwon of erical power and prvilege we ma;
ndeed w3y that the modieval scheme of things was ahohghcg
n Tudor Englana Let even this 15 not true without qualifica
tion 2bout the Yand that Elabeth ruled The Pratestany,
and seculatizing of England was not complete ull aﬁ"za‘z‘-“g
Puritan Rebethon and the Whig Tory Revo ©
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was as much 3 trumph of the Renaisance 48 of the Reforma
tion The two beeame one and partly for that reason Shake
speare s England had a charm and 2 Iightness of hears, a free
asspinng of mind and spint not to be found elsewhere the
Tarsh Jesmt Calumast Europe of that day And nt the same
suspicions momeny England s old song of the sea became 3 nes
ocean song The Elzabethan adventurers Drake Frohusher,
Hawkans Ralegh and the rest~ were sahing the wide wortd
ducovenng wlands far awsy , opentng 1o thew coumteymen at
home new reaims of hope and fancy commutting sndeed
cnmes i Ireland and 1 the slave trade but without knowing
that they were cnmes ot what the dreadful consequences were
to be 1n the deep of time The music of the Elzshethan
madngal and the lyne poetry to which it was wedded expressed
the reasonable joy 1 Iife of 1 people freed from medievat sad
not yer oppressed by Puntan completes and fears reyorcing i
nature and the counteyside 1 whose lap they had the feheaty
tohve moving fornard t 3 healthy agricuttusal and mercantile
prospesity and not yet overwhelmed by the werght of wndustrnal
reateratism

© @ found s perfect expression before st passed away ~

*m we see the smmense step

Y ~ieehing

tat feasy

1s modern Also an o ¥y pms;
and n the wide study of the Eoghsh sy ¢,

esof nch
and poor ae can sav the English mnd and imagination had 1n
those respects alreadv ceased to be medieval But sactety
politics and economics stll very much mare closely resembled
those of the fourteenth than of e twentieth centusy  the
suthor of Rickard [f and Henry It found & <asy to understand
and portrav that not very distant world

I lt agpects of kée are taken nto consderation  we ma
perhaps agree wath the hustonan of the reign of Henry VI,
that of all the schisms whach tend the waven garmient ;’
Bystortcal wnderstanding the worst 1 that which fixes 2 d .
gulfi\s:;w;en wedieval and modern tustory ¢ €38 deep

ut before this brief golde
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<yas 2 much & trramnph of the Renawsance as of the Reforma-
tion The two became one, and p?n\y for that reasant Sh:’ko
- ey P PO R PR
auspictaus mament Fgland s old song of the sea became 3 new
ocean song The Elizaberhan adventurers ~ Dirake, Frobusher,
Hawkins, Rafegh, and the rest ~ were sathng the wide world,
discovenng slands far away , Opeming to their counteymen at
home new realms of hope and fancy - commutung, wndeed
crsmes i Treland and i the slave-trade hut without knowing
that they wete crimes of what the dreadful consequences were
10 be m the deep of ume The music of the Ehzzbethan
madngal and the fync poetry to which st was wedded expressed
the reasonable joy 1 e of a people freed from medievat and
not yet oppressed by Puntan compleves and fears, reyoscng
1 -~ mivvgde 1n whose fap they had the feheity
- Veoral and mereantile
. seight of industral
matenalism

A thys found as perfect expression bejure 1t passed away ~
n Shakespeares plavs In them we see the immense step
fornard that had been vaken 1n the ream of thoughy and fechng,
away from the ancient lomts. The play of Hamlet, that at feast
1 modern Also 1 the Enghsh church service m even, pansh,

and 1 the wide stady of the English Bible m the bomes of 1l
and paar we can say the Eoglish mund and smagnation had m
thise respects afready ceased to be mediena) Byt society,

palitics and ecanormics still very much mare closely resemb
those of the fourteenth than of the + ; o

wentieth century, o
aathor of Rickard 32 and Henry 11 found easy to undzsm:;
and pﬂ);‘lra\ that aot very distant wosld

 all aspects of Idc are taken o considera

ton,
Perhaps agree with the historan of the regn of ‘H‘:\nr;e\";‘; ly
that of alf the schisms which rend the Wwoven garmeny of
bustorscal understanding the worst 15 that which fives 1 ¢
gull; be;\van medieval and modern tustory + P
ut before this brief golden g corre
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vy 25 wseh 3 totumph of the Renawssimee 25 of the Reforma-
tion The taa beeatne one, and partly for that reason Shake~
speare s England had a charm and a hightness of heart, a free

= €222 and cnime nnr 15 B frund elewhere wn the

oceJaH song The Ehzabethan adventurers - Drake, Frobisher,
Hawkins Ralegh, and the rest - were suhing the wide world,
duscovening wlands far away , opening to thetr countrymen at
home new resime of hope and fancy ~ coramimng ndeed
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madngal aad the lync poetty to whick it was wedded expressed
1be reasonable jov i fife of 3 people freed from medievat and
not yet oppressed by Puntan complexes and fears, rejocing 1o
nawure and the countryside 1n whose lap they had the fehaty
tolve moving forward to a hiealthy agncuitural and mercantule
prospenty and not yet averwhelmed by the weight of industreal
matertdhism

Al this found s perfert expression before w passed away ~
n Sholespeate s plavs In them we see the wnmense step
fornard that had been 12ken in the realm of thought and feeting,
a%ay from the ancient lumts The play of Hamle that at least
s modern Alse in the English chureh service wn ev cry pansh,
and m the wide stady of the Enghsh Bible in the homes of rick
and poor we can say the Loaghsh rund and imagination had i
those tespects already ceased to be medieval Bup sotiery,
polities. and econamics snfl very mych more clasely resembled
those of the fourteenth han of 1he tvevuath century the

Prenaps agree with the tustonian of the rey of Hey vird
that of all the schisms which rend the %\:}v’n ::{.YEXE}






b d
sy ¥ gadn
g o i

T Lt = A S
el Mt A
R
i
R il
RYACATATR vA> AR
BN + S:“ 134
2
o TR a e xﬂ A -
S AN By .
Ao ' LI
EETPFAC R ‘!} '
. V: % AR
RTINS 1 vt
- e . ' .
SR -
; m “ey,
L TR .,
130 The coronanon processian of Edward \ 1

of Shakespeare (1564 16 16), Tudor England had bnown a fong

penod of malasse She did not, indeed suffer from wars of

veligion such as devastated France, because here monarchy

v reeneerand rchgwusfamucnsm!esssmmg But the Tudor

* *heongh without attendant misery

% ~hangey

of ecclestistien | \ and
Mary caincded Wath a grave ecun,

agniculture due clueBy 1o 3

pattly 1o Henry s wanton
debasing of the catnage Of these things among much else, 1t
wilf be my busmess to deaf 1 the chapters. that foflaw {130,
135}



CHAPTER FIVE
ENGLAND DURING THE
ANTI-CLERICAL RLVOLUTION

The advent of the first Enghsh antiquary, John Leland, may,
if we wish, be taken for a sign that the Middle Ages were
tndeed passing awas and becoming matter for retrospect For
nearly ten vears (1534-33) Leland travelled through the length
and breadth of Heny VIII s Angdem, dihigenthy seeking out
and ebserving things new and ofd * He noted much that was
flounshing, but he had ako a loving and learned eve for the
past, to discern
by Time s fell hand defaced
The rich-proud cost of autworn burned age

Many lofts towers he<an dawnrazed , especraih three kinds
of rum ~ dilapidated castles crumbling walls ot towns and the
housebreahers begmmng their worh upon the roafs of the
abbess

Many castles sndecd I etand saw that had heen adapred to
the daraestic uses of a later age, and had long vears of splendour
sl before them Bur mam others (hke roval Berbhamsted
where the Blach Prince kept court) had after the Wars of the
Roses been abandoned by the frugal policy of Hennn VII,
while private owners often condemned thewr ancestral fortresses
as fit netther to withstand cannon planted on a neighbouring
emunence, nor to house nobles and gentlemen with modern
comfort Leland, therefore, reports on many a foudal strong-
hold that ’tendith to rum , some stnpped of thesr roofs thess

\ The funerars of Yohn Leland edited by Lucr Toulmin Smuth,

190f-10

198



132 The tin wone eustan of the oid aey wall ; the grounds
f New College Uxford

walls 3 quarry for the vilage or the new manor howe the
s oa [ Lo

reasons had cambined to brng ahout thewr decay The thin

stone cutta - such a5 can sull be seen i the grounds of New
College € ¢ 4

the cann
warsof €

1R Laand s duy outgrown thert anuque suits of stone armour
ard had thrust out suburbs and nibbon development along
the roads of approach ther less fortunate 10Wnhs shrunk and
tmpovershed by evonorme change had ng ™MONEy Yo waste an
keepmg up walls which the Tudor peace rendered 5o Jonger
feedfut \lore generally the decadence of the walls nag 2












new learniog, approved - the diffusion of the Enghsh fible
among all clatses {129}, the destructian of the cruder forms of
aolatry and rehic-mongenng, the subsutution at Oxford and
Cambrdge of Renmssance scholarstup for scholastie phd?‘
sophy and canon taw - measures which constituted i Tlenny's
yts an orthodox and Catholic reform Having done all this, he
continued 10 abhos and persecute Protestants, and if hie had not
doneso herught havelast hus throne an the then state of opinton
None the less, he had created a new soaisl and ecclesrastical
arder of things whuch, as the changtng years went by, could onfy
be marntained on a more defimtelv Protestant basts

The Reformation 1 England was at once 2 politicol, 3
rehigrous, and & social event Al three of s aspects were clasely
wteraoven but, 5o far a3 duison 1 possible this volume
tonterned only with tts soctal causes and effects Ant-clencal-
15m 13 2 sots) phenomenon, compatible with mamy different
forms of behef about wehmon And anu-clencalism was the
eynote of the movement of apimon, equally felt amony the
{eamed and the vuigar, which rendered possible the breach

with the Papacy and the Dissolution of the Monastenes, at a

feliaus and wn the mamn orthodox, but inflamed with indigna-
bom 3t the tcks by which the baser sort of clergy conjured
money frora the ignorant and superstitious They were spectally
Bostife 10 the monks and friars 28

protagomsts of obscurantis

uphatders of scholastic pholasophy and of thas

:;‘:"zm stody of the Greeh. Testament to which Erasmus and
alet Amem Tad

1
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obserimg with punctilious scruputosty a bt i
wnd pattey teaditionsal rales I ittty ceremanies
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few learmng aoproved ~ the dfusion of the Fogheh Bible
among all classes {129}, the destruction of the cruder fornss of
wolatry and relic mongenng, the substirition 3t Oford and
Cambrdge of Remsusance scholarstup for scholasne philo-
sophy and canon 1aw. - measures which constituted i Hlenny s
eyes an onthodex and Cathole reform Hauing doe alt this, he
continued to abhor and persceute Protestants, and if he had not
doneso hemght have lost hus throne sn the thenstateofapion
None the less, he had ceeated 2 new socral and ecclestastical
onderof shings which, 23 the changing yeacs s ent by, could anly
be mamtamest on a more definstely Pratestant basi

The Reformation 1n England was #t once 2 political, a
rehgious, and 3 social esent AR threw of 118 3spects wete closely
tnterwaren bt o far as divisan ss possible this volume w
toncernied only with its socia) causes and effects Anu-clencal-
5@ 19 a sacal phengamenon, compatble wath many different
forms of belef about religion And ant-clencaliom was the
kesnote of the mmvement of omntan, equally felt among the
learned and the vulgar, which rendered possble the breach
with the Pagacy and the Dissolution of the Monastares, 2t 2
time when English Protestants were soll 2 perseented muronty,

Renry VI had himself bren educated 1 the scholarly ants.
clevieabiam of Erasrous and bis Oxford fnends  wen sincerely
rehigious and in the man orthodox but inflamed witk indigna~
tron 2 the ks by which the boser sort of clesgy comyured
moncy from the ignorant and supersithoss They were specrally

hostile to the manks and friars as protagonists of ohscurantisty,
vpholders of A hilasophy  2n of that
durect study of the Greek Testament 20 which Evasmuys and
Colet appealed a5 s crtenon of rehgious truth

Some, wdeed, of the writags

of Erasmus conveyed the mest
et of terscaism nthe Pratee of Fol
e denounces the monks for 1Pty
chserving voth ! alotof ity
snd pattry teaditional ules
for which Cheust cares sothung, yet
SN
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toget 34 a day, and may have at least z0d 3 day ta sleep an
hour vath 8 fnar, 3 rook ot 3 priest?
The tanclusion reached by, the pamphieteer 1s that the clergry,
especually the monks and frars, <hould he deprved of ther
wealth for the benefit of the hang and Kingdom, and made to
worh tke other men, tet them also be alfowed to marry 2nd 50
be mduced to leate ather people s wives alone

Such crude appeals 1o 1ay cupidity, and such veritable coarse
anger at teal abuses uncorrected down the centusses, had been
genesally prevalent an London under Walsey s régame, and at
s 38 such talk became equally Gastuanable at Coure Ta those
days, whenever the capital and the Court were sgreed on @
policy, the battle was already half won And judmng by the
teadiness with which the Reformanon Parlement followed
Henty s fead similar feehings must have been wdely sproad
in the countsy at farge though least i the northern counbes,
where feudal and rebious lovalty to the Church and the
wonstenes stll prevaded

{n the face of thus stotin of opmion, now directed to pracucal
s50es by (he fung what would be the acttude of the dergy,
thus threatened and armagned? Thew submussion or ther
ressstance wauld be an erent of the utmost importance to the
whole future development of Enghsh soctety 1f the clerical
body bishops priests monks, and frars  had stood together
for the ugh privileges and Wberises of the Medieval Church,
and had arrayed themselves under the papal banner, they
would scarcelv have been overcome  certanly ot without &
strupgle that would have remt England to preces But n fact
the clergy were not onlv scared by the unton agamst them of
the fang and so many of tus subjects, they were themselves
genuinehy dided wn opimon A farge number of clergymen
were 1 close and dany contact with laymen and understood
thewr way of thinking The Enghish priesthood had not gat the
spintual tsolatian or the discighie of 2 caste Lke the Roman
Cathole cfergy of today

The b\shu'ps 1’?: example, were first and foremosy o 4



g’he contemptible frars and thew preachuing come off no
etter

Thesr whole demeanour sn preaching 1s such that you might
swear they had taken fessans from a set of wnerant mounte
banks though mdeed the mountebanhs are out and out ther
stiperfors

and so forth for pages together

If the most lesrned and polished man wn Europe who
deprecated Luther s robust and headlong proceedings could
wiite thus 1o Latin about the monks and fras 2 can be
smagined what was the tone of popular anti clerical wniers
appealing to the common Lnghsh i therr own tangue The
prnting press busily crculated such attacks making derect
appeal to the greed of the katy 1w view of the vast linded wealth
of 2 Church that bad for s while lost sts only defences aganst
spoliation ~ moral influence and religious ave

For example a few years before the Dissolutson of the
Monastenes Henry V111 read without apparent disappraval
and Londoners read with loudlv expressed delight the
pamphlet of Sumon Fish eautled Supphication of the Beggars
Its form was an address to the hing

In the times of your noble predecessors past crafuly crept
mto this your realm an other sort (not of impotens but) of
strong  puisant mnd counterfert holy and idle bezgars and
+agabonds the Bishops Abbots Priors Dexcons Yrch
deacons Suffragans Priests Maonhs Conons Prars Pardoners
and Serwmeners And who 1s able ta number this Wfle rumous
sort which (setting all {zbour aside} hanve begped s> smpaortun
ately that they have gotten mtc thesr hands more than the theed
past of al} 3 our Realm > The goodlrest Jordships manors lands
and territortes are thetrs Busudes this they have the tenth part
of all corn meadow pasture grass wocl colts cabies lambs
prgs geese and chichens Yea snd they look so narronly
upon their profits that the p or wies must he countable to
them of eery tenth eg or edse she { 1] Lettethnot her nghts at
Taer Yt e takan, g8 2 berete Heow much money get
the Sommuners by extorion m o year by aitng the people fo
the Comrmssanes Court and afterwards releasmng theur appear

ance for money ? Who s she that will set her hands 1o work



10 get 3d & day and may have &t feast z0d 3 day ta sleep a0
pour with a frias a monk or a priest?
The concluson reached by the pamphieteer 15 that the clergy,
espectally the monks snd foars should be deprived of thew
wealth for the benefit of the hing and hungdom and made to
wark lhe other ten le1 thes alo be allowed to marry and so
be mnduced 1o deme other people s wises alane

Such erde appeats to lay eupidity and such ventable coare
anger at rral abuses wncorrected down the centuries had been
generally presalent in Londan under Wolsey s régme and 2t
tus fall such tatk became equaliv fashionable at Court In those
davs whenevet the capital and the Court were agreed on 3
policy  the battle was already half won And judging by the
readimess with which the Reformation Parhament followed
Henry s lead sumitar fechings must have been widely spread
10 the country at large though feast in the northem eounties
whete feudal and selyious loyalty to the Church and the
monasteres stil} prevaled

Tothe face of this starm af opimon. now directed 1o prastical
1ssues by the hung what sould be the athtude of the clergy
thus theeatened and arraigred Thew suttmssion of thew
tesistance would be an event of the utmost importanee 10 the
whole future development of Enghsh society Tf the clencal
body  tshops priests monks and fnars had stood together
for the hugh privileges and hberties of the Medieval Church
and had arrased themselies under the papal banner they
would scarcefy have been overcome certainly not wihout a
struggle that would have rent Enpland to preces But 1n fact
the clergy west not onty scared by the union 2ganst them of
tle Fang and sa many of fis subjects they were themselves
fenumz\\ Amdn? w oopnon & Jarge number of clergymen
x

U Ry U Luusy
The bubops for example were
rst and foremost o
.\nr\“‘:ﬁtand ol servants And in Yike manner parish pnz)s?l
2nd chaplans s has been nated 1n 20 e
arbier chaprey
acted asbusiness agents and trusted confidants of Io:Es :q:f:::



and other lag patrans Even the monks were wont 1o have thesr
estates managed for them fargely by laymen and to submit in
many things to the wishes of the patrons and founders hin,
who were not snfrequently lodged 1a the abbey precincts

It was not therefore natural to the clergy 1o draw together o
defend themselves aganst fay attack The hostlity with which
bishops and pansh priests regarded monks and fnars was
centuries old and was 10 no degree abated So too was the
feeling agmnst the papal authonty which had so long merct
lessly bled and exploted the Church in England And of recent
vears Wolsey as the Pope s Jgatus a latere, had infuniated the
Enghsh clergy by overniding eprscopal authonty and clenieal
freedom  Better the hang than the Pope was a generat feehng
among them at the ame of his £ There was no third chaice
before Convocatron Wolses, says bus brographer  abways rode
furiously, he rode papal junisdiction 1n England to 11s death *

Moreover the reformng doctnines whether of Erasmusor of
Luther had many secret sympath and open |
among the clergy, otherwsse there would never have been 3
reformation in England but onh 2 brutal struggle of ant
clerscal hatred with clerical povilege such as seemed 1o he fore~
shadowed sn propaganda Iike Fish s Suppl; of the Beggars
such as 1n later tumes has actually tshen place o countnes that
segected the Reformation

Alany different currents of thought were moung i the
Englsh clenscal mnd Just as the Orford reformers responded

1 Professor Poliard adds

The essentral difference betw eere Wolser and Henev VU was that
the Cacdinal nay the profagonst of the Sacerdotinn and the fong of
the regmem and that rather thanam question of theology distingushed
the Roman from the Anghcan Church The one was 2 priest sidden
ke other & king ndden body Wolser had reduced the Lhurch 1o
a despatism whose { berties consisted 1 ws junsdictson aver che luse
and not w its gorernment of atself By Henn 5 conquest and sanexa
tion the Ecelesia dngheang was saved from sinksng nto & chunch af
T olsey § concephion putelv papal and autecrate and incompatible
with the spunt of gelf o which nas and trens
forming the pabon 88 % whole And mnto the sphere of chutch gmern
ment were thereby ingected the discards and debates which are the
representatnve signs of popular interest and satellectual de (Holicy

p 369779




1o Exasus wn the resgn of Henry V¥, s01n the ragn of his sop
the Cambndge teformers, including Cranmer and Latimey,
Tvndale and Coverdale, respanded to the impulse of Luthe,
fyom oversea And wathout besng defimiely Lutherans, many
of the dergy sincerely desiwed ta reform thetr own professiyy
and were by no means sn fove with all s prvaleges Many evey
of the exproprated monks and dissohved frars became
Protestant clergymen under Edward VI, Snd there 13 ng
reason 1o suppose that they were hvpoctites

English opnton, Jay and tlencal, was a shiinng kaledg
scope It swas mot yet donded between wwo fixed aad ceargy
&iided parties, one of teform, the other of rraction. And m \he
tonfusian the hang s eclectic will prevated s anti-pagyy,

B

ot & e
536}
. . ke
Norfolk and Shrewsbory, and bishops ke Garate l‘nd
Bouner, all of whom dewred to hurn Lutherans as mucdy, 5
Henry tamself * On the other hand, two chief hights of aeadegne
renasssance and teform, (ore and Fisher, the dear friend of
E’msmu? suffered death rather than apree to the repudiagey
o 3Y auth
%n;::p onty and the subjection of the Chutch 1o g
The distalation of the otders of monks and friars wyg
natutal outcome of the attitude towards rehnon, bife, 4 ;
society that Erasmus and fus English friends bnd done <o qm“h
1o propagste The men of the new learming 1n classical c‘g
Dibheal stady now domumnant 31 Count as well as (g o
Unisersties hzd been taught to regard the monks and §ry, the
the ohscurantist enenues of the new movement And the ;:s ‘”
"y . € Beetie

mamtaned at vast expense ¥

t 1t o undeed warchy of comment that of the leadne b,






heneficsal 10 the public Some wdeed of the monks’ money he
spent on forufpng the harbours of the Kingdom and the
arcenals of the Rayal Navy

Henrv did not, @ 1t ts sometsmes stated, distnbute any large
proportion of the monasnc lands and tithes graus among his
courtiers Fe sod much the greater pant of them * He was
dryen by s financial necessitees 10 self, though he would have
preferred 1o heep more far the Crown The potental 1atue of
the estates, enyoyed tn tmes 10 come by the lay puschasers ot
their hesrs, was very preat compared 1o the marker prices they
fad acnually puid 1o the necessitous King or to the merchane
speculators wha bought them up from Henry to re sell to the
local squirearchy Therefore the vitmate beneficiary of the
Dissolution was nat relipon, not education, not the poor, nat
even in the end the Crown, but a class of fartunate gentry, of
whom mote will be said when we come to consider the changes
gong on 1n socsal and agricultural hfe

A good deal of manastic, chantry, and other ecclesiastical
land and ythe rematned w the hands of the Crown for several
generations But Gnancal necessity induced Ehzabeth, James,
and Charles 1 gradually to part with 1t 2l to private purchasers

The coalfields partscularly w Durham and Northumber-
Jand had been, to 2 predomnant extent eccleastical praperry
But owing to the action of Henry VII} this soutce of future
wealth, which from Stuare times onwards was to be developed
o6 2n tmmense scale, passed 1Mo the hands of private gentle-
men, shose descendants founded many powerful and some
noble famihes out of coal et even from the remnant left to
the Church the Ecclestastical Commussion a few years aga was
drawing nearly {400,000 @ year -3 seventh part of alt coal
rayalties *

Besides the gentry, another class that benefited by the Disso-
fuvon of the Monastenes were the onzens of towns hhe St
Albans and Bury St Edmunds, now released from the strangle-
ol of monasuc lordstap agmnst which they had been m
fierce rebeibon for centunes past On the other hand, the

1 See Appendes 1 pp 979 of A L Fishers vol v of the

Politcal Hutory of England  $sle of Dusposwon of M
2 Net, Rise of the Brituh Coal [ndustry 1 pp .3;,-?““ Yands
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That question was ashed by the man i the street par
tscufarly 1 London And st was pressed by certam interested
parties The weakest of these were reformung clergymen khe
Latimer who hoped that the monastic wealth would go to
endow education and religion they were the more decened
Then there were the lay neighbours and patrons of the
monasteries, who looked to succeed to their estates on easy
terms of purchase and who were seldom disapponted \ext
the hang himself whose profigate finance and foolish wass 1n
France had emptied his treasury sought to refill it by con-
fiscation And lastly the House of Commons was onh too glad
to evade the unpopulanty of 1o1ng tavation of thesr consunt
ents by passing the Bills for the disendowment of the
monasteries

An ohstinate refusal to pay taxes nas a charactensuc of the
English at this peniod 4 new tax of any weight even though
voted by Parlament was hable to produce a rebellion mn some
past of the country and the Tudors had no standing army
Henry therefore mn the last part of ks reign sought rehef for
s finaneial embarrassments from two sources fint the
monastic wealth and after that the debasement of the cosnage
Both these expedients had as we shall see important soesal
consequences

For a short wiile the sale of the monastic lands replemshed
the hang s trewury If Henry had not been bankrups he might
never have dissolved the monastenies at all or he mght have
Lept all thew lands and tithes for the Crown and so perhaps
enabled fus to blish absol hy 10
England of agun he might hase gnen more of ther nealth
to education and chanty as at first he intended to do had not
his financial needs been so pressing Evenasitwas he founded
Tnmty as a college on a larger scale than anmy other ar Cam
bridge He was probably mspired to that good deed by the
example of Cardinal College {Chnist Church) which Wolses
had recently founded at Oxford also out of the spois of
maonastenes for the dnersion of monastic fands and tithes was
not an smention either of Henry or of the Reformation {137,
138] But considenng the enormously greater opportunities of
the hang he dud very httle for the endowment of mstitutions

~nR



benehieas) to the pubhc. Some tndeed of the monks moncy he
spent on fortfynng the harbours of the Tangdom and the
arsenals of the Royal Navy

Henry did not a5 1213 sometimes staced distnbute any tare
propuruon of the monastic lands and uthes granis among s
courorrs He soid much the greater past of them ¥ He was
driven by s financsal necessities to sell though he would have
preferred 10 keep more for the Crown The potenuial walue of
the estates enjoved in tumes to come By the fay purchasers of
thewr hews was vers great compaced to the market preces they
had actsolly pard 1o the necessipus hang or 10 the merchant
speculators who bought them up from Henry to re sell 1o the
tocal squiceatchy  Thecefore the wlumate benefican, of the
Dissolution was not rehgon not education not the poor aat
even n the end the Crown but 4 class of fortunate gentry of
whom more will be s2:d when we come So considet the changes
gomg on 0 social and agncuiturat hfe

A good deal of monasuc hentry and other ecclesiastical
fand and tithe rematned in the hands of the Crown for several
generations But finaticnd necessits anduced Elizabeth James
2nd Charles 1 pradually to part with st all to private purchasers

The coalfitlds particalaly s Durhem and Northumber
1and had been 193 predamynant extent ecclesiasica) property
But bwing to the action of Henry % 11 this source of futere
Realth which from Stuart temes onwards was ta be developed
0 an immense scale passed nto the hands of private gentle
men whose descendants founded many powerful and some
noble famibies out of coal Yet even from the remnant left to
the Church the Ecclestasuical Commssion a few years ago was
dravang nearly £400000 a year a seventh part of alf coul
Tonalties *

Beudes the gentry another elass that benefited by the Disso
fuyion of the Monasteries were the aitizens of towns bke St
Afbans and Bury St Rdmunds now released from the strangle
hold of monastic lordshup agawnst whach they had bren i
fieree sebetbion for centuties past, On the other hand the

3 Ser Appendix 1
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werelad esofgond famdy whom therr relations had prosded for
sthe hfe of rebigron as they could nat be sustabls maresed The
ComvERts Dere noy an wmportant fsctor i Enplh soarat Wfe
But the soual consequenices of the Dhswolunon of the
require more 3 How far dud ther

tenants thewr enants and the poor <ufler by the change
As regards estate management there s less than no reason to
suppase that either the serular or regular clergy were casser
Isndlords than favmen before the Dissaluton The Domesiday
of Enclosures of 1517 shows that ev:ctions wete a2 cammon on
ecclesastical 2 on fav eotates and thar while the sverage rental
salue of fands 1 the hamd of owners are con sderably lower

the case of ecclesistics than of kv awnens the rents of lands
St by ecclesrastics are hagher

1

The abbess sere accused by
S5 Thomas Vore of turning tillage tto passuss and by popular
thymers of extaryonate renting < well ay of endlosing

For the nuns n the hiteenth centurt sec F leen Power s Wed stal
Englich Mumner es Somsthng has been s dof themonpp 144 50
2 RENY Domagis of Enclosorss Luadom pp 3% b




How hate the abbeys thesr payment ?
A pew way they do ment

Lettng a dozen farms under one,
Which one of two nich frankhing
Occupying a dozen men s Inings
Take 2l i thewr own hands alone

Where a farm for twenty pounds nas set,
Under tharty they would not st fet §

In fact the monhs had to a large evtent handed over the
control of thesr estates to laymen The abbey lands were often
managed, and the farms tahen on lease and sublet, by noblemen,
gentlemen, and “frankling , who ran them veny much as other
estates were run, enclosing fand where st was profitable to
enclose, turming copy holders nto tenants at will and rasing
rents 1f prices rose or the value of the farms mcreased When,
at the Dissolunion, the monastic property passed mte fzy
ownership, the ewisting lay management continued as before
m much the same spirst towards the tenants Buz a3, owing to
Henry V111 s debasement of the comnage, the reign of ns son
was a pertod of soarmg prces all Randlords new and old, of
they would not be rumned, had to rase their rents whenever
leases and copies fell tn The new men were therefore de-
nounced, somettmes nghth, but very often unfairhy, for dowg
what the monks would have had to do 1n ke prnce-conditions,
and for continuing an estate paley for which abbats had, i
farmer tumes, been abused with equally gaed or bad reason 38
years went by the past was seen through a golden haze, and 2
tradition grew up that the monks had been particularly casy
tandlords ~ a tradition that modern research has not confirmed *

Apoart from the tenants of the monasuc lands, who cannat be
posmul) satd to have eather gmned or fost by the Dissolution,
there was also a great army of servants, more numerous than

1 Date 1527-8, Tawnes and Power, Tudor Frelenasneal Docu-
mants, 113, PP 2028

2 For what I say about the monastesies n this chapter  ace
Baskenille, Englush Monks and the Suppressum of the Monastenes,
Savine, English Monasterier on the Fre of the Duralution (Urford
Studses, edued by Vinogradofl, 1909) wnape  Frglsh Momartic

Finances, 1926



the morks themselses who were employed i the domestic
sernice of the abbevs It had been the custom to denounce
them 25 1dle abbeylubbers apt to do nothing but anly to ext
and dnnk * Thes were probably no better and no worse than
the great houssholds of sessmg men that noblemen and
geattemen toved ta beep up after Henoy VI bad disarmed
thesr mulitary retasners  Serving men Were not admired even
1n Shakespeare s day These monastsc dependants were many
of them raken over by the new praprictors espeasally by <uch
as canverted the abbey buldings imte a manor house But no
doubt a certan proportian lost thesr places and swelled the
ranks of the sturdy beggars  which the monks themsehies
had no need to do owing 10 thew pensions

Many of the abbey servants had been young gentlemen of
the squrre class attached to the monasteny  weanng its Inery
admimsterng (s estates pressding over ats manonal cound
acung as stewards bahffs gentlemen farmers  Besides these
gentlemen senvants pad officers of the monks there were
wealthy muests and carrodsans fiving 19 the abbes at s charges
And there were noblemen and geotlemen wha 2% patrons of
founders dan exerted great mBuence over the admumstratson
of the House The lay upper «lass bad got it= fingers deep n
the monastic pre long before she Dissoluton In sore aspects,
the seeulanization of the manasttc lands was 3 gradual process
and the Dussofanon onts 2 dast step

But there were alwavs the poor at the gate They doly
recened frohen smeats and 2 dole of money The custam
sepresented an ancient tradition and dostnne of Chrustian duty
shich wa of priceless salue Butim practece dccording o the
istonan { our Poor aw the manastic chanty bang unor
ganized and indicnmnate hd nearly ax much to 1acrease
begars ax to rehuve them * Presumably the cessahon of the
dole at the ahbey gate did something 1n the first nstance to
wrea e the number of beggars elsewhere byt there 15 no
evdence that the prablem which mendicancy presented wag

3 ~tarhey s England temp H UIE{ Bacly
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Tudor resgns, the beggars coming to town’ preyed on the fears
of dueflers wn fonely farms and hamfets and evercieed the
minds of vy Co 1 and P

Graduly 1 proper system of poor redief based upon compul
sory rates and duscrirunating betweens the sanous classes of
the sndigent was evohed 1n England first of alf the countries
of Eurape 1t was soon foung that the whipping of sturdy
beggars was by aself no sofation The double duty of provid-
g worh for the unemploved and charsty for the ynpotent was
gradualiv recogmized by Tudor Lngland a5 incumbent not
mereh on the Church and the charable but on sonety asa
whale ¥n the reign of Henry VI some great towns lihe
London and Ipswich orgamized the admimstramne rehef of
thewr poor At the end of Elzabeth s rergn and ander the early
Sryart hangs & bad become a duty presenbed by national
fegsslation enforced upon the local mamstrates by a vgdant
Prny Councit and paid for by compubiary Poor Rates !

After the monastenies the chantries! Henrv V 111 was already
prepasing an attack upon them when death took him where
Bangs can steal no more O the accesmion of Fdward Vf (1547}
Trotestant doctrme trumphed and pravers for the dead were
pronounced superstitions  As that was the speaific puspose of
chintsyes therr spokation had now the cover of religious zeal
The ramp  as our generstion would calt 1t of greedy states
men and thor parasites &t Court 208 of rural gentsy hnang
fear to chantry Jands became more shameless under the boy
fung than under fus farnudable o}d father Henry had at Jeast

 About the seae 1550 Roburt Crowles thas whtes in by Epgrams
1 heard 1 o hegsars that under an hedge sate
Whodd ah lary talh thers matters dehate
“Thes bad both sore legs most Ioahsome fo aee
All raw trom she foor well most to the knee
My deg quoth the one 1 thank God i b
~ 715 rne  gaoth the other 1 9 cold K
Far then 1 tooketh raw and as red 2 any blood
1 would not base o heated for am world s gond
No man would P me but for my sore Ty
Wheeefore if T nere whote § mighe 10 \mﬂgbeg
1 should be constraned ta 1abour and sweat
And pechaps sameume with seourges be beat



care of the village nas a duty recogrized by mun a squire s
wafe, sometimes even by a peeress hke Lettce, Lady Fallland
who used to visst the sick dose them, and read to them The
Lady Bountiful of the manor house and her lord often did &
much for the poot as had been done by the fater monastenes
Haw far the poor positnely fost by the dissolution of the
monasteries remams obscure but 1t 18 plan 2 noonday that 2
great chance was missed of endowing the poor 25 well as
education and learmng This was realized by man at the ime
espeansiy by the reformmng clergy Iike Latimer and Crouley
About 1550 Cronley wrote

As I walhed atone and mused on thngs

‘That have 11 my time been done by great hungs

1 bethought me of the Abbeys that s metimes § sax

Which are now suppressed alt by a Las

O Lord (thoughe § then} what occastan was here

To provide far fewrnsng and mahe prenty cheer!

The lands wd the gewels that herelhn were had

Weuld have found codiy preachers nbieh might well had
led

The people aright thar now go astray

And have fod the poor that famish every dan

Instead of that a fusthes impetus had been grven to a tendencs
already strong enough the nse to domnance of the ¢lis of
landowmng geotn whose power replaced that of the grest
nobles and ecelestastics of the feudal ages and whose word was
to be faw 15 the Dngheh countryside for centurses to come

fr34 135 139 471

The bands of ~turds beggars who alarmed society w the
carhy Tudor reagns were reennted from mam sousces  the
ordinary unemploved the unemployable soldiers divcharged
after Trench wars and the Wars of the Roves retuners dis
banded at Hearn V1i< command serving men set adnft by
smpecuntous Jords and pentrs Roban Hood bands deren from
thesr woodtand 1ars by deforestation and by the hetter enfosce
ment of the hangs peace, ploughmen put out of work by
enelosures for pastures and tramps who prudenthy pretended
to belong to that much commuserated elass ARt through the

218

































49 kdward VE grantng the Rays! Pulace of Brudewelt for 3
hosp tal

York hire by subscr ption among 13 statesman {reeholders
a « « e

educated had been founded 1 the reign of Ehzabeth by
Arehtashop Sandys

Atvpcal new man of tre Tudor age was Mcholas Bacon
father of Francms and son of the sheepreeve to the Abbey of
Bury 5t Edmunds {150 151] \echotas Bacon rose iy law and
ol L es 10 be owner of many of the farms on whch b s father
had served the monks 25 one of thew ba Ufs He founded 2 free
grammar schoal on those tands with scholarst ps thence to
Cambndge and gave other endowments to hus otd College of
Carn L Sora
























Suhsfe the land hunger enabled the fandlord to eflect changes
0 re:: andem :gncu!fx:ﬂl method, the pise in prices compelted
Tz to da 5o of be runed Between 1500 and 1560 the prices
that the bindlord had to pay for the things he bought for
furself and s househald had much more thae doubled,
food had nestly teebled Usless then the landlords were to
accept rusm they must raue rents whers Jeases fell i, and they
must surn band to 1te most profitable wse ~ even 10 same cases
1o pasture 1mstead of arable !

But this teouse was searcely conudered 2t alt by popular
anges and Tehgous sentiment Cathohie and Protestant ahike
3pphed medieval etingal judgerents to econome gctions For
rumple, i spite of the long establiched practce of busntss-
men Law and apuen sull atempted to fortd as usury all
interests bz money lent S0 far dhd legesiation lag behund reahy
that as Iate 23 1552 an Act of Parlament prohubnted ait takang
of tnterest as & vice most odious and detestable  Atlength
1571 this Act nas repealed and interest not exceeding ten per
cent ceased to be crminal

Tt not then that preachers p 1 and
peets denounced enclosure as wmmoral and hugher rents as
exartionate Sonve of them were so no doubt buton the whole
the indlords were acting under financral compulsion  Econo-
MG necessity  beoame mdeed the tyrants plea for much
oppression and was 100 ghidy used wn fater centuries when the

dismat science o Poliieal Economy bore won nste sser the
munds of men Hut much of the Tudor wnting on these
questions suffered from the opposite fault and was not economuc
enough Tt blamed the wickedness of sndsviduals atone mstesd
of fookung for root causes and remedses

1 There were thyee stages of the price mse under the Tudors
3 1510 30 Owmng 10 producnon of siver 1y Gemnany and the
€ sperad of Henry VE & boarded tsvasure by Benry Vi1 prices of
foodstufls go up yo per cent Other prices rue lows (2} 154362
()):nmg 10 “;nry vilL s\;‘:butmzm of the com (and & fittle later to
wrican siver-manes begmnaing 10 wke effect) prices of

Tash up About 1o per cent more i o inds
benee fnance and Elaibeth v reay

wise move stowly Then w carly Swact tunes

s5an raite prices 1o peak 1643 g2 after o M“‘(‘iﬁ‘ piver munes
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teaces 6 copyhold tenures of the Jand that was by law not
breakable, yeaped the full advantage from the <paning prices o
thetr products because thest rents could not be rase

d Hince
therefore the landlords could not rase rents slt round

1 e b extorting huch rents
+ ashier fess forty”
+ easswere Tenew”

~ apenod of yeard
“The result was that one group vl pras 4 (33 COUNE mone¥

oot Paving an extra peany of fent whwle another groug, ot
soonally distinguishable escept by the date of thet leases orihe
legal forms of theyr tenure, were being oppressed all the more 10
mike up for the immunity enjored by the others Meanwhle
the yeoman freeholder who pard no rent or 2 purely norn?
one 1o the ford of the tnnr, was sellung his corn and catle 07
thses times the price that hus grandfather kad been able 1o 23%
- ©ia come men founshed exceedingly, othets
. 3.

v .

.. £
of wages befund prices * But the Janoiess 1avoun,

a
uch amatler proportion of the wotking-class than he 18

today, and 25 he was 10 some extent paid in kind tus Jass from
the fal) of the vatue of money was often not serv great On the
othes hand. the craftsman taatwufacturer, and merchant ganed
B\ the sse of prices as wuch 23 the peasant Whose rent could
not be ransed More generally the nse of prices, winch brovght
poverty 10 some and wealth to others had the effect of shmu
Taung trade producuon and enterprise both t the towns and
on the land ]t was a factor i the development of the few
England of 2dventure and competition, replacmy the old
Eagland of custom and settled nghts

Before the £nd of the century equiibrium had been reached
for a tme In the Yast years of Edward V1 a real financeal
seform bad been begun wiveh Mary continued and Elzabeth

v,

S N a3 e 2 o Y o

rade had gome
46 Agroulueal wages cannor be guen 7 O PO et



But there were exceptions A remarkable dialogue, wntten at
the height of the socal trouble under Edward VI, entutled 1
Duscourse of the Common 1Weal, managed to eluaidate the real
truth with fairness to all parties percening the unnvoudable
effect that the pnce-nise must have on rent, as well as its mam
cause 1n Henry s debasement of the comage And early
Elizabeth s reign Thomas Tusser grew fyncal as well as
econosmic 1n prasse of the much abused enclosures

More plenty of mutton and beef,

Com butter, and cheese of the best
More wealth anywhere (to be brief)
More people more handsome and prest
Where find ye (go search any coast)
‘Than there, where enclosures are most?

But, more usually, indiscraminate abuse was poured on al}
enclosure, which might better have been resened for the cases
of real spjustice, when lords of the manor enclosed from the
poor thetr due commons  Equally indiscrimunate was the
attack on the gentry as cormorants and greedy gulls because
they rasc ourrents Yet owng to the price nise, peasants and
farmers were selfing their produce at nwo or three times the ofd
money, while ther landlords were paving proporuonately
mare for alt they bought * How then could rents fail 1o nise
But the mund of the community still essentaalls medieral
outlook, thought the night basts of social economues was not
competition but immemorsal custom even when the f2ll i
the value of money and the soanng of prices was rendering old
custom every day more smpossible and unfar

A cluef cause of social malate was the casual and sregular
incidence of the price-nise on varous classes of men One part
of the peasantry, who were lucky enough to have long term

¢ "Thas posny, though noted in the Ducourse of the Camonan 1 ¢o!
1 shirked 1 most of the hiteratisre of the me But the poet Gavcotgne

carly in Elizabeth’s reign says of the peasants in tua Pavs Ploteman

Nor that they can ery out e landlonds loud
And sy they rack their rents an ace too hagh

\When they themsehes do sell thew Tandflons Jamb
For grestes price thaty owe was ont be worth



Flodden 2nd wore still the nzvon s shiekd and buckles Ifthe
yeomaney of England were not in tune of war we should be sn
theewd esse For an them standeth the chuef defeace of
England f Other nations Englshmen hoasted had no such
mddle class but only an oppressed prasantry and the nobles
and men at arms who robbed them
A strong fechng already rusted among the Enghsh sguast
professwona) soldiers largely derved fram memornes of what
had been endured by guset folk at the hands of the lords
sstunety The Tudor kings hzd put all that dewn and had no
sunding army of thar own hewce thew papulanty The
Enghsh were conscrous and proud of therr hberty not yet
defined a8 the Lberty of goverming thewr kung through Parhia
ment or of ponting what they hked agaist the authonties of
Church and State but stmp'y freedom to hve their own hives
undistwrbed either by feudad or royal oppression In the
Discourse of the Common Teal 1 Edward Vis sesgn the
Hushandman and Merchant discuss whether there showld be
2 sunding foree 1w England to repress tumults
nuissaNoman God forbid that we have any such tyrnts
amongstus fos a3 they say such willin the country of France
take poor men s hens chickens pigs and oty provision and
poy nothung for st except 1t be an evit tum 23 to ravish s
wile g daugites for
mEacaAnT Mare 1 thiok that would be vather oocasson of
comgmotiens 10 be suted than to be quenched for the
stomachs of Engl shmen would never bear it

"The Englhish yeotaen would not stand that kend of thingt

The new age was brongimg wte mereasing prommence ot
only the veaman but the squire He sursved the difficulires of
hs farmyle budget durimg vhe price crms and emerged under
Eleaberh a5 the prncipat figure i the Ife of the countryside
The wealth and power of the countey gentlewan had been
toezeased partly by thew easy purchases of momsstic Jand
partis by the recent chinges m the agricultural econamy of
thess estates which the land hunger had epabled them ymd

Star tondt
. Iw tavhes  Laglond temp H LT Farty Englsh Texe Scaery





















wete too proud to work He was away making money m trade
orm Jaw He often ended bfe 2 ncher and more poserful man
than hus elder brother left m the 0}d home Such men bought
fand and founded county famuhes of thewr own, for they had
been bred in the countryside and to the countryside they loved
1o return

Foresgners nere astorushed at the love of the Enghsh gentry
for rural hfe  Every gentleman , they remarked, fheth into
the country Few ibabit cities and 1owns few have any regard
of them ' Though London mght alreads be the greatest aty
w Europe England was sull in ats essential Ufe 2nd feehing 2
rurat communsty whereas in France and Italy the Roman had
deeply mmplanted the enihizaton of the aity, that drew to
sself all that was most vital in the hfe of the surrounding
province The Enghsh squire did not share the feelings of the
Italian gentlemen of qualits  described by Robert Browatsg,
pung unwillingly w fas country home -

Had I but plenty of mones mones enough and to spase

The house for me no doubt wese 2 house 1n the ety squate

The place for the squire whether he were rch or poor, was at
home 1n his manor house and he kanew and rejorced wt the fact
Owmng to the habit among the gentry of apprenticing thesr
sounger sons to trade our country avorded the sharp division
between g ngid caste of nobles and an unprsleged bourgeorste
which brought the French ancten regimte to s catastrophs 1o
1989 Unbke the French the Foplish gentry did not calf them
selves nobles - except the select few who sat in the House of
Lords The manor house 1ts hospitalits apen to neighbours
and fnends of many differemt classes, was pot ashamed 1o
achnowledge a son m trade, besides anather at the lans of
Court and a third perhaps m the famiy fumg The fanded
and moneyed men might @ik as of thes were maly but o
fact they were athed by blood and by snterest Recrusts from the
tantded class were constantly entenng town hfe while money
and men from the towns were constaraly flowmy back 1o

fertdune the coumteysile
) Stahey's Foglaud, tomp H VI Fatly Fncluh Texy Sociers
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Bible reading 10 addition to the senvices and sacraments of the
Church These 1deas and prachices were by no means confined
1o the disdent Puatans 10 the tate Tudor and Stuart tunes
they were the practice of Anghean famties who lnved and
fought for the Prayer Book The réhgion of the home and of the
Tible beeame 2 soeal custorn comamon to alf Fnghsh Pro-
testazts 1 was Sound mosk ofteat, perbags, wn the hauseholds
of squires, veomen, and tradesmen, but it was widely extended
among the cottages of the poor

The new type of Enghsh rebynon 1deabized wark, dedicating

bustness and farming to God As George Herbert quamtty and
wobly wrote

‘Who sweeps 2 room as for Thy laws
“Makes that and the acnion fine

Tt was 3 good religion for a navion of shopkeepers and farmers

The seed-time of these practices and weas wiuch w the
folfowing, century became so generat was the reign of Edward
VL and s eldes smter whale Cranmer was producing the
Prayer Book 1o stand beside the Bible, and Queen Many was
providing English Protestantism with 2 marnyrology The antie
tlencaf rerolution of Henry A [11, with wts unedifing scrambie
for Church property, fizd tacked a moral basss, but the martvrs
recorded m Foxes book providied one for the new navional
tehgion beginming to emerge out of chaos When Elzabeth
came 1g the throne, the Bible and Prayer Book formed the
teliectual and spintual foundation of 2 new socal order

The msututions of a coumtry are alwavs tefiected s 1ts
wlitary system During the Hundred Years War therehad been
tao military systerns Home defence against domestic rebethan
and Scottish invasion, was conducted cluefly by local muhma
vied on a conscript basis ‘The more difficult war in France,
which required 2 more professionst soldiery, was conducted
by war bands followng fighting nobles and gentlemen who
enbisted and pavd them, the hang indented with thew employers
to Furmsh hum with so many of these professionals for so much
money This dual system continyed under Benry VH and
Wenry VILE, sth thos difference, that the destruction of the
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m Lz sufhiced 10 mave the bang safe at fome sa long as his
oty was ot too unpopulac Bt he was powerless to make
songuests i Furope
While the rova) army dhd not east the roval navs was
grawing strong Solr rehance condd no Yonger be placed on
a -

. e of

navy was placed under 8 separate gasermment department and
argamzed 2» a standwng force <@ the hang s gay Heary VI
spent much of the rmal and monastic wealth an this project
He not coby by R toval ships but establ shed dockuards at
Weocivch and Deptford where the Thames estuary made a
surps e 2 d difficwlt develuped Portsmauth as a naval base
and § 1t hed s harbours sueh as Tatmouth Roads

The frmation of » profeswonst mavy for war purpases onty
wasthe e mportant becsuse naval taeties were 3fter 2 ooo
sears entenng on 2 new e The glacing, of canmon in the
brosdade of a vessel transformed naval war from o mere
grappdnr of shp N b b {the method used from the days of









the ancient Egyptians and Greehs ull late medies al umes) into
the manoeuvring of floating batterzes, which first showed their
strength against the Armada By proficiency in that new game
England was to attain her sea-power and Empire, and Henry
VIIs naval pohicy first put her 1n a way to win st {159-61}

1n spite of much economic trouble, the standard of hife was
slowly gomg upin the early and rmddle Tudor pesiod When the
more marked advance under Lhztbeth had diffused 3 general
sense of prospenity, Withwm Harrison, the parson, recorded
in 1§77 the mmprovement sn houschold conditions that had
taken place stice hus father s day  nat ameng the nobility and
gentry only but hikewse of the lowest sort i most places of our
south country

Qur fathers [he writes] yea and we oursehes have hen full oft
upon strav pallets, covered only with a sheet under conerlets
made of dagswain or hep haslots (I use their own tesms) and 2
good round log undesr their heads mstead of a bolster 14t wgn
so that our fathers or the good man of the house had a mattress
or flachbed and thereto a sach of chaff to rest his head upon he

150 Dover Harbour atthe tme of Henn Vi1 showing fortifications
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thought hurself 16 be s well lodged 83 the lord of the tonn
{silflage] that peradsenture lay seldoman a bed of down or whole
feathers Pllows were thought meet onty for women in childbed

s for servants, f they had any sheet shave them @ was well,
for seldom had they any undes thew bodies ta keep them from
the prichang straws thist ran of¢ through the canvas of the paller
and rared thesr bardened hydes

Straw on the floor and straw i the beddmg bred fleas, and
some fleas carrved plague

Harrjson abo notes that chimneys have becomne genersl even
1 cuttages whereas n the village where § remasn , old men
recalled that m thesr young davs under the tao hangs Harrs,
there were not above two of three chumneys if so many, 10
uplandssh tawns {willages], the rebzious houses and manor
Places of thewr dords always excepted, but each one made his
e aganst a seredoss s the hall where be dined snd dressed
s meat The sncreasing use of coal unstead of weod for the
domesne hearth made w more drsagreeable not to have vhime
e and the mcreastng use of bsichs made 3t easier 10 bntd
them even1f the walls of the house were of some other matertal
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That gay Court owed us character 10 the young athletic
Henry ore of the best archers 1n his own kmpdom ot get
grown an obese and angry tyrant but hamself the plass of
fastion and the mautd of form Leawing policy to b sull
trusted Wolsey he spent in debights and pageants and masques
the treasure which hus careful father had Yard up for the navon &
need \ot to have been at Count was wdeed 10 Touchstone s
words to be damned There the genlemen of Togland learnt
nat only the wingues of love snd politics but music and
poetry and 4 taste for scholarshup and the arts seeds which
they took back 1o thewr cural homes to plant there {172 173

174] The culture ant and scholarskep of the Trahan counts of
the Renatssance had great snfluence on the courtiers and
nobles of England fram the time of the Wars of the Roses
until the rexgn of Elzabeth The medieval distinction between
the learned clerk and the barbarous fighting baron was camng
to an end blending 1 the sdeal of the all acoomplished
gentleman  The courtiers soldiers scholar s eye, tongue,
sword  the Ehizabethon wdeal afterwards reatized ta Sir Philip
Swlney had been rebearsed two generations before by Sir
Thomas Wyatt (£503 42} 2 kind and Dathful public servam
1n 2 hard heanted and fawhiess Court He was just a5 happy w
the privacy of bis country estate

Th s maketh me at home ta hunt and hauk
I

10 tusty tees my Wbenty | take
But here 1 am in Tent and Chrstendome
Among the muses whese | read and thyme

The culuvated country gentleman already existed often hke
Waatt half a couttier

At Court Holbem and s studso wese orming out apaee

+ Sk
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most past were free to kil the red thief as best they could !
Gentlemen hunted the deer, and everyone, on foot and horse-
bach, hunted the hare - poor Wat, far off upon a altt Horse
men and grey hounds pursued the swift footed young bustards
oer the downs The poaching of deer was a great feature of
hfe the scholars of Oxford openly hunted Radles Parh, till the
owner was famn to throw down the pales i desparr As to fow!
ng, though the hawk, the bow, and the crossbow were still the
most usual methods, the birding prece was sometimes em-
ployed 2 But snanng, himung and trapping all sosts of bird>
and beasts were st} conducted not only for use but for sport

The Enghsh were already notorious 1 Europe for thar
devotion to horses and dogs, of which they bred and hept mans
rarenes in great numbers  But the horse was still a cumbraus
ammal The slim racer and hunter of eastern blood had not vet
come 1, and a gentleman s mount was still bred to carny 2
hnght 1n hus armour at full trot sather than a huntsman at full
gallop The farm horse was gradually beginning to share with
the ox the labours of the plough

It was sull the age of the tournament {171}, rdden before
the eyes of svmpathetic ladies and entical populace,

The gratelled ground with sleeves tied on the helm
On foapung harse with swords and frendly hearts

as Surrey, Henry VI s courtier poet descnbes 1t He sings
also of other play at that Court

The dances short fong tales of great debght
With words and looks thas tgees could but e
VWhen cach of us did plead the other s nght
The palme play {courtyatd tenms] where,
despasied for the game

With dazed cyes oft we by gleamns of love

Hate mussed the ball and got sighs of our dame
“To bat her eyes that kept the leads abose

+ Vet in some districts in 1 hzabeth & roain foves and badgens were
+ nensern ed bygentiemen to hunt and have pastimic witha! when they
e exherne have been soosed out  Hasrion savs fbook 111

hofy,
£ 2 ‘\)Icnj Bares of 1 ndiar 5%, 8, 8
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When the Tudor age began, Venice still held the East in fee
{r78] The prectous goods of the Indies, st} bome on camels
backs, continued as for ages pastto reach the Levant overland
Thence Venetsan ships carned the spices to England, returmng
with cargoes of wool to feed the Jooms on the Adnatic The
Venetian trader was therefore a well known figure 1 our
wland In 1497 one of them reported home the discovery of
Newfoundland made by lss countryman John Cabot, fire
years after Columbus s greater exploit

The Venetiap our countryman whe weat with 2 shp from
Bristol s quest of new sslands, 1s returned, and says that 700
leagues from hence he discovered land the termtory of the Grand
Cham He coasted for 300 leagues and landed, saw no human
bemgs but found some fetled trees, wherefore he supposed
there were inhabitants He 1s now at Brstol with his wile Vast
honaur s pard lum he dresses in sk, and these English tun
after hum bike mad people This discoverer of these plices
planted on hss new found fand a large cross with a flag of
Engfand and another of St Marks by reason of fus bemp 3
Venetian so that our banner has floated very far afield

But 1t was signsficant of the future that the flag of St Mark
had not gone thus far aficld m a Venetan ship

After this discovery, prophetic of an end of things for
Vemce and a beginming of things for Lngland, nothiag much
came of st for two generations, except tndeed cod fishng by
Enghish, French, and Portuguese fishermen off the Newfound-
land coast * Throughout the early and msddle Tudor perod
our commerce was conducted as before with the coast of
Europe from the Baltic round to Sparn and Portugal, mest of
alt with the Nethetlands, and above all with Antwerp, the
centre of Furopean business and finance Lven more rapidiy
than 1a the fificenth century, the export of manufactured eloth

1 The tncreasc of deep sea fishing was & feature of early Tudor
tumes, and helped to build up the mantime population and strength
of the country, soon to be turmed to such great account The hernng
had recently moved fsom the Baltic mto the North Sex and our
fishery had sprung to smportance as @ result  These bernings

cote Camden  which in the times of our grandfathers swunmed onlv
\.vbm“ ~orway now i aur times by the hounny of Prov wdence pwm
10 great shoals round our cOASK every year

herning



by the Merchant Adventurers gamed on the export of raw wost
by the Staplers and the volume of Londans foragn teade
contmued 1o incresse Tn the reigns of Henry Vil and VY
English ships began to trade i the Mediterranean a far a3
Crete In 2486 an | nghsh consul was established a1 Pesa where
there were Enyglsh merchants exploing Floreatine nalty
against the Vemetan monapohy But our goods st} reached
lay chutly wn Trahien shaps

ednwnle the Portuguese were rounding the Cape of Good
Hope and opemng the eceanic toute to the Eastern trade a
fata? hiow to Yemee More slowh the Englah followed thems
along the west cosst of Afncs m defiance of ther L 1o
monopobize the Dark Conunent As earty as 1628 Willum
Hawkins father of 3 grewt hme of seamen traded 1 frendly
fashion wath the \egroes of the Guinea coast ot wery (379}
It was Jus more famous son John who m Tlzsheth s resgn

¥ Veneman radng sh s Vlare P in sets sur from Yen co




made the Negroes themselves an asticle of export, and thercby
aimost destroyed the legitimate trade with the natives, who
learnt to regard the white man as therr deadly enemy In the
rergns of Edward VI and Mary the West African trade mn ats
proper form was stll being deyeloped, besides voyages 1o the
Canarses, to Archange! and ventures as far as Moscow  but
except the cod-fishing off “ewfoundland nothing was done
beyond the Atlanuc by Enghshmen before the reign of
Ehzabeth

Althongh the vent of cloth was shlf conducted mainfy on
the old hnes and 1n the old European markets 1t nas constanthy
on the increase, supplied by the ever growng cloth manufac-
ture m the towns and still more m the villges of Fngland
After a stationary persod 1n the fifteenth century, the cloth
trade was agamn inereassng by leaps and bounds  Enclosure
for pasture was a result I'ven before such enclowres were
much complamed af, foreigners had marvelled at the incredible
number of sheep n England

The manufacture of wool nto firushed cloth mohed a
number of processes not all carried on by the s1me folk or

179 As early 3s 1528 \Qliam Hawkins trided n friendhy
fashion with the Guiney Coast for nory  map of the Guines
Coasr (1556}
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the came place {58 55 150} Th= rapualist entreprencus pased
D‘:Ihz m‘:\ mgmas\q the z\:l( smanufactured and the fnshed
cloth from place to place emploving vasious. clasees of work
e ot buyang from yarious classes of masters m the process
Wilam Forret in Fdward Vs rogn grows prosncally

tyeicat mver the ubiquitons cloth $rade that employ ed 50 THany
Tunds of kit

No town in Fngland uilege ar borough

T thus with clo h ng 1o be ocoups

"Chough not w each place clochimy, dean tharough
But 8¢ the town 13 thesr part o applied

Here spimners here weasers there clothes to be dyed
Wtk futlers and shearers as be thoughe best

As the Cloth er may have tus cloth drest

Tnanothes stanza he urges the now popular polics of encatlrag,

1ng the cloth trade at the expense of the dechning export of
s wool

The wool the Staplers d» gather and pack
Qut of the Royalme to countnes foreym
Be 1t revoled and syayed abark

“That our cloth ers the same may retamn
Al fund of work folbs here 1o ardan
Up<n the same 1o exercuse their feas

By tuckimg card ng spinming and to beat

Vost of the weaving was done on the domesue svstem the
Toom owned and phed by the poodman of the house was <et up
W garret or kitchen But the futhng mills on the western
Streams must needs be more ke factones and some weaving
Was already done on what may be called the factory svstem
The clodies fohn Wincheombe was 50 fch and so princely
that after tus death W 1520 be became a legendsny hero nf
ballad as Jack of Newbury 3 valin fame to Dyck Whanng
ton famself Tradiion smid that he led a hundred of hus
prentices (o Flodden Field and feasted hang Harry at us
house The Clizabethan ballad procseds to descrrbe hy, facta
of cloth "
Withio one toom bewng lasge and Yon,

"Thete st00d two hundred looms full sfmng



made the Negroes themselves an article of export, and thereb)
almost destroyed the legitimare trade with the natnes, who
learnt to regard the whute man as their deadly enemy In the
rexgns of Edward VI and Mary the West Afncan trade m 1ts
proper form was still being deseloped, besides voyages to the
Canaryes, to Archangel and sventures as far as Moscow, but
except the cod-fishung off Newfoundfand, nothing was dene
beyond the Atlantic by Enghshmen before the reign of
Ehzabeth

Although the tent of cloth was stff conducted manly on
the old lines and n the old Curopean markets, 1t was constantly
on the sncrease, supplied by the ever growing cloth manufac-
ture 1 the towns and sull more ;n the ilages of England
After a stauonary persod 1n the fifteenth centurs, the cloth
trade was agamn increasing by leaps and bounds  Enclosure
for pasture was a result Lien before such enclosures were
much camplatned af, fareigners had marelled at the mcredsble
number of sheep 1n England

The manufacture of wool into finished cloth imohed 2
number of processes, not all carrsed on by the same folk or i

179 As eatly 35 1528 William Haukins traded m fnendh
fashion with the Gunea Caast for non  map of the Guirea
Const {1556)




<o {58, 59,150} The capasalist entrepreney® pasted
3::!:“::3;‘:‘(,;:10 the Llf—m:nuhc(mcd and the fimshed
loth from place ta place, emploving Yanous classes of work~
‘mén ot Buying from vanous classes of wasters the process
Wolam Forrest, w Ddward A1s ragn, grows prosacatiy

Incal aver the ubwgitous tloth trade that employed so wany
Binds of s30

o town i England, nifage ot borpugh

Put thus »uh clohing 10 e accumed

Though not 1m each place clathing clean thareugh,
But 35 the town 18 Lheir past sa applied

Here spinners, here weasers, there clothes 1 be dved,
ath fullers and sheaters a3 be thought best,

As the Clothier may hase fus eloth drest

Inanother stanza be urges the now popuat pohcy of encourag-
g the cloth trade at the expense of the dechinung expost of
12w woof

The woof the Staplers do gather and pack
Out of the Rovaline to countnes foreym.
Be it revohed and stayed aback,

That our clothuers the same tnay retom
Al kund of work folks here to ordam
Upon the same to exeruise thexr feat

B tucking cstding, spmong and to beat

Most of the weaving was done on the domestic system, the
Toom, wned and plied by the goodman of the house, was ses up
W gateet or katchen But the fulling-mulls on the western
steeams must needs be move bike factories, and some weaving
was slready done on what may be calied the Tactory svstem
The tlothrer Jokn Wanchicombe was so nch and so princely
that after Jus death 1 1520 he became 2 legendary hero of
ballaed s Jack of “ewbusy 2 tvat in fame to Dack W batting-
ton iraself Tredtion sasd thas he led 2 hundred of fus

prestices 1o Flodden Freld and feasted hang Hasry o1 his
house The Elizabethen batlad

proceeds 0 desenbe s factory
of cloth

Within one room bemg Yarge and long
Thete stood two hungred lonms full strong






Powbly the cheerfulness, certaimly the numbers, of the hands
tn the factory, are evaggerated by the retspspeetne m{‘out ’of
. - PR Ry

The volume of mternal teade was far greater than the
external England sull mmported oaly lusunes for the uch
Her people wese fed, clothed, housed, and warmed by home
products

-, —

€rn n mnee moman aTly Fae the

.
. . 0y -
farge extent ports on mvers

But the roads were used, then as naw for all local distrsbu-

1on and for much traffic 10 bulk The badness of the roads,
hough execrable by our standards, was not absolute In dry
acather they were used by wagans, and 1w all weathers by
pack horse trans As far as posuible the roads followed by
commerce kept to chalk and other hard soils, of which much
of England 15 carmposed Where they had ta cross marshy or
clav belts the traffic was helped by causeways some of these
were built by the merchants who needed them 1n the absente
of any effectual road authority Leland notes the causeway
beween Wendover and Aylesbury, else the way, i wet ume,
28 1 low stuff clay, were tedious to pass

Exen for long distance waffic of heavy goods the supremacy
of water over road was ot complete Southampton, for
example flounshied 23 a port serving London Certarn classes
of guods were regularly unshipped at Southampton and sent
by toad to the capital 1o save the vessels from the necesuity of
tounding hent

t Vleaheth Power Medieral People p 138






Pacsibly the cheerfulness cestanly the numbers of the hands

wihe factory are esaggerated by the retrospective ardour of
\ r .t

ndad o nen faruls

The \olume of mternal trade was far greater than the
exernat Tngland snll imported onlv luxunies for the nich
Her people were fed clothed housed and warmed by home
peoducts

The rivers were a great means of transport espeenily for the
Searest goods 1ke the rathways today Evennland wwns Be
York Gloucester Narwich Oxford Cambndge were to @
targe extent ponts on mvers

But the soads were psed then as now for 21l Jocal dusinby
ton and for much traffic 1 bulk, The badness of the roads
though exeerable by our standards, was not absolute In drv
weather they were used by wagons and in all seathers by
pack horse traws As far as possible the roads followed by
commerce kept to chalk and other hard sels of which much
of England 15 composed Where they had 10 cross marshy at
tlay belts the traffic was helped by causewsys some of these
were built by the merchants who needed them, in the absence
of any effectual road authorty Letand notes the causeway
beraeen Wendover and Aplesbury  else the way 1 wet ke
s fow suff clay were tedious 10 pass

Exent for tang dstance traffic of heavy goods the supremacy
of water aver toad was not complete, Soathampton, for
oumple flounshed 25 3 port serving London Certam classes.
of g00ds were regularly unshipped at Southampton and sent
by roud to.the £ap tal 1o save the sessels from the aeoessity of
tounding hent

& Cheabeth Poner Medural People p 153
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ang 10
The Luttrell Psalter (B M5, 3dd 42 130 ff 170" and 143,
fur peneral description of Ms ses note under 17} ahove)

These contrasted scenes Wlustrate the Enplish yeoman as
farmer and avchet

{5] shows & man sowng frain_bus dog chases one 7o sy
while yet another crow 1s busy feeding 3t the sack of gram

{10} shows archery practice at a range The man standing m
frong appears 1o be matructng fise athers and a bulls eye hay

aready been scored Note the bracers an the mstructor s and
1he first nxcher s left anms
it

Chyomques de France et d Angleterre by Jehan Frowsart ol w
(BN ys Rayat 18 £ 3 € 165" thus Sts was probably enc of
those at Richmond Palace Flerish ¢ 156a)

The mimatures depict events which tock place brineen 1377
end 138, They are not of very goad quality and suggrest thass
production This scene potirays the Peasants Revalt Joha
Ball (labelled with tus name) rides 1n front of a most ordecty

acety of helmeted peasants bearmg the banners of England and
St George

12and 13

Chromgues de France ¢t d Angltterse by Jehan Fromsart ol n
{871 #ts Royal 187 2 f§ 172 and +75 for genenat desetiption
of M sec note under {31} above)
{12} shaws the rebels the A pof C: t
2 the Tower
[ P
dea
R
4and 13

The Luttrelt Psafter (BM ws 2dd 2 130 & 170 and 187
P

¥

135) shows & watet il built of bnck and twnber wih 2
thatched rouf In the foreground are the water wheel and a
wooden dam while a0 the night can be seen

™o eel tra
m the sweamy s set

16
The Lutrrell Pealter (BN] 2t5 agd

4z 130 \
descriprion of MS see note under 7} nbnecsf 78" for generst



besng sent abroad and was presented by hin to Queen Mary
Ocrober of the same year

Besides sts full-col this M5 18
adorned with deheately tmted drawings which portray many
stenes of contemporary Iife ~ 2l kunds of games, hunting and
hawkung, feastng and dancmng The decorations of the Calendar
are 1o full colour and slustrate the occupations of each month
and scenes dramatizing the zodwacal signs The present sllustra-
tion s that for August and shaws peasants reaping corn under the
direction of the reese

The tinted drawings are remarkable for thesr delicate y et hively
style, thesr free and graceful treatment of drapery therr praphic
delineaton of animals in action and therr close observation of
the details of contemporary hife

6
The Luttrell Psqlter (BM ms add 42, 130 f 5538, Enghsh,
East Anghan, ¢ r340)

This Ms was conumussioned by Sir Geoffrey Lustrell of Tme
ham, Lincolnshire {1276-1345), 1t is richly tHumunated theoughs
out nith and 1 4 , 38 well a5 with
decorative mutals and bordess, The marginal subjects are of
great variety covering many activittes of contemporary life, they
are drawn with vipour and are full of broad humowr and reshstic
detait, formmng a taluable commentary on the socsl life of the
perrod The ps 15 also kable for the £
and grotesgues which posture m barsh colours alongside the
morose peasants at thewr everyday work In this llustration the
wman 1s ndmp 1o will (as Clement Paston &td) on the bare hozse-
back with lus cormn undes i {cf text, p 40}

éwm Mery s Psalier (B M nms Royal 28 vis, £ 74, for generst
description of Ms see nore under {57 above)

This thustranon s from the Calendar under March and shows
two shepherds watching thewr flock

87‘Ize Luttrell Psalter (R M Ms add g2, 130, § 1637, for peneral
description of \s see note under {7] above)

In this allustration the sheep ste enclosed m a wattled pen, the
woman i fhe Toreground 15 mtkmg 4 eny, A TOD TR
carry away puchers of nulk on thew heads In the background a

“man appears to be doctonng one of the sheep

248 -



md 10 . .
The Luttrell Pialzer (B3Y ms, add 42 130 f{ 170! snd 137"
for general descnption of Ms s¢e note under {7} abose)

These contrasted scenes iffusteate the English yeoman as
farmer angd srcher

{5} shows & man soning gran s dog chases bne Cron awsy
while et another cyow 1s busy feeding at the sack of grun

{10} shows archery pracuce 8t a range The man standing 1
front appears to be instructng; five athers and & hull s-eye has

a'zeady been scored Note the bracers on the instructotr s and
the first archer s left armns

Chromques de France et d Angleterre by Jehan Fronsart sot
BN s Royal 182 1§ 165" thus M was probably one of
those at Richmond Palace Flemush ¢ t460)

“The mimatures depict events which took place between t377
and 138 They are not of very good quality and suprest mass
production This scene portrays the Peassats Rewolt John
Ball (labelled with fus name) ndes 1n front of a most orderty
#1123y of helmeted peasants beanng the bannets of England and
8t George
128nd 13

Chromg es de France et @ Angleterre by jehan Fromsart sol u
B ms Ropali8e 1+ f 172and 175 for general descniption
of 8 se note under {11} ghore)

{12] shows the rebels the f %
Wt the Tower

Toa

¥

4 and 15

The Luttrell Pralter (BA w3 add 42 190 1 170 and 181
for general desenption of Ms see note under 1) abor ey

{14] sbows 2 man ploughing wath yoked oxen while his fellow
walks alongside with a tang whip

{15} shows 3 water mill built of brick and nrmber with 2
thatched toof In the foteground are the wates wheel and 2
waoden dam whale an the right can be seen tw

o eel traps s
in the stream P set

16
The Luttrell Pealter (B\Y M3 agd

2 130 | v
description of W5 see note under {7?:\»3:) 173" for general



A cart prled high wnth shemes 1s bewng deven uphil while
sarous helpers push hard at the wheel or present the load
shpping off

17 and 18
Queen Mars s Pralter (B M ms Royal 28 3a, £ 16t and 1he,
for general description of M5 see note under {5] above}

Fhese two Hustrations show archery practice and a wresthng
saatch In the latter scene one of the spectators holds up a pole
with a coek presumably the prize for the wictor

g
Alnwiek Castle Northumbetland (from an air photogeaph by
Aerofilms Ltd)

Alnwick Castle was ongmally a Norman work of the early
twelfth century Dxtensive addiions mcluding a barbican and
fankuing tosers were made by the Percys st the begmnmng of
the fourteenth century The castle was much restared wn the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Note how closely the fay-
out i 12 essentials corresponds with that of the humble peel
tower m {20}

20

tholm Tower Roxt hah {from the by
J Greg after the panting by H Weber, from Border Anhiquinies
of England and Scotland by Sir Walter Scotr, 1814)

Note the situation on arocky outerap The tower isself formed
the home of the laird and was surrounded by a strong outer
wall within which the pessants and therr cattle could be housed
when danger threatened {cf [19])

2

The fornfied tower of Great Satkeld Church Cumberland
(from a photogeaph m the Lsbrary of the Nauonal Buidings
Record)

"The willage of Great Safkeld was frequentls exposed to attack
smce the Kings of Seotfand 1aid claim to 1ts manor This formfied
tower was buslt about the time of Richard I apparently as 8
place of refuge , 1t 18 four storeys high with an embattled parapet
and a starrcase tutret Undemneath it 1s a dungeon The walls are
some six feet thick and perforated with smoke vents

;j romans du bon ror Alexandre by Lambert & ‘Tours and

Alexandre de Bernay (6 1-z08 of Bodlewan ns 264, shis Hustra-

28



vontson f 128 French the fist hatf of the fourteenth century)

The Wiummations sre stated 50 = colophon to be the work of
Jeban de Grse and to hase been fimshed an 18 Aprit 1344
In 2ddimon 1o the Fall colaur munsstures of the deeds of Alex-
ander there accur 1n the lower masgins many vanied scenes of
cantemporary hfe, depreung indoor games and outdoos pas-
umes wandmills and forges fosars presching and boys playing
at school They are vmidly drawn often with close attention
ta detatt but they 3ack the armatry of the secular seenes 1n the
Queen Mory s Prolter {cf under {5] above} Thas iflustration
shows people warmung themselves at a fireplace Note the firee
srons andt the decoration on the chimney piece

23

Le Livve de Russticon des prouffiz suraulx compile par Masstre
Prerve Crotssens Bonrgmz de Houlogne (BN Ms add 59 720
f 214 French late fifteenth century)

The stlusunauons to this French translanen of Piero &
Crescenz s treatsse on gardening agriculture and rural pursuaes
2t hard 1 outhne and show fordness for rather harsh blues
teds and greens In ths dlustration the master of the hause 18
d scussing matters with a gardener one of the laches 18 examun.
g abush while the others admure 2 flower wth their attendant
squire ote the small formal beds and the high brck wall
shutting 1n the garden Tn bath this Wlustravion and those sepro
duced sn {48] below the yathes slumpy hitle plants sssort oddly

with the assured conventional representation of the buldings
and the blue dstant landscape

24
Haddon Hall Derbystate {feom an as photogeaph by Awro-
fitms Ltd)

{nspate of its spparent umty of designe Haddon Halt embodses

sortie five centunes of buslding Parts of the chapel and the outer

walls are thelfth and thurteenth century while the Great Halt
& the offi

" Weanarates the taa cou

* ¢ha present fabne belongs to the
~*Haddon

25 and 26
The Luttrelf Pralter (8 M s 244

42 130 # .
gencral deseription of MY see note una; 71 a;:?/:)‘ et or



A cart piled hugh with sheaves 1s bemg denen uphall, while
various helpers push haed at the wheel or prevent the foad
shppmng off

17 and 18
QOueen Mary s Psalter (B M ms Royal 23 vis ff 162 and 160%,
for general description of M5 see note under {5} above}

‘These two tlustrations show archery practice and 2 wresthng
match In the latter scene one of the spectators holds up a pole
wath a cock, presumably the praze for the vietor

19
Alpnack Castle, Northumberland (from an air photograph by
Aerofilms Ltd)

Alnwiek Castle was onginally 2 Nomman work of the early
twelfth century Extensne addwons sncfuding & barbwcan and
fanking tovers were made by the Percys at the begmning of
the fourteenth century The cosile was much restored i the
eighteenth and mineteenth centurtes Note how closely the lay-
out i its essentials corzesponds with that of the humble peel
tower tn {20}

20

Smaitholm Tower Roxburghsh {from the engraumg by
J Grnieg after the pantng by H Weber, from Border Antiquities
of England and Scatland by Sir Walter Scotr, 1814)

Note the situation an arocky outcrep The tower stseff formed
the home of the lard and was surrouaded by a strong outer
wall withen which the peasants and therr cattle could be honsed
when danger threatened {cf {19])

2t
The fort:fied tower of Great Salkeld Church, Cumberland
(from 2 photograph m the Library of the Natonal Duddings
Record}

The village of Great Satheld was frequently exposed 1o attack
since the Kings of Scotland fard claim ta wts manor Thus forufied
rower was built about the time of Ruchard I apparently as a
place of refuge, 1t s four storeys high wath an embattied parapet
anda turret Und h 1t 1s & ‘The walls are
some six. feet thack and perforated with smoke vents

st ban ror Alexandre by Lambert dy Tours and

ds
I:{ie;i:‘;: dc"Bemay (ff 1-208 of Bodletan us 26¢, thry ustra-
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tdrons The

dy examining the contents of the steammg caw
:;t:u:; scene shows Sie Geofftey Lutgrell at duper hus c\;:
Yearer knecling w front of the table 1bas Yeen suggested t iy T
the two Dorntcans on the left of the meture sse probably hrs

chapla 1 and kg confessor Note the shape of the kntver and the
fack of foths.

39 .
Duern Mary s Prolter (BNL M5 Royal 2 B \n £ 1517 150
and 133 for general deacmiprion of us tee wnote under {5}
zbove}

\ote that 1 the hawking scene the two women are nding
astade the hank has already fastened on one of the duck while
the man an foot 11 zeady to ecall t with the fure

40
The Pageants of Ruchard Beouchamp Earl of Wanack (8 ws
Cont Julms £ w art & £ 16 for general desersption of ws zee
note under {2} abave)

Thas scene shovs & toumament i progress 1n the French
Lists the lang and his nobles watching from the gallery

B

fardwich, Hunting Tapestry (from a pawnted photograph by
% G Thorson wn the Victona and Mbect NMuseum Dept of
Textiles Flermsh mud fifteenth century)

This tapestry 15 one of a series of four wool tapestries woven a1
Arras or Tournar belongmng to the Duke of Devanshure which
stone hime hung in the Long Gallery at Hardwick Hall Decby
sture They had been tut into preces at some time unknown and
were not restored and. put togethet agam untd the begmning of
this centary

The subjerts coser bear and otter hunting hawking deer

hunting and boar hunung The complete tapestry from which
our section » seproduced shows {m the centre foreground) the
end of the hunt with a dead stag and the hunwsmen apparently
proceeding 0 the gralloch 10 the left are hounds in feash 1n the
nght foreground water fon] ate bewg caught wib hawks These
s 3 general background of wood and bulls topped by a eastle,
and nearer hies 3 water mfl ith the nver pounng through the
thuices Plenty of by play ray be obsersed among the company
Nute the elabarate hom-shaped head-dressesof the women thewr
nietted hatr and loog hanging slecses The sceries were probab

wpired by Gaston de Foux s Livre de Chasse of ¢ 1440-50 i



{25} The woman on the left is turming her spning wheel by
means of a handle, while the one on the night 15 carding wool
with two hand-cards

f26] A woman, with her distaff tuched under her arm, 1
feeding her chickens Note that the hen 1s tethered to 2 peg

27 and 28
Queen Mary’s Psalter (BM s Royal 22 i, ff BrY and 753
for general desertption of M5 see note under [5] abave)

f27] From the Calendar under November Two men are
knoching down acomns 1o feed therr swine

{28] From the Calendar under Apnl ¢sign of Taurus, the bull),
showing women dming cartle

29
The Luttrell Psalter (B.M w15 add 42, 130, £ 172, for genesal
description of MS see note under 7] above}

Two women are reaping with sickles, while n the background
a third appears to be suffering from bachache The man on the
left 15 binding the sheaves

3032
Queess Mary s Psalter (BM nis Royal 2 5 va, ff 3, 122, and
t55*, for general descripuion of M8 see note under {53 above)

[30} From the Calendar for February {sign of Pisces, fishes)
The men are hauling 111 a net, but seem to have caught very fen
fish m

{31] A man s cotching partndges sath 2 drop net

{32] One woman 1s setung a ferret mto a burrow, while
another ts netting a rabbit comsng out of 3 hole on the other nide

33
The Luttrell Psolter (B M Ms add 42, 130, f 63, for genesal
description see note under {7} above)y

A clerh 1s nettng a smatl bird, nate the stng berng putied 1o
close the mouth of the net

46

37']1: Luttrell Psalter (B M s add 43, 530, ff 206", 207, and

208, for general descniption of M1s see note under {7] above)
“The first tho sllustrations show latchen preparations for the

meal depicted 1 the third itlustration The top scetie shows ane

man tumng a spit on which are fow] and a suckmpe-pig, while

has companion tends the fiee ttself The second one shows other

Lstchen servants engaged 1n pounding and chopping and appar-
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“Thus e tells 1 Trench serse the sents of 1399 and ends with
the deposinon of Richard and the sccession of Henry {4 ’I‘hc'
axeteen Tumatures whech slhustrate it include representations of
Ruchard 5 exprdition to Treland, his return to Conwav flencs a
Yanding and recepuon of the Dukes of Freter and Surrey At
Chester the captute of Richard the meetng of Richard and
Henry 3t Flint and the final scene (iltustrated bere) where {{enry
chagns the throne on Richatd s shd catien The scene © tad @
the Parliament at W esttmnster the bishiops on the left the nobles
on the nght Henry can be seen in the background beside the
vacant throne he 15 wearmg a gh black cap

£

Trolus and Criseyde by Geoffrey Chaucer (Corpus Chrnsts

College Combridge ss no b1 frontispiece Englsh ¢ 1400)
This full page tuniature shows the poet readimp his poem to

an aud ence of qourtiers it 8 garden “ote the rich elaborate

dress and the fansastic background of erags and castle Though

Enghsh 1n everunon the style berrays an ulumate liahan
whiuence

7
The Luterel) Psalter (BM s add 42 130 f 164% for general
descopuion of M5 see note under {7] 2bovey
This mecheval walled eny 1 tabetled Constanunus Nobilis

(Constant nople} but the artist has drawn sn English oty s he
Snew i »uh batdemented wells 2 church (115 spite fopped by a
Sesthercack) an nn (with s sum of » bush on 2 pole} and
#abled shops and houses with sums A group of penple at the
aty gate zre danuny, 10 the Musie of pipe and tabor
&

Le Ly de Rusticon des prouffiz ruraulx et (BM ms 2dd 9
7‘;00 £ 16, for general description of M3 see note under {23}
above)

This shows 2 walled herb garden 1 the town Gatdensrs are

8t wack and the master appears to be discoursing, 1o one of them
on 2 plant which he has plucked

mam 1S
ford and Cambridge \from engravings from Lo,
gah 5 Oxony,
Hlustrata 1675 and Cantabrga [llustrata xhqug w;ptc\\\e‘ﬂ
from copies w the Cambudge. Usiversity Labeary) 4
. ATZ\::z‘g.l;Ennf ‘?‘f"cf’"‘ mnterest m showing that enclosure and
e same time 1t 80 happens that the



42
Une povre et sunple epistre dwnt viel solitaire des Celestins de Pars
advessant « tres excellent prince Richart par la grace de dint
ray dangleterre, etc (B M xts Royal 20 8 v, £ 2, Freach,
1395~6, probably the ougnal copy presented to Rachard 113
one of the m3s formerly at Richmond Palace)

The anshor of this allegorical work was possibly Phabppe de
Mauzieres, Chancellor of Cyprus, who jomed the Celestme
Order m 1380 and who had propesed a new crusading Grder of
the Passion This mimature shows hum presenting his book ©0
King Rechard and carrying a banner of the Lamb {symbolzmg
hus niew Order) Note the courtrers long pamnted shoes, thar
wide sfeeves and parti-coloured hose

13
‘Thomas Occleve, O¢ Regumane principum (B M s1s Hadley 4866,
{ 88, Enghsh early Gfteenth century)

This portratt of Chaucer 1s the only one generally accepted as
sushenne Occleve had 1t pamted fram memory after Chaucet s
death and had @ placed opposste these lines m tus poem

Although hus 1y fe be quesnt the résemblaunce
Of tum hath 1 me so fresh lyflynesse
‘That to putte othir men m rémembraunce
Of his persone I have heare his lybnesse
Do maké te this ende in sothfastnesse
Thar cher that have of him lest thought and myade
By this peyntury may ageyn hum fynde
M 4.902-8}
{For » full discussion of this and the ather so-cafted portraits of
Chaucer, see M H Sprelmann s Portrauts of Geoffrey Chayeer,
Chaucer Society, 1900 }

47;"11: Luttrell Prafter (BM s add g2 130 f za2”, for genessl
descripion of M8 see note under {7] above)

Sir Geoffrey Luttrell is here shown mounted on fis horse eod
astended by his wife, Agnes Sutton, and his daughter-nsaw,
Beatrice Scrope, the former of whonm 1 handmg hin hus helmet,
whife the lattes holds hus shield The ladies gewns and the
trappings of the horse repest the Lasttrell murtlets of the sheeld

"’Ig)lxe Fall of Rachard F1, by Jehan Cretan (B M ws Harley 1319,
1, 57, French, earh ifteenth contury)

284



photograph i the I ibrscy of the Cengral Office of Information
Crown copyright reserved)

Chippiny Casnpden was & great meduwral woal centre The
present market house from whose grches thus photograph was
aken 18 Jacobean

%ﬁemxih earers Cattages Lavenham, Suffolk {from 2 phato
graph n the Library of the Centrat Office of Infarmanion
Crows b eesenad)

La\mﬁ:: B\mh tta great Perpendicular chusch Guild sl
and Wool Hall (see {1231 below) s plaster cottages and e
tmber houses (see {1631 belaw) retauns today many evidences of
s position 23 & medieval wool town The contages n this s
“sation ase sorme af ¢he oldest 1 the town and were inhabited by
Flemush weasers whose mntroduction (in the fourteenth centurv)

wnto England contributed so targely 1o the growth of our cloth
rade

57
The Meschant Adventuress Hall York {from a drawing by
£ R Tate Septersber 1912 teproduced i Country Lfe)

‘Thzs mtertor dates from sbout 1370 “ote the fine angnal
Yoof

$
Putorial Hiustrations 15 11 » Hook of Genesis (BN ws Egerton
135 £ 2 Enghish fourteenth centary}

The outhne drewmgs w thus M show gress vigour and
assumnce especrativ perbaps in the vanety of facial expressions

Note the carefut delimeation of detart 1 thi scene of 3 woman
weaving 2t & Joom

59
Dex Propriete.. des choses (French translation by fean Corbechon
of the De Propriecanus verene B\ 316 Ronal 552 wm § zbo
the first part of this work 15 contamed i Rayal 15E u see {Ba}
and {153} below  Flemush late fifteentls centurv)

This w> way wotten mt Bruges 1482 by Jean dy Rees
poss bly for Edward IV The vunatures which tustrate 1t are
often 1 u coane unatsractie style bur cover a wide artety of
scenes and actwites Tn this dhustration the cloth s being
dipped wn the dye vat Nowe the faggors Tor keeping the fire
gong underneath the ar



enclosures can be seen on the hslls behind Oxford while open
field cultivanon proceeds 1 the foreground of the Cambndge
tiew Note su the latter that the land has been opened as pastuse
directly after the harest has been gathered

5t
Geofirey of Monmouth FHistorta Regum Britannae {B M ms
Royalrz a m f 14 Enghsh early fourtesnth century drawings
though the M3 stself was wntten i the late thirteenth century)

These dravings have been added in the Jo ver margns of the
pages and represent a number of aties among them London
Wmnchester and York In ths sketch of London there seems to
be some attempt to represent W estrunster and the many spiges
of the aity

52
The Pageants of Richard Beauchamp Earl of W arerck {B M ws
Conr Jubus £ 1 art 6 f 18 for geners! desersption of us
568 note under [2} above)y

‘This llustraton shows a fight in the Channel betueen tue
shups one of which 18 ramumwng the other whale the crews
oppose each other with bows arrows and spears as if on fand
‘The man at the mast top of the further stup has been transfived
by an arrow 10 the very act of hurhing a mussile tumself

33
Jean de Warnin Chromgue d Angleterre vol m {3\ vs Royal
3¢ B f 169" Flemish late fifteenth century)

Thus chronsele 1s based on Fromsars and ths pasrcular sofume
deals with Ruchatd Il's rewgn up to 1387 It was executed for
Edward IV probably ac Bruges The scene depicted n this
s sture Hustrates the status of the Master of the Staple ar
this tume

\Si‘\lmm Gresels House Chipping Campden Gloucestershire
{from a photograph w the Library of the Central Qffice of
Information, Crown copynight resered)

Contrast thss eadly fifteenthecentury stone buit Catswold
house of a great wool merchant with that {1i9} of the Essex
cloth mecchant ‘Themos Paycoche with its sichly carved umber

wark

g{slgh Street  Chipping Campden  Gloucestecshire {from 2
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o cmmtholledTe Smalineld Decrerals yinee wbel mped
at one tume 10 the Pr ory of St Barthalomes Sruthfield wntten
mn Ttaly but huransted Frgland @ the eatly | unenth
century)

This v s full of rough sigorous drawings of scenes frarm
Fngd sh sowat 1fe  crafts and sports ase ilfustrated side by side
wath sT0ry PICTUTES BN TUMMCTONS ratesques

These two Mlustrations are of wmterest in showmg  monk
undery g, puntshment 1n the stocks actually for tobbwng &
chosch  and the ammal fable of the fax atired n 8 brhans
mtre and hold ng 2 stafl preaching to a congregation of grese
and hens There 1 2 strong anu clencal Bavaur m the znims)
fable fecature of the time

6
quem Vary s Psolter \B AL ms Royal2® vu € 131 for gencral
desenpuon of s see nnte under {5 above)

The stmman 15 apparently leading s beat atong the streer
when t turus upon 2 weman 1is master seems abous 10 beat it
o heet
669

The Luttrell Psalter (BN M3 2dd 42 130 f 32 53 98 and
- 5

shelt m ms hat and 8 walles at hus side

16} Twve of the grinders are occupied m tormung the grind
stone while a thard sharpens the fnife

{653 This beggor woman carnes bee chald on her back and a
Tosary on her left arm

164} Ths tnker casries tus bellows slung on hs shoulders
He rakes no not ce of 4 vicious {ale dog whch seems 1 he
bivmng ¥is anhie
“oand 1

Lt romany d 4 bawn vor lesandre (8 3 208 of Bodiesn us 16y
Pese Mustrant nsate 08 55 and 6 for meneral descripunn
of v spe note under {22} abovey

In these ¥ Wustrat ons the arust depiets puppet

Pr ress The sud enaes seem 10 be séugupcdpi:‘:r}::s ::
sex alth ugh the shows would appest 10 be 1dennca) 1 5
with much display of cudgels The curtined hooths mdndr:
attitude of the plasers tespecially in thay watthed by the

of women) recall the later Punch and Jugdy froup



bo
John Lydgate, Lafe of St Edmund (B M s1s Harley 2278 £ 287,
Fnghsh, ¢ 1433}

This 715 was presented to Henry VI i 2433 by Lydgote In
the prologue (ff 6-10) whuch precedes the Iife, Lydgate tells of
King Henry s visit to Bur} St Edmunds at Chnstmas 433 and
acouple of es this The throughout
the ws are of cousse devoted o the events of St Edmunds
hfe, and this one 1s mtended ta llustrate the Saint on hus first
landing m Englind superntending the busldimg of his royal
wwn at Hunstanton

Bcﬂk of Hours of John, Duke of Bedford (the so-calfed Hedford
Missal) (B M ms add 18 850, { 17*, French, early fifteenth
century)

This sumptuocus M$ 15 Javishly Hustrated with many mima-
tures, rich m gold and calour, as well as with elaborate horders
of flowers, birds, and foliage to every page of text It was
probably executed for the marniage wy 1423 of fohn of Lancaster,
Duke of Bedford and Regent of France from 1422 to 1435, 1@
Anne of Busgundy On Chaistmas Eve 1430, the Duchessgave s,
with her hushand s consent to the young Rang Heny VI at
Rouen Portraits of the Duhe and Duchess ate mtroduced
towards the end of the ws

The present slustration shows the buildwyg of the Tower of
Babel The artist has duced all the hernaha of the
medieral builders eraft The man to the left of the toner 18
nuxmg some hnd of mortar those on the nght are sendmg
up blocks of stone by means of a wheef and pulley On the top
of the tower ttself 18 some rather unsafe ookng scaffolding,
from which one workman has already fallen In the foreground
rnasons ate al work measurmg angd fashsoning the stone

6z
Des Proprietex des ehoses (French translation by Jean Corbechon
af the De Fropssetatibus resum, BM ws Royal 33 £ o, £ 265,
the sccond part of this work 1s contaned i Royal 15 £,
see {50} above, Flemnh, lite fifteenth ceatury, for general
descnption of ats see note under {50] above)

Ya this dlustration the guild master 1 apparently judgng the
wnark of & mason and a carpenter

4 6.
;i::wtfoj Gregory IX (B ms Royalroe n, i 222¥ and
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eouth clerstory wall wath 3 demon strnng three souls m 8
caldron The rest of the chureh 15 taxishly decorated wnh
walt pamtings of the Ascension the weghing of souls, and the
farathiar medieval motst of the

“Fpree Lavng and the Thres
Dead (1 am indebred to Mr F Clive Rouse for thes

¢ descriptine
Qetails a8 well us for the photograph stself}
76

Lt romans du bown vor Alexandre (. 1~208 of Bodleran vs 264,
us Mustranon 1s o § 79, for genersd desenpton of Ms see
note under [z2} above}

Thys dustraon shows 3 fnar preaching from 2n open e
pulipic
77 and 18

Brlgnmage of the Life of Mon transtated i 1426 by John
Lydgate trom G de Deguleviles Pelenn de Ia t1e humame
{BA\l ws Cuxt Tibenws & vt f 9o and g9 Enghsh early
Hlreenth centary}

This allegoncal poem of the pilgrims hife ¢ Rustrated by
crudely ewcuted sceney showing s adventures The two
selected heve are of mterest as indicatmg the type of lodping
that travellers and plgnms to sach shrmes as Bury St Edmunds
nught meet with The fivat shows them satsfyng thewr hunger,
while i the second the beds are Mung prepared for the night
"Fhe stick was apparently used o beat and smooth the bedding

T

Plan of Bury St Edmunds engraved by R Collins after a
draving by T Wharren (1776) (from the copy 1 the Map Room
of the Boush Museum)

no

w2

of e Jotner 20pey grounds 1 relation to the town. The
RTeat court of the abbey can be seen to the Yeft of the abbey
church and the gateway with dommysory and Tefectory bermeen,
afule sc108s the River Lark hea the imeyard of the bbey The

Abbot & palace stood st the tag af the great court fanhed
the left side by the Abbat s hrewhouse fnd stables o

Fxeter Cathedrat the nave fookin;

g west (from a photograph
w the Wbrary of the Central Office
i A of foformation  Crown



72
Decretals of Gregory I1X (BM ws Rojal roz n, £ 58 (The
Swuthifield Decretals), for general descniption of S see nate
under {63) and {641 above)

A woman ss jugghng on two snerds to the music of a pipe and

tabor

73
The Luttrell Psalter (B M M3 add 42 130, f 176, for general
deseriprion of M5 see note under {7} above)

These musicians are playing the nakers (1e kettledrums) to
which the player appears to be dancng, 2 symphomy, and the

bagpipes

74
Book of Hours (B w3 add 29 433, f 89 French, with
strong Irahan nfluence esrly fifteenth century)

This mmunture 15 a graphic representation of the medieval
idea of hell The damned are bemg brought 1o hells gate in
carts and wheel-barrows by hormed and sooty demans, unbap-
tized children arrne by the basketful slung on a demon s back
or are flown direct clutched mn the talons of winged monstess
Beneath the ornate roof of hell Satan susrounded by his devils,
tortunng the nesest arrnals himself swallows one victi whole,
the while he seszes another

Al

Donmr  Pickworth Church Lincolashire (thes sllustration 5
from a measured water-colour drawing made by Mr £ Cine
Rouse from the paming over the chancel arch which he
uncovered n 1947}

This newly discovered Doom or Last Judgement 15 of particns
tar mterest sn that it 15 an example of a medreval wall pamting
presenved since the late fourteenth century without modem
re-pamting or restoraton 1113 pamted aboy e the chancel asch of
the fourteenth-century church and unfortunately suffered matila-
uon by she lowenng of the roof 1n the fate fifteenth century

In the centre can be seen the perced feet of Christ restung
upon the sphere On either side are the Virgin and St John and
probably angels holding the cross and pillar wah traces af
Apostles or Evangelists beyond Helow, the dead, nsing from
their graves, are bang fed asay in two direcnons the blessed
fon the left) being conducted to heaven by St Peter, carrsng
s keys, while the damned are dragged by n chan mto hells
manth by sttendant demons The subyect 1 contipued on the
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south clerestory well wab a demon swenng theee sauls 1 2
cauldron The rest of the church 18 lavishly decorated with
wall pantings of the Ascenson, 1he werghing of souls and the
farnthar medsenal motif of the Three Livng and the Three
Dead {1 am tndebted ta Me F Chive Rouse for these desenptise
detarls as well 3 for the photograph stself)
6

7Lr romans du bown rar Alexandre (1 1-298 of Bodletan Ms 263,
this Mustranon 15 on £ 79 for general descnption of us see
nate under {22) sborey

This Mustration shows a fnar preaching from an open air
puipit
79 and 18

Pgrmage of the Life of Mon transtated in 1326 by John
Lydrate from G de Deguilenilles Peferm de fa we humaine
(BM us Cott Tibers & it § 90 and 99 Englsh eslv
Bfteenth century)

This allegonical poem of the pilgnms hfe s sHustrated by
erudely executed scenes showing fus adventures The two
selected here gre of interest 2s indicating the type of ladging
that travellers and prigrims 10 such shrines 33 Bury St Edmunds
rueht meet with The first shows them satisfying their hunger,
while in the second the beds are beng prepared for the might
‘The stck was apparently used 1o beat and smoath the bedding.

79
Plan of Bury $t Edmunds engtaved by R Collms after =
d‘\:n\:mg: by :!‘ Warren (1776) (from the copy m the Map Room

vl lie nnet abbey grounds M relaton to the town The
great count of vhe 20bey can be seen 1o the left of the abbey
church and the gateway with dormutory and refectory between
while across the River Lark bes the vineyard of the 2bbey The
Abbot s palace stood at the top of the great court flanked o

the defe side by the Abbot s brewhause and stables i

So
Exeter Cathedral the nave ook,

5 west (from a photograph
i the hbrary of the Centrat Offi o e
PR AN ce of {nformation Crown



The nave s of fourteenth century work and was completed
under Bishop Grandisson (1329-69), note the elaboration of
the nibbed vauiting

81
York Mmster from the south (from an arr photograph by
Acerofilms Ld)

The fabrse was largely rebuslt in the Sfreenth century smnally
undet Walliam Colchester (master mason of Westmmster Abbey)
Note the aoiount of space occupred by the windons by this date
82
Vestichester Cathedral the nave looking west {from a photo
graph by Walter Scott Bradford in the possession of the
library of the Nationtal Buildings Record}

‘Fhe rebuilding of the nave was begun by Willism of Wykeham

with Wilkam Wynford as hs arch It ts fine Perp l
work of fate fourteenth and fifteenth century date The west
window (late fifs h centurs) nas app Yy glazed as a grest

triptych but most of the glass was destroyed in the seventeenth
century during the Cral War

83
Willism of Wykeham s chantry chapel south anle of Winches
ter Cathedral {from a photograph by Walter Scott Bradford w
the passession ot the Library of the “attonal Butlddings Record)
This chapel was built by Wykeham himself who was Bishop
of Vtinchester from 1367 to rgoq and was responuible for
rebusidmg the Norman nave of the Cathedral i Perpendicuiar
style He also founded New Collepe Oxford and Winchester
College His tamb (shown here) has three figures at the foot
representing three clerhs

84
Winchester College engraving from Loggan » Orena Hlustrata
{1675} (from & copy = the Cambeidre Unnersity Libray)
Willerm of VWikeham founded his coliege of St \lary s at
\inchester m 1382 A grammar schoel (az whech Wvkeham
was himself educated) already eusted in Winchester butm
founding his college Wikebam had m vaen the tanldmy, up of
2 secular clergy From this college at Winchesier were to be
drawn the schalers of is New College ar Oxford fsee note for
{85] betow) The butdings of Winchester College  the outer
and mddle gatensys the mner quadrangle the chapel and the

clossters are substantilly the same » Loggan s view a3 as thetr



Frst buldimg except for the tower which had heen rebuilt
between 1473 and 1481

3
\fgw College Oxford engraving from Loggan s Oxoma [lius
trata (1675) (from 2 copy m the Cambridge Unneraty Labracy}

Witliamn of $vykeham founded New College 1n 1379 mosc of
the baldmg takung place betseen 1330 3nd 1400, tis seventy
scholats were to be drawn from hus caltege at Wanchester (ste
note for [84] above)

In Loggans view the gatenay and tower together with the
chaped hall and clousters ave much a1 they werein thesr founder s
day but a storey had been added to the front quadrangie 10
the sever teenth century We can thus see Wykeham s College 23
st wis before the unhappy additions and festorations of the
mneteenh centurv Note s the background the old aty walt
{tharteenth century) (see [132] below)

&«
John Lydgate s Troy Book and Story of Thebes (B N ms Royal
180 n f 148 Hummanons partly English fifreenth century and
pantly Flernsh sixteenth century

Ty pastieidlat wenrtore w8 soveenth-eeninry Flemh wolt
and s supposed 10 fortray John Lydgate monk of Bury St
Edmunds leaning Canterbury by a mery conseyte with the
Canterbury Pilgnms the while he adds tis sersion of the Stege

of Thebes to the Canterbury Tates Note the grrdimg wall of the
med eead eity with 1ts bastons

8
Tartershall Castle Uimcolnshure (from 3 photograph i the
Labrary of the Central Office of Information Crown copynight
teserved)

Ths tower budt of natrow bricks by Ralph Lord Cromwelt
£1393 1456} 18 all thax vemams of the great castle in which he

ined as Lord Tressurer 1o Henry V1 lts walls some spRteen
fees thick conts n nohle firey

taces with tich heral
(see {100} below) b ke mouldings

88

Bible History m Flemsh (BM us 2dd 8

F!cr'a‘sh wnd fifteenth century) ® o
s M5 15 \Wurinated with fine pen and ik dr.

o awings the

o !p ::i::iu“d here Mustrates 2 Flerish brckworl.s wath work



89
Queens College C
Kersting)

Founded under the patronage of Queen Margaret of Anjou n
1448 and after intermussion dunng the Viars of the Roses
continued ahout 1465 under the patronage of Edward IV s
queen Ehzabeth Wydulle and thereafter known 2s Queens
College simce st commemorates tho queens The principal court
{shown here) was almost complete when the Croal Wars broke
out The gateway of red brich has octaganal turrets (The dial
on the old chapel wall on the left 15 eighteenth century }

brdge (from a ph hby AF

90

Jean de Wwavnins Chromgue d Angleterre sol m (BM M5
Royal 54 & sv f 195 for general description of nis see note
undes {53] abone)

Thus fifteenth century Hlustration shows an English expedition
arenving at Lasbon in 1385 and bemg recened by John hung of
Portugal The occaston (as described by Frowmsart) was that of
the departure of the hung of Casule from the siege of Lisbon
and the arrnval of three Enghish men-of war with 500 archers
They were made up mostly of adienturers from Calass Cher
bourg and Brest who hearmg of the war had assembled m
Bordeaux and set out under three Enghsh caprams eager to jom
in the fight Thew coming was huled with joy 1n Lisbon and
the hang of Portugal sent for them thinkmng that John of Gaunt
wmght have sent them to help lam since Gaunt (befteving lom
self to be the nghtful hang of Castile) was eager in protestations
of friendstup to John of Portugal who m ght be expected to help
hum aganst Spam  Sic quoth Northbery {one of the Fnghsh
captams] 1 2 long season sith ke {John of Gaunt] had any
knowledge of us or we of lum S we be men «f divers sorts
seehing for adventuses here he some are come fo sene yon
from the town of Calais  John of Portugal accepied them gladly
dined them in his palace had lodpings found for them and
ordered therr wages to be paid them { r three momths The
adventurers gave lum good caunsel afterwards and helped him
to win the Battle of Aljubarrata

?rthc Court of the kangs Bench {from Archasolopa xxx3%
1863 p 357 Enghsh, early fifcenth century)
“This mnsatare 13 one of four veltum feaves surviving from 2
Jaw treatise of Henry VIs reign ‘The other three leases repre
.~
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rts of Chancery Comrnon Pleas and Eschequer
s’?‘h‘z (:r;?:: Rustration thows at the fop the fre judges of the
Court below them ¢ the Ling 8 coroner and astormey €3¢
On the feft a5¢ the yary and o feant 10 the dock 15 a prisoner 10
ferters with seryeants of the law an eher side of hun In the
foreground snove wserched pmsoners chamed together wait
fhewe tumn watched over by ganless On the centre table stand
the ushers one of whom $eems to be awearng an the sury

2
Romien de o Rose (8™ a3 Harley 4425 | 12¥ Flemsh late
fifteenth centary)

Thas elaborately fhumnated us of the well known allegory
Wystrates the medieval dea of shuvaley and all that it entafled
Hete (i the mniature shown) 1 the nalled formal garden with
ws gushmg fountain Bowenng shrabs sndtsees (il of frut

Onthe lswn beside the fountam st the ladies nith thew atrendant
Erughts making awsic

iy
Parade Sheld (Dept of Brush and Nedseval Antiquities Brtish
Muscum Flenush {s1s fifteenth cenrury)

Thas exquisite shield of parade would be d splayed at tourmna
raeats and was not of course fos protection in combat The whale
spnt of medreval chsvalry s mearnate in the decoration the pate
del cate elegance of the lady wn hes sich brocaded gown the
steadiass armoured knsght kneeling before her wath Death st hss
shoulder ‘:.nd hs vaw an the scrolt above fum vots oy LA
MORT  all express the mysuc rapture of o
Noddle 35 P ! i he Yove portyy of the

at
The Ballad of the N2 Brown Masd  as printed n R Amnold &
Customs

of London {Antwerp 1503} feom 2 copy o the Briush
Museumy

9
1;:. T T = wwdenbus (French emsmn BM we
= ury}
xloom with e
women span g .

el the kn
sotiviry that went on in patace 2nd manot « ough the \mﬁ
Ages Thread may spun msterials woven and embrodered
while tapestry reproduced the stomes that were told to the
Accompaniment of busy hngers






pantings Only two of the seenes are purely veligious, the
reamder being morat and secular, embracmg what appeat to
be moral or allegorical subjects, such as are wssocnated with the
smediera teaching of youth The present wWustration shows We
fotth wall 2nd gives <ome 1dea of the comprehensise scheme of
Qecoration includmg even the window recesses ~ the windaw
stself has been altesed The Seven Aues of Man are depiced
shore 3 Natwity while on either side of the window revess ase
Sgures of the Aposties with serolls beanng sentences fram the
Creed whuch are continued round the room sbove @ border of
Turds grouped wn pars

For 2 full prelymnary descnption of the ducosery and the
decorstion 1self seference should be made 10 Mr F Clue
Rouse s ancte m Country Lafe (4 Aot 1547)

w

The Great Hall Penshurst Place tent (from a draning by
Fdwnard Blore 1787 1879 architect and artist and son of the
topographer Thomas Bt re B\l ats add 42 o7 f 70)

‘The €sreat Hall of Penshurst built by Sar Jahn de Pulteney w
the fourteenth century 13 3 substantally untouched feudsi hall
with open hearth i the centre screens and mnstrels gatlery
and a rarsed days for the agh rable
100

Firephce av Fantershall Castle Limcolnshure (from a phote
graph by Country Lfe see general note undet {87) ahore)

Th's 15 2 fireplace on the ground flcor of the brck tower m
18_7} :n_d \\‘&ustmn Ralph Lord Cromwells lfove of nchly

AU L EeasuTer 3 purse
101 and 102

lf\mv Henry 31 fmlm MM M3 Cott Domitan a xva

120}
Y ~atheron
' x of the
acy  the
- ated hete
103 thefaces
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smportant part 10 the tramng 6f the young pobleman ¥d Bent

on side by side With Yus htson 10 bodk-learming

163 *Students’

$ocdout from Compotus manuals ad uyum Chrontmstum, ;;r::wd

by Chacles hyrloth 5 February 1539 (from English W m(;

V1480 1539) by Edward Hodnetr, Bibtographicst Sociery, 1638
“Thus ftustrstion alsb shows » schoolmaster With s pupils but

v are ooy than those shown 1 Tio6l~ At wchool  above,

though the birch 15 sttll in evidence Note the books snd globes,

the Yamp and hous glass the master s desk wish ts book cup-

baard and the kmife and pennet (ot pencase) on the lefrchand

nde an well 28 the book stands on enfier nde

09 & scholar

Woodcut froms Stans puer of mensam by [oannes Subgutias,
prmeed by imkyn de Worde i 1518 (from 8 copy w the
Brussh SToseum)

s Cug shows a scholar i fus study note tus reading.desk
04 bookshelf and b pencase
ny

Grammas Mall Magdalen College Oxford (from a photo
¥ragh m the Librasy of the Central Office of Information
Crown copyright resered)

o 1480 Williags of Wayrfiete founded & grammar sshool for
bos Caliege of Bt Mary Magdslen at Oxford 1t was set up
withai the precincts of the College and twd a gramemar mastér
g wher sppamted Jis purpose was 10 prowide 8 prelumnary
grounding for unseruty courses and one of ws first feachers
was Jobn Branbrdge the avthor of the Parvulorum Institutso
(2 waodeut from whaeh in Y ynkyn de Worde s edstyom 13 repro-
duced on page 155 The building m the centre of thas photas
&sph s a1 gt remamns of the grammes schoot and the oid
Wagdulen Hatl
Ty
Magdalen College Oxford tfroma a nh sare -4~ 1 ¢
the Centeal Office of In

The roofed closster L
butltabout 8o facan + © vt nsn ot Wayntete,
se¢ tnder {103} dbave)

na
Dule $omphory s Lidrary mn the Dodlean Oxfard {fy
vhotopriph by A F Kewsungy oo 2



Humphrey, Duke of G gave to the Umversity of
Oxford many of the books he had sewzed from the Louste and
elsewhere duning fus French campmgns n 1444 the Unnersity
asked his permussion to use fus name as founder of the buld-
g they mtended to erect fo house his mfts This building
now forms part of the Bodleman and ss stll known as Dule
Humphrey s Library, although almost all of Duke Humphrey's
books have long smce been dispersed

113
Kings College Chapel, Cambridge (from a photograph by
A F Kersung)

Founded sn 1440 by kung Henry VI (possibly m emulation of
Witham of Wykeham s foundatons ar Winchester and Oxford}
King s College possesses a Perpendscular chapel, which ss far
loftier and more spacious than the usual college chapel The
work came 1o a szandsnl}l with Edward IV s accession i 1462
but 1as resumed by Richard 131 1n 1483, though tve 3ears later
it was again abandoned untd Henrwv ¥ I became irs patron
1508 The fabric was completed by 1315 under Henrs VI
and the work of glazning the great windows then began

Whsle the actual butlding was spread o\ er some seventy years,
the whole design appears to have been chiefls the work of
Regmald of Elv who had been appomted by Henry VIn 1443
to secare workmen for buslding the chapel and remained @
charge of the work until the Kmgs depossion The chapel
was completed under fohn Wastell {who had already been
working st Canfesbuny) as master mason and dewgner of the
saulting

114
From Sandecus s Flandria fdustrata (1645 (repraduced from

WWalham Blades s H eliam Cavion (1582} plate 11}

“Thus show s the House of the Merchant 3dyenturers n Bruges
where Caxton Ined as Governor of the Eaglish nation as the
Merchant Adventurers were hnown i the Low Countnes
From being a merchant of the Mercers Company Caxton seems
1o have become Garernor of the Foglsh metchants at Bruges
between June 1362 and June 1363

n this house each merchant Ined under rules as stnct as o
stnce the foregn merchamt i the Low Countries

ery §
smonastery 8, ctions 1 tus manner of trading and

had ta endure many 7estex
i fus way of ife

E3e)



o from the
“The oldzat known sepresertation of 8 printig-press.

m&: page of Hegesippus s hutarsa de Bello Fudaio, prnted by
Judocus Badws Ascenstus m Pany (1307} {reproduced from
Witharn Biades s V8 dlfiam Caxtan (1882}, plate v 11)

16

A Getrman prntog press from Jobst Ammans S!ﬂﬂd: und
Hasdwerker &5&‘) (reproduced from Villiam Blades s William
Caston {1882) plare 13}

113
Pa’cm of Charles Duke of Orleans (B M a3 Roysl e f 73,
executed m Enpland in Flonsh siyle ¢ 1500}

Chardes, Duke of Orleans father of Louns M1 of Fraper was
capiured 2t Apneoant and srprssoned w Frgland from 1418t
1440 {ef vest p 67, for the Iife of French priwonery 1n Fogland)
This splendid muntature shows the Pool crowded wth shupe,
vid London Brdge in the hackground with its medteval houses,
and 1 the foregeonnd the lower of Lovdan The medieval
premuze of shaw g several epieodes 1 a man « bife side by side
in one rmmsture 1 followed here  the Diske can be scen seated
within the Tower womng af 2 window and s the countywrd
handing a letzer o 2 messenger
ng

Brasy of Thomass Poandes and Wis wfe wn the Church of St
Mary Quay Ipswich Suflalk tfrom s rubbing in the British
Muscur sdd s 32480 €2 5 Flemwh ts2s)

Thisbrass engrased in Renatssance style 132 good example of
Flemush wrk ¢ shaws Thomas Pownder, meschant basley of
fpenich oy wife and farmiy “The shueld in the centre bears

upon st hus merchant marks wath tus rosial T o the nuddle of st

The shuclds on esthes side bear the a7ms of Ipswich and of the

Merchant Adventurers -

1y

Thomss Payuncke 5 Houze Goreat Coggeshall, Exsex {from 2

phutograph in the Labrary of the Central Office of Infarmation.

Crown, copyright reservedy ’
The villake of Eveat Copgeshatl fa m th

cloth mahing distriet of Bssex and )hmr z!e\:ccr;::t;:: !’};'chuwme::

Payeocke hustt (abaut 1500} the house shown 1n fhis dlustration

Uts uber s iekon earving note the leaf andd Bowes decossthan

of the bressumer supportiag the “pres stosey, the hinen fold
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H hrey, Duke of Gk L gatve to the Unneesity of
Oxford many of the books he had sezed from the Lousre and
efsewhere during hus French campaigns In 1444 the Unnersity
asked his permussion to use his name as founder of the build-
mg they intended to erect to house his gfts This budding
now forms part of the Bodleran and 15 still hnown as Duke
Hurphrey s Library, although almost all of Duke Humphrey s
books have fong since been dispersed

553
Kings College Chapel, Cambndge {from 2 ph h by
A F Kersting)

Founded i 1440 by King Henry VI {possibly m emulation of
Wiatliam of Wykeham s foundations at Winchester and Oxford)
King s College possesses a Petpendicular chapel which s far
loftier and more spactous than the usual college chapel The
work came to a standsull with Edward IV s accession i r4b2
but was resumed by Rechard 111 1483 though tno yeass fater
1 was agam abandoned unti! Henry VII became sts patron m
1508 The fabnie was completed by 1515 under Henry VI
and the wotk of glaznng the great wmdows then began

While the actal buslding was spread over some seventy years
the whole desgn sppears 5o have been chiefly the work of
Reginald of Ely who had been apposnted by Henry V1n 1443
to secure workmen far building the chapel and remamed m
charge of the work untl the hings depasition The chapel
was completed under fohn astel (whe had already been
waorking at Canterbury) as master mason and designer of the
vaulting

114
From Sanderus s Flandrea Wustrata {s645} (reproduced from
VWitham Blades s ¥ dliam Caxton (1882) plate s1)

This shows the [{ouse of the VMerchant Adsenturers in Bruges
where Caxton Ined as Governor of the Enghsh nation as the
Merchant Adienturers were known m the Low Countries
From beng 8 merchnt of the Mercers Company  Caxton <eems
0 have become Governor of the nglish merchants st Bruges
between June 1462 and June 1463

In this house each meschant lved under rules as strict a5 a
monastery’s, sinice the foreign meschant m the Low Countries
had to endute many restnctions in his manaer of trading and
i hus way of hfe
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Cive b eh gt taname tons having
- - 2418) and then to
sreat importance for
« "resand uy cmmmt\

e {the frontsprece) shows the mirung of a classical
’!;:;:n“’;tum(s\d mmp th:) book beng apparently recied
from 3 draped biyx, before  crowded audience, the whole being
enclosed in 3 exrcle Jabelled Theatrum joculators  Befow, the
suthor 1 seen presenyng his book 10 hus patron

12§ )
Vap of the Manor of F W share {rep
by coustesy of the owner, Dr Edward Lynram)

"Thas map was drawn by Joho Deharty the Younger {1677~
173510 1744 Sram an earkser map suncyed and drawn by Jobn
Blgave m 1591 It shows a tymeal Tuder manor, the chief
buldings coutt house, church, mull, etc., can be easily identified,
But the map 1 of spesial intetest W shawing the commion lands
and the grdual encroachment on these and on the lorda
wastes by different land-holders who are named m the key

(for fuller detads see Dr Lynams The Character of England in
Maps Geographscaf Magazme, June 1945}
126

Cardinal Wolsey (1475 *-1330) {from the portrast by an unknown
2rhist w the Natanal Portraws Gallery)
2y

Wihara Tyndale (8 1536) (from the portran by an uknown
arust i the Nationat Portrast Gallery)
128

Sir Thormas Mave (an8-1638) (from the poterait after Hans
Hotbem s the National Portrart Gallery!
129

Title page of e Found Great Bt powend o Lamdon by
Edwasd Whitchurch m November 5530, but not published
unts} 3341 from  copy in the Bravsh Museumy
A royal proclamation was made on b May 1 541, ordering
hatm ) & syngwlar paryshe churches, there shuld be prouyded
by 4 certen day now expived, at the cones of the cusaytes &
paryshioners Bybles Conteynge the alde
the Englyshe tounge w he fyx:

& newe Testament, 1
of the said paryshe Chusches

<8 & 501 up openlye in enery
-« By the which Imunctions the



panelling of the door on the Jeft, and the figure on the nght
side of 1t

120
Lartle Sodbury Marnor, Gl hire {front a ph h
the Library of the Nanional Buildings Record)

This stone manor house was ongmafly held by the family of
Stunshaws m the Afteenth century The porch and the past to the
left of 1t are fifteenth century, while that to the nght (with
corbelled bay window) s early sixteenth The manor has a fine
fifteenth-centurv hall with an open tmber soof

121
Wool Hall Lavesham, Suffolh {from a photograph mn the
Library of the Central Ofhce of Information  Crown copyhight
reserved, of note on Lavenham under {36 aborve)

This was probably the Hall of the Guld of $t Mary the
Viegin and dates from about 1580

122
The Passion Play of Vak {Pares, Biblothiéque N }
Ms franc 1z 536, French 1547)

Ths v lour drav g well il ong kind of mediex 2

stage, i which the vanious scenes agmnst whith the action took
place are ranged 1n order across the stage from Heaven to Hell-
mouth Thevartous manssions are labetled Nazaseth, Jerusalem
The Palace ete

123
Book of Hours extcuted for Ltienne Chesabier by Jehan Fouquet
{Musée Condé, Chantilly French, fifteenth century)

"Fhis munature [Yinature no 44 according to Henrs Martn s
classfication) shows a typieal mystery play of the ffteenth cen-
tury beang acted on a wattled stage (the mansions of heaven and
helt appeanng to lefs and night) The play 1s that of the Martyr-
dom of St rpolt an aged d of Al 4 alleged
to have suffered martyrdom i AD 248-9 Her teeth were
pulted out with pincers and on being threatened with death by
burnihg she cast herself on the pyre by supemnatural inpulse
sccordeng to St Augustne Her md as patron same was 1o oked

apamse the toothache!

1 of Terence (Parss, Bebhothique d Arsenal, cod st

124
The Floy Hed Terence des ducs, French, early fifteenth

664, £ 1% ~ the sa~ca
century)
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{feom the copy n the Map Room of the British Muscum) (cf

{533 abore

133

Cs.\Sxk Acre Priory Norfolk (from a photograph in the Labrary

of the Centeal Office of Information, Crown copynght reser )
~ = ~damadt on Horrg VI 0 1527 a0l w28

On the nght hies the Prior s fodging buiht hy Prior Winchelses
at the begmang of the sixteenth eentury

136
Fountains Abbey Yothshite {from sn air Shotograph by Aero-
Bl Lad)

This great Castercan house was founded tn 1732 and s ramns
sull exhubnt the tvpieat Ciseerctan arrangement of the church,
dosters and comentuat buildmgs The Perpendicular tower
was not built untl the early sixteenth century and thus only
shartly before the Dissolunion (cf rote under {566) below}

j)

Tuanity College Cambndge (from an engrasing by Loggan m
s Contabniia Ulnstrata 1690 from a opy m the Cambrdpe
n By

mg to Gon e Hall) together with some mor hastels “The
Great Court las shown by Lopgan) owed s form to Nestlie
f3ppomted Master w 1373) the chapel was firushed about 1564
he Library (i the far distance} by Ween @ s just ey cormpleted
at the e of Lopgan s engraving

38

Cheise Crurch Dxford (St an engraving by Logran i his
Osxomg Hlustrata 1675 from acopy m the Cambridre Uruy ersity
Librar)

Founded by Cardinal Walkew

PRV N
A

€



hynges rojalf matestye intended that his louynge subjectes
shulde have & use the commodities of the readyng of the said
Bibles humbly, mekely, reverently & obediently.

After 1541 Bible printing ceased for the sest of Henry s retgn,
since Bishop Garddl d d the 1 which the
Church had been so Iately ordered to procure A new transistion
{closer to the Vulgate) was decrded on bur not proceeded with

130
Edward VI s coronation procession feommonts hnown as The
Riding from the Tower } {from a warer-colour copy made for
the Society of Antsquaries by § H Grmm m 1785 from the
preture ¢ 1547, at Condras destzozed by fire in 1793}

The procession 15 shown passing down Cheapside on 115 way
to Westrnmster In the centre can be seen Cheapside Craoss, on
the extreme left 1s the Tower and on the nght old bt Pasls
Note the tall gabled houses and the rich hangings uhich decorate
the balcomes 1n honour of the procession
131
Jorss Hofnagel s Tudor Wedding (1590} (from a water~calour
copy made by S H Grmm 1788 for the Soctets of dnuquares
from the onginal pasntng at Hatfield House)

This probably represents a wedding feast by the old Church of
St Mary Magdalen at Bermondsey though the scene has been
varwously described as a  Tudor masque and  Horslevdonn
Far  The \igour and incident of the scesse wath sty feasomp and
dancing 15 a bisels portraval of Tudor Fngland st the vnd of the
sxteenth centurv

132
The old @y wall {thirteenth centuri) 1 the pardins of New
College, Oxford {cf [83) abote} (from a photograph by A F

Kersung}

133
“The rums of Bury §t Edmunds Abbes Suffofh as enpraved by
R Godfrey m 5779 ¢from the copr w the Vap Roam of the

Bnush Museum}
The Abbey was dissobed s 1540 and thas print s of mtetest
as showing the extent 0% hich the buildings had been despoifed

same 230 years lates {ef also [£34] below)

;}{xty St Edmunds Abbey, as enpraved by 8 hendall (1787}

104



This clomter sas completed by Walter Froucester, whe was
Abbot from 1382 until fus death m 1442

i
T?:e tefectory, Chester Cathedral (from s photograph in
Cathedrals 1926 by counesy of Brush Raftuaysy

Built by Abbot Simon de Whuchueeh 128590
16
The Chapter House Vells Cathedral (from a photograph by
A F Renstng)

Begun probably under YWitlim de Marchia  Bishep {1293
1302} who budt the walls 1 was fimshed abeut 1314 under John
de Godelee Dean {1306~33) when the vaultng and windows
were butle The vaultng nibs branch out from the cluster of
shafts which form the centsal piltze of this octagonal chaptes
house The carved and canopred statls sre ranged round the

00m as a wall arcade above the stone bench which forms the
stats of the stalls

157
The Abbots Tehunal Glastonbury {fram 2 photograph in the
Labrary of the Central Office of Informanion  Crown copy tight
resenved)

Buds by Abbot Beese ¢ 1493

138

The Guild Hall hung s Lynn (from a photograph m the Library
sf the Central Office of Information Crown copvright reser ed)

Buide about 1423 tis guid hall has 2 chequered front and
entrance porch af flmt and freestone 16 wes the Hall of the
'gmx;))c Guild The anms above the poreh are of Edward V1 and
hzabeth

5y

Ednerd V1 granning the Charter so Baden sl tfrom an engraving
by George Vertue published 56 Februaty 1350 after a con.
temporary micture at Bridewell Hospital from Vertug s ene
Historazaf Prints, by the Socrety of 1776}
The hang ts shown gung the Charter to the Lord AMayacand
Shenth of London Those surrounding the Rang are wentified
by Vertue Among them the Master of the Rolls and the Ear
of Pembroke wsth 0 the cormes the face of Hans Holbern thy
pantes The gsanting af the Charter took place. hun
1553 en yeans after Holbon s death ever,




132
Much Wenlock Abbey, Shropshire (from a drawing by Edward
Blare, for whom see note under {go] above, BA! ws add
42,008, f 31}y

“This Cluniac priory was surrendered wn 1539 when the Prors
lodgmg {which had only been burlt at the end of the fifteenth
century) together with the Infirmary buslding (of Norman date)
were tahen over by the Lawley famuly and used as a duelhog
house although the Priory church and §t Milburgas shone
were destroyed

140
Tuchfield Abbey, Hampsture (from a photograph 1 the Library
of the Central Office of Infarmation  Crown copy right resened)
Passed st the Drssolution to Thomas Wnothesley, Farl of
Southampton, who cut through the nuddle of the nave to erect
the great gate of his mansion
4t
The Chamned Library Hereford Cathedre! {from a photograph
m Cathedrals, 1926, by coustesy of British Railways)
This medieral hbrary still contaras over 2 ooo chamed solumes
Note the raif to which the chains are fastenied and the placmg
af the baoks with fore edges facing cutwards

142
The Abbots Fitchen Gl bury (from = ph h i the
Library of the Central Office of Informanon Crown copynght
resenved)

Buikr entarely of stone w the late fourteenth or easly fifreenth
century, this hichen has a vaulted roof and four enormous fire-
places In the lantern hung the bell to call the poor 1o the
almonry which adjomed the litchen on the north axde

143
St Augustme s Abbev Canterburs {fram a photograph i the

Library of the Centrat Office of Informatian Crows copyright
reserved)

“The Great Gate was burdt by Abbot Fyndon between 1300 and
1308 The upper pars formed a lodging for distinginshed guests

134

1s 1= the south doisters Gloucester Cathedrat (from
?;h::o‘gr;;}: by Mrs J P Sumner i the Labrary of the
National Butdimgs Record)

306 -



“Thus great Tudor statesman held the tucratne office of custos
brevtus 1n the Court of Common Pleos from 154710 3561, sltera
Penod m vhe ‘Tower consequent ypon by havag been secretary
to the Lord Protectar Somerset {who was disgreced 1 1549),
fie became Secretary of State i 1559, wat created Baron
Purghiey m 1571, beeoming Lord fligh Tressuree from 1572
1508 and Elzabeths chief Minwster (for bis talding of
Barghley House, see note under [138] below)

156
Esd‘urd Seymour first Duke of Somerset (1506 *-52) (from the
Portrat by an unbyiown srst 1 the National Porirait Gallery§

Brother of Henry V111 s third wife, Jane Seymour, Fdward
Seymour vas osely with the Rsng 3 household and
was wade Liegtenant of the Rangdom during Henry s ghsence
w Prante in 1544 The next year he was actne end successful in
the wax wuth Fradce hecoming Lisutenant-General m 1546
O Henrys death he was appointed Lord Protector to the
young Edward $1 and Duke of Sometset the same year His
{2l n 1549 was brought sbout by the measures he advocared
which stirred up much opposiion aganst him and brought
tum to the Tower After a brief pesiod of pardon and readmus

500 10 the King s favour he was srrested agam 2551 and
beheaded on Tower Hallan 1352

57

From a ponean of twa unknown suers (formerly thought 1o be
Willam Ceed Bavor Burghley and hus second wife Mildred)

by an unknown artist (1596} (in the possession of the Hon
Vichael Astor M e )

{Cf text pp 261 2 for comments on Elizabethan pontrature

Nete che suff sttiwudes the whate faces the sttention to the nich
detail of the dress |

138

arghiey Yiouse “orhampronshire (5om a drawing by Edwvard
Blore for whom sce nore undes {0;} shove BN wa 3dd
o1y § 823

Ceal (for whom see note under [155] shove) began to busid
Burghley Hnuse 1n 1555 on the site of the old manos house
Bubseguent portions were added between 1577 and 1587 from
desyrs by John Tharpe (who also designed Firby Hall, Sorth.

ampronistuze abowt the Same time) This great Tuder house
rovides an exsmple of one pasd for b

Yy mone:
Cousts of Law (f text pp 243 4) ¥ made in the

.



150
Sir Nicholas Bacon (1509-79) {From the portrart by an uphnown
artist i the National Portrare Gallery)

Bacon was Lord Keeper of the Great Seal (1558 and High
Steward of St Albans, the friend of Matthew Parher and
benefactor of Corpus Christ Coflege, Cambridge
151
Gorhambury, St Albans (from an eighteenth-centucy water-
colour drawing, by courtesy of Country Life)

The house shown here was built by Sit Nicholas Bacon
between 1563 and 1568, partly with stone from the abbey of
St Albans ‘The abbey, after its surrender m 1539, wa granted
it 1541 by Henry VIII to Ralph Rowlerr, Merchant of the
Staple at Catais (d 1543) It passed thence to hus brother who
sold 1t m 1561 to Sir Nicholas Bacon
152
The Grammar School, Stratford on Avon (from a photograph m
the Library of the Central Office of Informanon, Crown copy-
night reser ed}

Buslt about 1473 as the Guild House, its over hall or dorter
was converted mto a schaolroom by “hakespeare s father, and
became the grammar school The hall beneath housed the
Court of Records and was also the scene of plays performed
before the Bailiff for his approval by compames commg to the
town, before they gave pubhe pertormances in the inn yards
It was probably also the scene ag other times of the Latin plays
acted by the boys of the grammar school

153

Des Proprietez des Jioses (BAM s Rosal 15 & 5, £ 163, the
second part of this nork 1s contamed 1 Rogal ss £ 11, for general
description of this Ms see nnte under [50] above, Flemush, late

fifteenth century)
Ths sllustration shows patents areang for treatment by a

physician and wadting thewr urn to be seen The first man 18
being bled

5
Tl\‘e Dance of Death, by Hans Holbein the Younger (Cologne,
$573) {from the copy 1n the Cambadge Unnersuty Labrary)

185
Cecdd, Baron Burghley (152094} {fromthe portrut attry-
;‘::‘:-‘da:; Ma‘rc Gheerhaerdts in the Nauoan! Porran Gallery)



for coobmg
Thas woodeut Wustrates the simple arrangements
and eatmg which one would expect 1o find 8 poor wn ot
small yeoman s hause i eaily Tudor times Note the gcanty
array of pots and pans, the rough bench setle and trestle table
16
c:mpmn Wynyates Warnickshire (from a photograph it the
1 brasy of the Central Office of Informatmn Crawn copy nght
reservedy

This eatly Tudor house was much testored by Qir Witham
Corapton 1 Henry VIILs reymn pantly {according o Leland)
vath matenal from the ruined Fulbrooke Castle near Warwick
156

Fourkany Hall Sokehe (from & deaprg by Edward Blote
for whom see note under {95] abore, B \f w15 add 4z 059 £ 945)
Avabe Dissolation Sit Ruchard Gresham bought Fountsms.
Abbey from the hang 1t was sold 1 1596 to Sir Stephen
Proctor who m 1611 used matenal (ncludimg stamed glass)
from the rumned abbey 10 buld this mansion

u
West Stow Hall Sufiotk lintenor) (bom 3 phowireph by
Country Lefe of note on West Stow Hall under {170} below)
“The mwtenor of the gatehouse has 3 Tudor szl pamtanyr of
four of the seven ages of man with an elsborate fryeze sbore
and traces of otnamentation on ether side From left ta fight
the scene depicts.
Aboy with 2 hawk who is saying  Thua do 1 all the day
Aparoflovers Thus do b whwle Lmay
4n older man (Iooking on) Thus did | when | mygin
Averyold man  Goed Jord will Wis world Vask ever?
168
The Abbot s Parlour Thame Park Csfordshire {from o photo-
eraph s Country Lifey
The Tudor block of Thame Park was butlt by Abbot Kng
berteen 1530 and the dusolution of the Abbey i 1539 His
parlour has tine finen fold panelling with a frieze above of

nchly carved wond wggestve of lralan workmanstep Note
5o the elaborate <arving of the cehing beams 11 yymalay style
The fireprace v comternporaty

P

‘
TFast Rarsham Norfoik (from a drawing by Edward Blors, for



159
Dover Harbour at the time of Henry VEIIL (8 M wss Cott
Auguseus 1,1, 22 and 23)

This rol} shows the fortsficatrons of the harbour with the gun
emplacements at the ends of the mole The town can be seen
wn the background, with the castle above Note the shups, their
tugh poaps, thewr spread of sail, and thetr guns Tins roll bears
precige descriptive nates upon the condition of the harbour and
s mam features

160

The Anne Galfant | from The Second Roll declarng the Number
of the Kings Magesty s enn Galliases, by Anthony Anthony (1546)
{BM Ms add 23,047, the first roll s m the Pepysian Library
at Magdalene College, Cambridge)

This coloured deawing she <

complement was 250
and marmers and 30 a5 g

brass and 38 guns of tros - pives detals of the gun-
ponder and shot (of wron, stone, sad tead), the sieapans, ete
161

St Mawes Castle, Cornwall (from an 2 photograph by Aeto-
films Lid)

This castle formed part of Henry VI s scheme of coastal
defence 1t was designed with Pendenmis Castie about 1540 to
defend Falmouth Harbour It 15 actually a small massne block-
house, consisting of a central rower with bastions pierced for
guns, sumlar examples are Deal and Walmer Castles, and
Camber Castle, near Rye
162
“Fudor cottages at Chidd Kent {from a ph h
the hbrary of the Central Office of Information, Crowa copy+
nght resenved)

163

Tudar House, Lady Street, Lavenham, Suffolk (from » <+ * 1
graph n the hbrany of the o . .
o

° e

Py 2 of Laboure, privted by Wynhya de Worde,

ire's Castel
?;ng&:: Xhe’copy 1a the Cambridge Unweesiey Library}

ater -



1 the araatnentation of the bed and the chare 1 which the hang
15 seated as well 25 10 the vista through the archuay pethaps.
#lso tn the Fact that he 18 engsged in studying nichly bound M58
174 7 TLDOR PORTRAITS

74
The Darley Brothers tirom the portrat by Hans Eworths
¢ 1520-after 1578 at Windsor Castie)

173

tlensy VU {fcom the portcart in the Naional Portean Gallery

after Hans Holbein s panting 1 Altharp)

176

The Pnncess Elizabeth {from the portrait by an unknown

punter worhing m England ¢ 1346 2t Windsor Castie)

97

Thomas Howard third Duke of Norfolk (1473 1554) (from

the parfrast by Hans Holben the Youmger at Wndsar Castle)
Fhe abave four postrmts hare been sefected to diustrate

d ffe & whic) hed in Tudor England

Thase of Heary VEH and the Duke of “otfolk are 1 typical

Halbemn style shrend in charactenization paying full attentson

1o the mportance of robes of state and insignss of office that af

the Princess Edzabeth (the only certan contemporary portrait

of her a3 Princess) exhibits a calm assurapce and warmth of

treatrtent wh ch make it unique while that of the young Darntey

brothers {the saller of whom became husband of \tary Queen

of Seots} with s background of panelled gallery 13 @ varagion
of the st white faced fanuly portrais

1174 176 1771 ace ceproduced by gracsous perrmssion of
HN e Queen
138
LiLa e dygrant € nam by Marco Pato (Rodlesan ms 264
R 238 =t thus pumatare s on § 218 Enghsh ¢ 1400
Ths cene depicts Matco Polas embarkation at Venice tn
Ye Bachs.ron nd 2 view of X smuce teself whale i the foregroand
are scenes fr m his <oyanes The ships are the type of trading

Yessel which br ught Venctan gosds to Frgland duning the
fifreenth century i seturn for wool

179
Chast of the Southers Ucear  from a Portolang by .

e
Homerm (RN w> 2dd 54354  13* 214 Postuguese };ssglga



wham see note under 99} above, BAM Ms add 42,019 £ 59}

“T'has manor 1s a fine le of ornamental brckworh and was
budls by the Fermors n the regns of Henry VII and VIIL The
detached gatehouse bears the royal arms in moulded brich abos ¢
the Nate the and the elab
turrets

Henry Y1 visted here in 1511 and 15 reparted to hne nathed
hatefoot frony the house to the Shrme of Walsingham some fwo
and a half mles distant

170

West Stow Hall Suffolk {from a photograph by Conntry Lifey
Another type of brick gatewas s dlustrated here The Hall

was rebutdt by Sur john Crofts between 13520 and 1533 It 55

plawer 10 style than the kast Barsham gateway {see note under

{16g] abore} although it also has turrets topped mn this case

with ornamental figures

171
Henry VI jousing before hathenne of Aragon {from the
W estrnster ‘Tournament Rolf in the possession of the College
of Arms)

O 12 and 13 February 1509 10 (05} Henry VI held the
jousts at W estumnster to celebrate the hirth of us son Henry
(who howeser, only lved from 1 Jenuary to 22 February) The
roltis nchly though crudelv dluminared and secords the proces
ston the tournament wseif and the return to court Thas Hus
tratton shows Henry humself rding i the list< before the Queen
and her ladies

12
PZaz'nr (BM ws Royal z 4 aar f 63 for genera) descriprzon
of ns see note under [173) below)

This tHustration shows Henry V1T plaving on hus harp His
sester W athatn Somumers, stands on the nght Tt was the fashaon
2t the Court from the fung dosnuards to compase musical
wunes and verses 1o go wish them (see st p 262}

73
Poalter {(BM wms Roval z & w1 f 3 Fnghsh <wxteenth
centuty }

‘This psalter,
Malfard ( regrus orator } has mam mar
Henrs hunself This thussraton shows Henry searest rendong
1n s bedroom The snfluence of the Renassance van be seen

written 1 Ttaban stye for Henrs N1 by Jobn
ginal notes m Latn I



i« the senamentation of the bed and the chair in which the King
s seated 35 well 2y n the vite theouph the archway, perhaps
also 1n the fact that he 15 engaged t studying richly bound M58
174-7 TLDOR PORTR ALTS

il
The Darnley Brothers (frem the porteatt by Hanps Eworth,
¢ 15z0-afier 1578 at Windsor Castle}

75
Benry V11 (from the porteart s the Datsonat Porerait Gallery
after Hans Halbewn s pauiting at Altharp)

126

The Prncess Ehzabeth {from the portrait by an unknows
pamtes working m England, ¢ 1545 et Wndsor Castle)
1
Thomas Howard thurd Duke of Norfslk {1473 1554} {from
the postran by Hans Holben the Y ounger at W indsor Lastle)
The ehore four pottrats have been selected to aflustrate
iffe Jes of which hed m Tudor England
Those of Henrs 3111 and the Duke of “orfolk are i 1ypread
Hotbern snvle sheend 1o characeration, gaywg full attenwdn
19 the umportance of robes of state and msgnsa of office that of
the Prencess, Elvtabeth (the only testam tontemporany portrast
of her as Prmcess) exhibies a calm assurance snd warmih of
eatment which make st unique while that of the young Darnley
Beothers (the taller of whom hecame husband of Mary Queen

of Seots) swith its backpround of panelied gallesy & vanapon
of the suff white faced tamsly portran

{t74 176 1771 are ceproduced by gracious permussion of
H the Quewn
s
Lt Levres du graunt { aam by Narco Polo (Bodlean a5 264,
£ 28 70 (s mnsature s on f 218 Enghish e 1400)
Thes scene depicts Matca Polo s embarhation at Yenwce, m
the aukyrr und 15 2 view of Venice ttself wiule in the foreground
2re scenes fr m s vovages The shups are the type of trathing
vessel which beought Venenan goods to Englend duning the
ffteanth century w seturn for wool
T’

hare of the Southern Ocean from g Porgola

0o, by Piega
N '

Homens (DM ws add g4e58 1 14 Fortuguese, 1548
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hetle later than the Period 4, wWhich \V‘H Ha“kms had
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This m, 2P, execyteqy for Phip , zllustra: S 1 Pictorr) Scenes
the Datives ang Nimals of the Guine, Coagy , M 1558, thar 15, 2
letle later than the Period ¢ Which Wil M Hay king had
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ENGLAND UNDER THE
STUARTS
G ¥ TREVELYAN

This book, which has been several tunes revised since sts
anginal publicatian, has become 3 standard work on seven-
teenth century England Tt covers the important, tosbulent,
and formate penod from the accession of James ¥ in 1603
1o the death of Queen Anne sn 1713 The author obsenes a
st batance between the purely political, the constitutional,
and the socal or econorme aspects of our national evolution

Spectal subjects are treated n the Appendlces and the Bibhie

graphy brought up to date for this edition, 18 vatuable both to
general readers 3nd ta spectalists

NDT FOR SALE IN TREL § A



A SHORTENED HISTORY OF
ENGLAND
G M TREVELYAN

In this brrihant chronucle one of the greatest wrters of English
hstory tells the story of the budding of this realm, this
England’ from the remote days of the Celt and the Tbenian to
just before the Second World War By abbreviating his narra«
tive 1n dealing with persods of munor importance he 15 able
to give pace and proportion to this exhnlarating hustory of the
Batish people

What the reader may look forward to 1n A Shertened History
1s shown by the high praise of sts parent volume
The text, with sts easy style, beautful clanity, and mastery sn
summarnzing, will always deserve and win new readers ~ The
Times ¥'eekly Revtew
“This elegant naveattve 1s the outstanthng twentieth-century

example of the * Whig interpretation  of history As a
synthests, this 1s a book which will alnays be read -~ Asa

DBrggs n the New Statesman






